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The United Nation’s Environment Programme’s Sustainable Buildings and 
Climate Initiative (UNEP-SBCI) is a partnership of major public and private sector 
stakeholders in the building sector. The Initiative works in cooperation with other 
international organizations, such as UNFCCC and the World Bank, to promote 
sustainable building policies and practices worldwide. Promoting Policies and Practices for Sustainability

Sustainable Buildings 
and Climate Initiative

Mission

UNEP-SBCI’s mission is to present 
the common voice of building sector 
stakeholders on sustainable buildings and 
climate change. It draws on UNEP’s unique 
capacity to provide a global platform for 
collective action.

Goals

UNEP-SBCI’s activities are guided by four key goals to ensure that the Initiative 
achieves its mission and promotes the worldwide adoption of sustainable buildings 
and construction practices.

1. Provide a common platform  for dialogue and collective action among building 
sector stakeholders.

2. Develop tools and strategies for achieving greater acceptance and adoption of 
sustainable building policies and practices worldwide.

3. Establish baselines which are globally recognized and based on a life-cycle 
approach. Focus has initially been concentrated on establishing baselines for  
energy efficiency and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, but is now expanding 
to account for additional indicators such as materials and water.

4. Demonstrate through pilot projects and inform policy developments of the 
important role buildings have to play in mitigation and adaption to climate 
change at local, national, and global levels. 

ABOUT US



www.unep.org/sbci

Key Facts
•	 The building sector is estimated to be worth 10% of global 

GDP (USD7.5 trillion) and employs 111 million people. 

•	 Residential and commercial buildings consume approximately 

60% of the world’s electricity.

•	 Existing	 buildings	 represent	 significant	 energy	 saving	

opportunities because their performance level is frequently far 

below	current	efficiency	potentials.

•	 The building sector is the largest contributor to global GHG 

emissions.

•	 In developing countries, new green construction yields enormous 

opportunities. Population growth, prosperity and increasing 

urbanization fuel building and construction activities, which 

represent up to 40% of GDP. 

•	 Investment	 in	 building	 energy	 efficiency	 is	 accompanied	 by	

significant	 savings,	 which	 help	 offset	 incremental	 costs	 and	

provide a short return on investment period.

•	 Building sustainably will result in healthier and more productive 

environments.

Working Together

UNEP-SBCI collaborates with organizations interested 
in formulating a common language to establish consistent 
methods to measure and report building performance through 
development of a Sustainable Building Protocol (SB Protocol) 
and	a	Common	Carbon	Metric	(CCM).	The	CCM	is	the	first	
globally applicable metric allowing consistent measurement of 
energy use and reporting of GHG emissions for the building 
sector. 

UNEP-SBCI also works with organizations interested  in 
supporting regional reports on “GHG Emission Baselines and 
Reduction Potentials in the Building Sector” and “State of Play” 
reports similar to those already produced for South Africa, 
Mexico, and India. These reports provide concrete assessments 
of the building sector’s climate mitigation potential and guidance 
on appropriate policy interventions. 

Globally buildings account for approximately 40% of annual 
energy consumption and up to 30% of all energy-related GHG 
emissions. 

Yet, as the 4th Assessment of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) highlights, the building sector has 
also been shown to provide the greatest potential for delivering 
significant	cuts	 in	emissions	at	 low	or	no-cost,	or	net	 savings,	 to	
developed and developing economies. 

Furthermore, these cuts can be achieved using readily available 
technologies, and at the same time there is the opportunity to 
create millions of green jobs.

WHY BUILDINGS?



