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ENHANCING MULTI-LATERAL TRADE
The World Trade Organization 

is marking its 20th 

anniversary this year. While 

these two decades have 

brought numerous challenges, 

the WTO has succeeded in 

significantly enhancing the 

multilateral trading system.

The WTO has broadened the trading system 

considerably since 1995, welcoming thirty-

three new members, including giants like 

China and Russia. Today almost all of the 

world’s economies are now part of a single 

trading system. International rules, not power, 

increasingly govern trade relations, and 

conflicts are settled, not in trade wars, but 

in the WTO’s dispute settlement system – 

which serves as a global trade court. Trade 

barriers continue to fall – to the point where 

well over half of global trade is now tariff 

free – and economies are becoming ever 

more interconnected. In this context the WTO 

provides a key forum for policy dialogue, 

information sharing, and economic cooperation 

among its 161 members – making it an 

increasingly critical pillar of today’s system of 

global governance.

While progress in the Doha Development 

Agenda – the latest in a long line of trade 

‘rounds’ – has proved very difficult, a 

growing list of new WTO agreements – 

covering everything from customs reform, 

to information technology products, to 

government procurement, to financial and 

telecommunications services – are opening up 

new trade opportunities, in new sectors, often 

in innovative ways. It is estimated that the 2013 

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement alone could 

have a bigger impact on reducing trade costs 

than the elimination of all remaining global tariffs. 

The July 2015 agreement to expand the scope 

of the WTO Information Technology Agreement, 

promises to eliminate tariffs on high tech 

products which represent 7 per cent of global 

trade – more than trade in textiles, apparel, 

iron and steel combined. The WTO’s 10th 

ministerial conference in Nairobi this December 

(the first such event to be held in Africa), will 

be an opportunity to advance negotiations and 

to deliver some further significant outcomes in 

support of growth and development.

Indeed, supporting development is now a 

central element of the WTO’s work. Since 

1995, the developing countries’ share of global 

merchandise trade has grown from 27 per cent 

to over 43 per cent – and their share of global 

GDP has risen from 41 per cent to over 53 

per cent. Emerging economies have become 

indispensable drivers of the global economy, 

as well as leading voices in the international 

economic system. There are many reasons why 

developing countries have achieved economic 

lift-off, but surely none is more important than 

their integration into the global economy – a 

process that has depended, in turn, on today’s 

extraordinarily open, reliable and secure world 

trading system.  

However, the WTO’s short history is obviously 

not one of unbroken success. Disappointing 

progress in the long-running Doha Round 

is a lingering and high profile reminder. But 

it important to recognise that the WTO’s 

contribution to the world economy in general, 

and to development in particular, is much 

broader than the Doha negotiations, even as 

they remain a key element of our work. 

Non-multilateral initiatives will naturally continue 

to blossom, but we must maintain the WTO 

as a strong and comprehensive foundation of 

global trade. The WTO was not the first attempt 

to create a global trading system, nor the first 

time that policy makers aimed to realize the 

vision of global peace through shared prosperity. 

After the Second World War, the international 

community also saw the building of an open 

global trading system as essential precursor to 

building a new post-war international order. But 

the bold plan to create an International Trade 

Organization soon fell victim to Cold War rivalries 

and waning support for internationalism. It was 

not until the WTO’s creation five decades later 

that the dream of a permanent and global trade 

organization was realized – making the WTO the 

first truly international institution of the post-Cold 

War era playing a key role in global economic 

governance. 

The WTO is ultimately the result, not the cause, 

of members’ willingness to cooperate on trade. 

Its creation and subsequent success reflects 

the growing realization among more and more 

countries that trade opening can lead to growth 

and development, that agreed rules strengthen, 

not weaken, sovereignty, and that advancing 

our national interests increasingly depends on 

advancing our collective interests. As today’s 

global economy grows increasingly open, 

interdependent and multipolar, it is clear that 

enhancing cooperation in international trade is 

becoming more, not less, important. But just 

because the WTO is important does not make it 

invulnerable. The WTO’s first twenty years have 

been successful because of members’ 

firm commitment to the system and 

constructive decisions. This attitude will 

be fundamental in ensuring that the next 

twenty years are as successful. 

Director-General, Roberto Azevêdo, 

WTO Director-General

“There are many reasons 
why developing countries 
have achieved economic 
lift-off, but surely none 
is more important than 
their integration into the 
global economy”

STANDING TOGETHER:  
A NEW ERA OF IEA-CHINA 
CO-OPERATION
IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol 

Remarks by Dr. Fatih Birol to the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol Beijing  

9 September 2015

By almost any measure, China is the most 

important player in the global energy market. 

China enjoys that position thanks to an 

impressive set of achievements. And yet China 

also faces significant energy challenges in the coming 

years. China already lies very much at the centre of 

nearly every work stream in the IEA, and cooperation 

between China and the IEA stretches back nearly  

20 years.  

But I believe we must and can deepen this partnership. Why? It’s very simple: if 

China and the IEA work closely together, everybody benefits. The IEA can serve 

as an invaluable resource to China as it pursues the goals of greater energy 

security, economic prosperity and environmental sustainability. In return, the IEA 

and its members can learn much from China’s rich experiences. 

China can rightly claim to have successfully brought electricity to more 

people than any other country in the world – and to around half a billion 

people in a short period of time

China is also helping improve energy access beyond its own borders, with 

supportive investments in energy projects in Africa and other regions

China is the world’s largest wind power market and the world’s largest 

producer of hydroelectricity. China is also adding more solar PV capacity each 

year than any other country. By the end of this year it will overtake Germany 

as the country with the most installed solar PV panels in the world. 

No discussion of low-carbon energy would 

be complete without a mention of nuclear, 

and China has huge ambitions for its nuclear 

sector. Right now, of the 67 reactors being built 

globally, more than one-third are here in China

But another story that is less well-known is 

China’s expansion of hydropower and its 

impacts. According to IEA analysis, in fact, 

the emissions avoided in China over the last 

10 years thanks to its increase in hydropower 

capacity alone are greater than all the 

emissions avoided in the United States as a 

result of the switch from coal to natural gas 

during the same time. 

We also recognise and applaud the steps taken 

by China, not only to lower its reliance on coal, 

but also to improve the efficiency of its coal 

use. Again, according to IEA analysis, thanks 

to tighter domestic regulation, the efficiency of 

the coal-fired power fleet in China is now higher 

than that of the OECD average. Another very 

impressive achievement.

But there is still a long way to go, in China 

as elsewhere, before we are on a pathway 

towards a more sustainable energy future. We 

have shown that – even though China has 

pledged to achieve a peak in its carbon dioxide 

emissions around 2030, if not earlier – the 

world as a whole is not on track to replicate 

this achievement, with global emissions still 

projected to be on an increasing trend by that 

date. We need to do more than weaken the 

link between economic growth and greenhouse 

gas emissions: we need to harness technology 

and policy in a united effort to break this link 

completely. In this area, China is one of the 

leaders of global efforts. 

This country has created significant, positive 

political momentum ahead of the climate 

negotiations in Paris later this year. As I wrote 

in the People’s Daily newspaper back in July, 

China’s constructive leadership deserves 

applause.…

But China still has many important policy 

challenges ahead, on which the IEA 

Secretariat and IEA member countries have 

valuable experience to share. For example, 

one such area is air pollution as a result of 

coal combustion, vehicle exhaust, industrial 

operations and construction, which is now a 

serious problem affecting many Chinese cities. 

IEA members have faced similar problems in 

the past, and so we have an opportunity to 

draw on these experiences and find solutions 

together. There are also questions of efficient 

market operation and design, as well as 

deployment of low carbon technologies and 

designing energy efficiency policies….

In some fields, such as ultra-high-voltage 

electricity transmission, China is leading and 

IEA members can benefit. In others, the 

experience of IEA members could provide 

insights for China. We also have a strong 

convergence of interest in the core area of 

energy security...

 In short, we must make room for China 

under the IEA umbrella in order to safeguard 

and extend the benefits of collective energy 

security. We are also prepared to work to 

support China’s constructive perspective in 

leading global energy discussions. 