A Message from the UNEP-SBCI Advisory Board Chair (2013/14)

Today, more than ever, the repeated crises our societies are facing require an urgent 
action	plan	and	the	insufficient	Rio+20	and	Durban	outcomes	serve	as	a	reminder		
to	us	that	we	need	to	re-define	pathways	to	a	safer,	more	equitable,	cleaner,	greener,	
resource	 efficient	 and	more	 prosperous	world	 for	 all.	 In	 this	 context,	 the	 unique	
and	 significant	 potential	 of	 the	 building	 and	 construction	 sector,	 and	 the	 even	
more important potential of cities, needs to be prioritized at the top of national and 
international agendas to ensure sustainable development is embedded in policies, 
negotiations and practices. The lifespan of buildings and Cities coupled with a failure 
to act now will lock in detrimental resource, energy and carbon impacts for decades 
to come.
 
UNEP-SBCI has already achieved impressive results thanks to the work of the 
Secretariat, support of its partners and guidance from its past Advisory Board 
members.	 UNEP-SBCI	 has	 demonstrated	 its	 capacity	 to	 play	 a	 significant	 role	
in tackling challenges and contributing to the global solution. What’s more the 
Initiative has already produced essential knowledge and innovative approaches and 
is already a partner of numerous other initiatives and networks active in the building 
and	urban	fields.
 
Today, serving as Chair of the Advisory Board is a real honor for me, but also a great 
responsibility. In the coming years UNEP-SBCI will have to continue to create 
knowledge, disseminate the very best practices and monitor and evaluate systems 
and policies that are already in place. On-going activities with our Committees and 
partners	will	be	crucial	to	achieve	this.	There	is	also	a	need	to	confirm	the	Initiative’s	
leadership and to position ourselves to extend our vision in order to be more 
impactful and inspire all concerned stakeholders. One of our priorities will be to try 
to	increase	significantly	the	number	of	partners	and	to	secure	our	activities	through	
global projects.
 
Thank you in advance to all of you for supporting the Initiative and for your 
commitment to the next chapter of UNEP-SBCI -  transforming knowledge into 
actions and constraints into opportunities.
 
Stephane	Pouffary,	UNEP-SBCI	Advisory	Board	Chair	 2013/14	&	Chief	Executive	
Officer	-	Founder	Honorary	President,	ENERGIES	2050	
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   Jianxin Hu
   CMPD

   Sylvain Labbé
   Canada Wood

   Eddy Mastsumoto
   Representing ICCA

   TAI Lee Siang
   Singapore Green 
   Building

   Arab Hoballah
   UNEP 



TAKING THE LEAD

Partners Drive the Agenda

Sustainable buildings are not a new 
concept, yet few companies and 

national governments promote them. 
Those that have however, have gained 
leadership in one of the fastest growing 
areas, nationally and internationally.

Most stakeholders now recognize that 
sustainable	 buildings	 bring	 significant	
economic	and	environmental	benefits.	

Yet, the challenge remains to realize these 
benefits	in	a	real-world	market,	still	driven	
by short-term investment decisions, and 
business-as-usual practices.

UNEP-SBCI has been successful in 
bringing together key players and 
building a network, and knowledge 
base, to implement sustainable building 
strategies. 

Partners of UNEP-SBCI have an 
important role to play in driving the 
international agenda on sustainable 
buildings through their participation in 
the Initiative and outreach in their region 
and sector. 

UNEP-SBCI’s Committees are  composed 
of elected partner representatives, and 
directly focus on implementation of the 
Initiative’s work program. Tasks and 
responsibilities have been divided among 
the Committees as follows:

•	 The Advocacy Committee is 
responsible for policy development, 

engagement in international 
negotiations and outreach. 

•	 Development of the SB 
Protocol and core indicators for 
defining	 a	 sustainable	 building	
is lead by the Sustainable 
Buildings Steering Committee 

•	 The	Energy/GHG	Technical	Advisory	
Committee (TAC) focuses on 
tackling the climate change challenge.

•	 Other TACs are also being 
considered and established to 
address issues including water, 
materials, biodiversity, social 
issues and indoor air quality, as 
well as economic considerations.