During its G20 presidency next year, China 

will be in a position to propose an ambitious 

energy agenda. Improving energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, global energy governance 

and energy access – in addition to other 

energy topics to be agreed by the G20 – are 

among the issues that the world will benefit 

from during China’s G20 presidency… 

And so I repeat my call for the start of a new 

era: If China and the IEA can work together, 

China benefits. If China and the IEA can work 

together, the IEA benefits. If China and the IEA 

can work together, the world benefits. This 

is my appeal to you today. Let’s start a new 

era. Let’s work together. Together – and very 

closely. 

Thank you very much. Xièxiè.

“No discussion of low-
carbon energy would 
be complete without 
a mention of nuclear, 
and China has huge 
ambitions for its nuclear 
sector. Right now, of the 
67 reactors being built 
globally, more than one-
third are here in China”
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UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES ANTONIO GUTTERE OPENING 
REMARKS AT THE 66TH SESSION OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONERS PROGRAMME. GENEVA 
5TH OCTOBER 2015

Ladies and Gentlemen,

When I started as High Commissioner ten years ago, there 

were 38 million people in the world displaced by conflict and 

persecution, but UNHCR was helping over a million persons 

return home every year. Global refugee numbers were declining, 

and old wars had recently been laid to rest in Angola, Liberia, Sierra 

Leone and South Sudan to make way for reconstruction and hope. 

Some of my colleagues were even wondering if UNHCR was going to 

have a future in these circumstances.

But things have taken a turn for the worse. Today, 

there are more than 60 million refugees, asylum-

seekers and internally displaced persons worldwide 

as a result of conflict and persecution…

The world has changed in these ten years. There 

has been meaningful economic growth, the 

number of absolute poor has decreased to a record 

low as the World Bank announced this morning, 

technological advances have brought many 

important benefits. But it is also true that the world 

has become more fragile, conflicts have spread in 

unpredictable ways, and the nature of conflict has 

grown highly complex. One of the consequences 

has been a shrinking of humanitarian space, which 

has made the work of organizations like UNHCR 

much more difficult and hazardous…

To prevent a new spiral of fragility and instability, 

development actors have to be given more 

flexibility and better tools to act early and quickly, to 

stabilize and to build resilience. To achieve this, we 

need a fundamental review of the strategies and 

policies of bilateral and multilateral development 

cooperation…

For us humanitarians, it is of course essential to 

preserve the autonomy of humanitarian space, 

to enable us to act on behalf of all people who 

require our help, in full respect of the principles of 

independence, neutrality and impartiality. But we 

must also recognize that from the point of view of 

strategic analysis, humanitarian, development and 

security issues are three faces of the same complex 

reality…

UNHCR has been working hard to strengthen 

our partnership with development actors…But 

much remains to be done to bring about the 

culture change that is necessary to facilitate closer 

links between humanitarian and development 

interventions.

There is an opportunity to do this now, as 

governments just agreed on the Sustainable 

Development Goals for the next 15 years. The 

SDGs are an important step forward, although 

they – like most development cooperation policies 

– still do not sufficiently take into account the reality 

that vast parts of the world today are mired in 

conflicts. But the principle of universality, the pledge 

that no one shall be left behind, and the explicit 

recognition that refugees and internally displaced 

people are among the most vulnerable, are a key 

entry point for ensuring the conflict dimension is 

not overlooked in the SDGs. UNHCR will identify 

a number of countries where refugees constitute 

a statistically significant portion of the population, 

and work with national authorities and donors to 

meet the SDGs in a way that includes all population 

groups…

For UNHCR, not leaving anyone behind also means 

achieving a durable solution, allowing refugees to 

restart their lives and be productive members of 

society…

UNHCR has therefore been focusing on new 

approaches, emphasizing comprehensive 

solutions strategies and working with partners and 

governments to strengthen refugees’ resilience 

and self-reliance in the near term and to prepare for 

solutions in the future…for me, there are two more 

aspects that the [World Humanitarian] Summit 

should not ignore. The first is the humanitarian-

development connection, which I have already 

mentioned.