Collaborating with Key Players

Outside of its partnership UNEP-SBCI 
has developed collaborative relationships 
with several national and international 
organizations in order to conduct 
specific	 projects,	 organize	 meetings,	 and	
participate	in	scientific	developments.	

By working in coordination with other 
international organizations (such as 
the Global Reporting Initiative, UNEP 
Finance Initiative, and International 
Organization for Standardization), UNEP-
SBCI can  address cross-cutting global and 
sectoral issues, and conduct activities that 
build capacity and know-how worldwide, 

particularly in developing countries. 

www.unep.org/sbci
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Goal 1: Provide a common platform 

UNEP-SBCI provides a forum for 

dialogue and collective action among 

stakeholders in the building sector. 

Outreach and partnership  activities 

are designed to raise awareness of the 

significant	 opportunities	 for	 engaging	

the building sector in tackling climate 

change and expanding UNEP-SBCI’s 

network. Partners represent the Initiative 

at a range of  events and help disseminate 

research	findings,	publications,	as	well	as	

communication and outreach materials 

worldwide, with a special focus on 

developing countries. 

Goal 2: Develop tools &  strategies 

The Initiative develops tools and 

strategies for achieving greater 

acceptance, and adoption, of sustainable 

building policies and practices 

throughout the world. 

UNEP-SBCI provides direct advice and 

support to policy-makers on and improving 

energy	and	resource	efficiency	in	buildings.	

To highlight the potential of buildings in 

climate change mitigation and adaption 

we also contribute to international climate 

negotiations	 through	 official	 submissions	

to the UNFCCC Working Groups, 

consulting with country delegations and 

supporting side events.

Goal 3: Establish baselines 

The Initiative provides a global, neutral 

and far-reaching response to the demand 

for recognized sustainability baselines 

and performance targets.  

It is currently developing the SB 

Protocol	 to	 define	 common	 methods,	

protocols and reporting templates so a 
buildings’ sustainability performance 
can be consistently assessed. In addition, 
the CCM is also being developed to 
specifically	address	energy-efficiency	and	
GHG emissions from buildings. 

UNEP-SBCI is also providing a common 
language for the performance assessment 
of	 energy	 efficient	 and	 low	 carbon	
buildings, as a basis for consistent global 
reporting.

Goal 4:  Demonstrate through pilot 
projects

To increase awareness and capacity, and 
promote the adoption of the tools and 
strategies, UNEP-SBCI undertakes a 
number of pilot projects including  the 
Sustainable Social Housing Initiative 
(SUSHI) and the Sustainable building 
policies for developing countries (SPOD).

UNEP-SBCI WORK PROGRAM

The Common Carbon Metric (CCM)

The Common Carbon Metric (CCM) is a protocol for measuring energy use and reporting GHG emissions  
from the  operational phase of buildings. It was launched in response to the need for a globally harmonized 
methodology	to	define	the	climate		impact	of	buildings.	

The CCM is being developed to inform:
•	 Local, regional, national and international governments’ policies  and initiatives,
•	 Emission	reduction	mechanisms	including	NAMAs,	flexible	financing	mechanisms,	and	carbon	crediting,
•	 Industry initiatives,
•	 Building portfolio managers and owners, and 
•	 National building rating schemes.

The	CCM	will	establish	baselines;	enable	measurable,	reportable	and		verifiable	(MRV)	reporting;	and,	help	
unlock	the	potential	for	significant	reduction	in	GHG	emissions	in	the	building	sector.	GHG	emissions	in	the	building	sector.		



RESULTS DRIVEN

Public Dialogue, Workshops & Conferences  

2013:Berlin, Abu Dhabi, Nairobi, Singapore, Hanoi, Jakarta...

2012: Bonn, Sao Paulo, Kuwait, Singapore, Rio de Janeiro, San Fransico, Vinnytsia (Ukraine), Beltsy (Moldova) , Baku (Azerbaijan), 
Doha 

2011: Bonn, Paris, Leverkusen, Philadelphia, Singapore, Mexico, Helsinki, Toronto, Zhengjiang, Durban, Amman, London

2010: Paris, Shanghai, Sao Paulo, Singapore, Bonn, Bangalore

2009: Delhi, Stockholm, Washington, Copenhagen, Paris, Washington, Bonn, Brasilia,  Paris, Singapore, Copenhagen

2008/07/06: Saint Lucia, Bonn, Madrid, Poznan, Rabat, Kuala Lumpur, Bali, Paris, Changsha

Influencing Global Change

UNEP-SBCI	works	to	ensure	that	efficiency	and	sustainability	in	buildings	are	important	elements	in	all	climate	negotiations.	The	
Initiative also develops tools and policies so that countries can realize the immense carbon-reduction potential of their building 
stock.  On the path to a post-Kyoto agreement UNEP-SBCI has two critical roles — as an educator and artisan.  

As educators we must provide case-studies and research to UNFCCC Working Groups and national negotiators, climate 
change specialists and policy-makers — case studies built from our partners’ experience and know-how that illustrate and 
document verifiable GHG emission reductions in the building sector.  We must extend our existing networks to disseminate 
our knowledge of the role buildings have in tackling climate change. 

As artisans we need to continue assisting with the crafting of policies and tools for measuring, reporting and verifying 
GHG emission reductions achieved by sustainable buildings.  When we develop our tools through fully-transparent 
and internationally-cooperative processes, we strengthen our reputation and earn the confidence of countries and their 
experts.  Building this reputation provides UNEP-SBCI with additional opportunities to influence climate negotiation 
texts and, most importantly, it gives us an opportunity to realize the culmination of our efforts when countries implement 
policies and tools that capture the full potential of their building sectors.

www.unep.org/sbci

Research & Publications 



1) Work with global experts

•	 Work in cooperation with leading stakeholders including material producers, architects, builders, industry representatives, 

businesses, cities, governments, and national and international organizations.

•	 Network with international experts in the building sector. 

2)	Gain	first-hand	access	to	developments	in	the	building	sector

•	 Attend and represent UNEP-SBCI at key international workshops and conferences.

•	 Access	publications	and	tools	developed	by/or	with	UNEP.

•	 Receive information about the latest developments in the sector.

•	 Unlock	 job,	 innovation,	 productivity,	 health	 and	 energy	 benefits	 from	 buildings	 in	 new	 markets,	 while	 at	 the	 same	 time	

increasing asset values, yields, and returns. 

3) Help to shape global policy on sustainable buildings

•	 Contribute to the development of national and international strategies on sustainable buildings.

•	 Enable	governments	to	unlock	the	social,	economic	and	environmental	benefits	of	sustainable	buildings.

•	 Contribute to policy development through dialogue with other international organizations.

•	 Take an active role in transforming the building sector towards sustainable buildings.

4) Participate in strategy development, research, projects, pilot testing, and campaigns

•	 Take	part	 in	defining	 the	work	program,	 identifying	opportunities	and	developing	mechanisms	 towards	sustainability,	 and	

electing representatives.

•	 Design and participate in the implementation of pilot projects. 

•	 Participate in publication and tool development.

5)	Raise	your	organization’s	sustainability	profile	and	visibility

•	 Benefit	from	UNEP	recognition.

•	 Include your organization’s logo on joint publications.

•	 Promote your organization’s achievements and innovation in relation to sustainable building. 

PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS

Partners of UNEP-SBCI have the 

opportunity to become involved in a 

number of activities, and thus take away a 

range	 of	 benefits.	 These	 benefits	 translate	

into competitive advantage and a deeper 

understanding of the factors that affect the 

building	sector.	Benefits	include:	



JOIN THE PARTNERSHIP

UNEP-SBCI partners make an annual contribution to support activities and deliverables 
of the Initiative. Partners also provide voluntary support by participating in UNEP-SBCI 
activities, providing expertise, information or in-kind contributions. 