But the second is the imperative of building a more 

inclusive humanitarian system that better reflects 

the universal character of the values guiding our 

work and allows us to join the capacities of all 

humanitarian actors in the response. We have 

to overcome the current situation of different 

organizations from different cultural backgrounds 

sometimes working in parallel without effective 

coordination, which can result in gaps and overlaps 

and only hurts those we are trying to help.

It is obvious that a truly universal humanitarian 

community can never be achieved by translating 

perspectives from one part of the world into a 

“one size fits all” approach. Instead, in order to 

move beyond the essentially Western creation 

that is the present multilateral system and build 

a more universal partnership, we should focus 

on something that is already there but often 

overlooked – our shared basis of humanitarian 

values that spans all cultures. Refugee protection 

is an excellent example that humanitarian values 

are universal but being sometimes expressed 

differently. All major religions embrace the values 

and principles underpinning refugee protection 

– showing compassion and generosity towards 

people in need, sheltering persecuted strangers, 

and even early equivalents of the concept of non-

refoulement…

UNHCR and the humanitarian world will be very 

different twenty years from now. The future will be 

determined by our readiness to change and adapt, 

provided that this change takes place within the 

same framework of organizational values 

– the respect for humanitarian principles, 

human dignity, diversity and human rights.

Opening remarks at the 66th session 

of the Executive Committee of the 

High Commissioner’s Programme. 

António Guterres, United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Geneva, 5 October 2015
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The time is now for sustainable investing.  It 

is no longer an investment approach that is 

pursued by niche, ethical or impact investors.  

Sustainable investing is going mainstream.  

But, with the world facing unprecedented 

challenges such as irreversible climate change 

and massive environmental degradation, we 

need much more.  And, for that, we need 

strong policy action.  Industry action is 

critical but we cannot rely on a market-led 

transformation alone – it must also be  

policy-led.

Leadership from within the industry
The good news is that we are beginning to see real leadership 

from a broad range of investors, particularly on the need to 

drive substantial capital towards addressing climate change 

challenges.  As a recent example, an industry-led statement 

on climate change has been signed by over 370 leading 

institutional investors, representing assets of over US$24trillion 

.  Through this statement, institutional investors are calling for 

stronger political leadership and for the more ambitious policies 

urgently needed in order for climate investments to be scaled 

up. This commitment by major investors is highly significant.

Investors are part of the solution
Smart investors can and will be at the heart of change, not 

least because of a growing awareness that they are facing the 

prospect of significant losses and erosion of value from climate 

change and environmental damage.  At the conservative end, 

the Economist Intelligence Unit recently calculated that the 

resulting expected losses from climate change to the current 

stock of manageable assets in discounted, present value 

terms are valued at US$4.2trn, roughly on a par with the total 

value of all the world’s listed oil and gas companies or Japan’s 

entire GDP (Economist Intelligence Unit, 2015). Warming 

of 6 degrees Celsius could lead to a present value loss of 

US$13.8trn, representing roughly 10% of global total assets.

Jessica Robinson, Chief Executive

Association for Sustainable and 

Responsible Investment in Asia (ASrIA) 

THE TIME IS NOW 
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
INVESTING: BUT WE 
NEED STRONGER 
POLICY ACTION
“The good news is that 
we are beginning to see 
real leadership from a 
broad range of investors, 
particularly on the need to 
drive substantial capital 
towards addressing climate 
change challenges.”

But investors recognize that this is not only about 

risk management and likely value erosion.  There are 

widespread opportunities associated with low carbon 

and climate resilient growth, many of which are clearly 

profitable, particularly in sectors focused on resource 

management, energy efficiency, green infrastructure 

and buildings. And solving the energy conundrum is at 

the core of sustainable growth, particularly in emerging 

markets.  In Asia alone, a massive investment of 

US$3.6tn is needed to equip the region with the power 

capacity needed by 2030. Two thirds of that sum will be 

spent on renewable generation technologies such as 

wind, solar and hydro-electric  .  The market potential is 

huge and obvious.

Significant investment is required to finance the low 
carbon transition
Despite the rationale behind why climate investment 

makes sense, much more is needed: a significant shift 

in investment patterns and a scale-up in investment 

volume are required to meet climate and energy goals. 