The contributions made by partners are matched with support from UNEP in terms of 
core funding, staff resources and administrative support to the Initiative. 

Level of 
Contribution

Amount Description

Donor USD20,000 
to 50,000

Donors are UNEP-SBCI partners that choose 
to contribute further to the work program 
by cooperating on joint projects, organizing 
workshops and participating in expansion of the 
network.

International 
partner

USD15,000 International companies: all sectors, with activities 
in more than one country.

National partner USD10,000 National companies: all sectors, with activity in 
only one country.

Partner USD5,000 Government, local authority, association, 
federation, NGO, education or research 
organization, building council etc.

Four Steps to Join

1. Request a commitment form 
from the Secretariat (sbci@unep.
org) or download a copy from 
the UNEP-SBCI website (www.
unep.org/sbci).	

2.	 Submit your form to the UNEP-
SBCI Secretariat (sbci@unep.org).

3. Complete, and satisfy, UNEP due 
diligence screening requirements.

4. Make your contribution.

Once	 your	 partnership	 is	 confirmed	
your logo will  appear on the UNEP-
SBCI website and partnership 
sponsored materials. 

You will receive a biannual newsletter, 
invitations to meetings and events, 
updates, publications, and have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
UNEP-SBCI’s Committees. 

Partners may also use the UNEP-SBCI 
partner’s logo during their partnership 
period.

*Note: Partnerships  are valid from April 1st to 
March 31st. New partners joining after October 
may receive an extended partnership period. 
Confirmation of Partnership is subject to receipt 
of contributions and UNEP due diligence 
screening.

www.unep.org/sbci



PARTNERS

Donors

International Partners

National Partners

Partners

As of July 2013          



New	UNEP-SBCI	partners	are	kindly	requested	to	register	their	partnership	by	filling	in	this	form	and	returning	it	to	the	UNEP-

SBCI Secretariat: sbci@unep.org. Your partnership will then be valid for one partnership year, from April 1st to March 31st, once 

contributions are received.

New partners joining after October may receive an extended partnership  period. 

                                              Confirmation of partnership is subject to receipt of contributions and UNEP due diligence screening.                      

Organization

Full name

Name for display

Headquarters	(City	&	Country)

Website

Primary Contact Alternative Contact

Title	(Dr./Mr./Ms.)

First name

Last name

Delegation/Title

Postal Address

City

Postcode

Country

Email

Telephone

Mobile

Fax

COMMITMENT FORM



Our organization is a:

  City 

  Government or local authority agency (public)

  Research organization, university, school

		 International	not	for	profit	or	NGO	

		 National	not	for	profit	or	NGO	

 International Company

 National or Local Company

 Professional Association or Federation (including green building councils)

I	(we)	________________________________________________	are	joining	UNEP-SBCI	for	the	year	2013	as	a:

		 Donor	(annual	contribution	USD	20,000	to	USD50,000)

 Donors are required to sign a specific partnership agreement to define their contribution and activities.

 International partner (annual contribution USD 15,000)

 National partner (annual contribution USD 10,000)

 Partner (annual contribution USD 5,000)

The partnership level chosen will determine the yearly contributions and benefits for the partner. Inkind contributions have to be approved by the UNEP-SBCI Advisory 

Board through a specific agreement.

I	(we)	________________________________________________,	confirm	our	partnership	in	the	UNEP-SBCI	from	April	1st,	2013	to	March	31st,	2014.	We	

also acknowledge the UNEP-SBCI Charter as the basis for UNEP-SBCI and its partners.

Signature(s):

Date: 

www.unep.org/sbci

Promoting Policies and Practices for Sustainability

Sustainable Buildings 
and Climate Initiative

UNEP-SBCI Secretariat
15 rue de Milan

75441 Paris CEDEX 9, France
T:	+33	1	44	37	14	31

E: sbci@unep.org