These goals can only be achieved if governments create 

conducive investment environments through appropriate 

incentives and mechanisms to facilitate private sector 

engagement and capital flows. 

Policy makers must support the transition
Policy emphasis should be placed on supporting the 

development and deployment of renewable energy 

and energy efficiency technologies in parallel with 

measures to reduce fossil fuel dependencies. Redirecting 

subsidies and adopting other mechanisms, such as fiscal 

measures, that support the adoption of climate friendly 

technologies are to be encouraged.  Carbon pricing is 

also crucial to addressing climate change.  The longer 

governments do not take action on tackling this market 

failure, the longer institutional investors will be unable to 

accurately price in the risks.

Similarly, disincentives are needed to avoid, reduce and 

manage polluting industries and land use conversion – 

particularly of tropical peat land forest. Care needs to be 

taken to ensure that climate resilient infrastructure and 

large-scale renewable energy projects are developed 

with appropriate environmental and social safeguards in 

place, these ideally being considered during strategic land 

use planning to ensure that any anticipated significant 

adverse impacts on sensitive receivers, including existing 

community users, can either be avoided or satisfactorily 

addressed well in advance of any physical development.

Investing sustainably is going mainstream in part because 

there is a growing awareness of the massive risks of 

not doing so.  Examples such as major pension and 

endowment funds divesting out of fossil fuel companies 

and of the soaring demand for environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) funds are evidence of this.  

But strong policy is needed to create a basis for investors 

to seek out opportunities that have a production and 

consumption profile more aligned with low carbon, low 

pollution, and resource efficient growth.  Against the 

backdrop of international climate negotiations, investors 

can and will play their part in building a sustainable future.  

But so too must governments. 
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ENERGY ACCESS THROUGH 
OFF-GRID RENEWABLES: 
ENABLING THE 
TRANSITION
The UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals, approved at the UN 

General Assembly in September, seek to eradicate poverty while 

healing and securing our planet. A central component of this agenda 

is to ensure universal access to clean, reliable electricity. 
 

For those of us living with electricity, it is easy to forget the social and economic impact of going 

without. Power shortages cut economic growth by 2 to 4 per cent annually. Households without 

electricity pay 60 to 80 times more for energy-related products – charcoal, candles and kerosene 

– than people in New York or London. Health clinics without electricity struggle to refrigerate 

much needed medicines and exposure to smoke from wood-fired cook stoves cause 4.3 million 

premature deaths per year.

Great strides have been made in the last two decades to increase global access to electricity, 

with nearly two billion more people connected today than in 1990, but there is still too large a gap 

between the haves and the have nots. More than 

one billion people, mostly in rural areas, still lack 

access while another one billion have unreliable 

supply.  

Renewable energy, specifically off-grid renewable 

energy, has a key role to play in closing this gap. 

Renewables are now the default choice for off-grid 

installations in most rural and peri-urban areas and 

IRENA estimates off-grid solutions can meet the 

majority, roughly 60 per cent, of the demand.

Thanks to dramatic cost reductions in recent 

years, renewable technologies are now the most 

economic option for off-grid electrification. They 

can be significantly cheaper than diesel-fired 

generation or kerosene-based conventional lighting, 

the dominant sources of rural electricity supply. For 

example, if Nigeria used modern off-grid lighting 

solutions, it would save more than USD 1.4 billion 

annually. Replacing all the kerosene, candles and 

batteries used annually for off-grid lighting would 

also save Nigeria the equivalent of 17.3 million 

barrels of crude oil per year.

Beyond pure costs, the modular nature of off-grid 

renewables allows them to be customised to meet 

local needs and be deployed rapidly. For example, 

Bangladesh’s solar home system programme 

deployed 280,000 solar home systems in six 

years between 2002 and 2008. Today, it deploys 

the same number in fewer than five months. 

The programme now benefits over 13 million 

beneficiaries or nine per cent of the total population. 

The business case for deploying off-grid 

renewables in rural areas has never been stronger, 

and innovative business models are emerging to 

encourage growth in the sector. But further tapping 

into this vast potential will require collective efforts 

to create an enabling environment that supports 

the scale-up of energy access efforts through 

private sector participation. This includes adopting 

an effective policy and regulatory framework, 

along with tailored business and financing models 

and adapting technologies to the rural context. If 

the enabling environment is appropriate, off-grid 

solutions can be deployed rapidly to extend 

electricity access for meeting basic needs but also 

for promoting productive uses, as modelled by the 

Bangladesh solar home system programme. 

These enabling policies can also create a more 

secure environment to encourage investment. We 

currently invest USD nine billion a year on energy 

access, but USD 45 billion is needed to achieve 

universal access. This investment is be

to trickle in. For example, the US-led P

Africa’s “Beyond the Grid” initiative com

one billion over the next five years to se

scale distributed energy solutions, and 

Development Bank will loan USD 180 m

Africa projects improving access to ele

through off-grid solutions.

Efforts made to increase energy acces

other sectors critical to human develop

Access to electricity can improve the a

and reliability of the water supply. It can

facilitate extension of basic rural healthc

and enable the outreach of telecommu

services in rural or island contexts, ther

contributing to the UN Sustainable Dev

Goals. 

This complementarity presents a comp

for policy-makers to adopt a more holis

to energy access and to include it as a

to stimulate economy-wide developme

poverty and improve livelihoods, all wh

the planet from the dangerous effects o

change. Adnan Amin, IRENA Director-General

GENDER EQUALITY AS AN 
INTEGRAL COMPONENT OF 
GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
In September 2015, world 

leaders launched the 

new global development 

agenda encompassing the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). In December, 

at COP21 in Paris, a new 

international climate 

agreement is expected 

to be reached. These 

agreements offer a once in 

a generation opportunity 

to achieve the sustainable 

and inclusive development 

people everywhere seek. 

Gender equality and women’s 

empowerment must be 

priorities in these agendas.  

Despite notable progress in some 

areas, gender inequality remains a major 

impediment to the advancement of 

women and to development. While the 

number of women in paid employment 

has increased, women do remain 

disproportionately represented in 

vulnerable employment. Women’s wages 

continue on average to be between four 

to 36 per cent lower than men’s.   Overall, 

women are less likely than men to have 

access to decent work, assets, and formal 

credit. And women comprise only 22 per 

cent of the world’s parliamentarians.

Nations have made many commitments 

to gender equality from the time of 

agreement to the provisions of the United 

Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women, the Beijing Declaration 

and Platform for Action, right through 

to the Millennium Declaration. Their 

Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator and Chair 

of the UN Development Group 

commitments are reiterated in “the 2030 Agenda 

for Global Action” which sets out the new SDGs. 

The challenge now is to turn words into action with 

and for women.

There is now widespread recognition that gender 

equality is both a matter of human rights and is 

catalytic for growth and development. Studies 

show that children born to women with some 

formal education are more likely to survive to their 

fifth birthday, receive adequate nutrition, and be 

immunized and enrolled in school.[1] Access to 

sexual and reproductive health services enables 

women to plan their families and expand their 

opportunities, and it also helps reduce both 

maternal and child mortality.

Empowering women helps drive economic growth, 

making investing in gender equality important 

to the G20 agenda.  At the last G20 Summit in 

Brisbane, leaders rightly agreed on “the goal of 

reducing the gap in participation rates between 

men and women by 25 per cent by 2025, taking 

into account national circumstances, to bring more 

than 100 million women into the labour force, and 

significantly increase global growth and reduce 

poverty and inequality”. This is an important step.

Reducing gender inequality in a major sector like 

agriculture is vital for enhancing economic growth, 

food security, and the well-being of families and 

communities. According to a report by the United 

Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization, while 

women supply nearly half of global agricultural 

labor, they do not reap the same rewards as their 

male counterparts. The report contends that 

if women had the same access to productive 

resources as men, they could increase yields on 

their farms by twenty to thirty per cent. That could 

raise total agricultural output in developing countries 

by 2.5 to four per cent per annum, and reduce the 

number of hungry people in the world by twelve to 

seventeen per cent.

The need to level the playing field for women 

farmers is recognized in SDG 2 on ending hunger, 

which includes the target of doubling by 2030 the 

agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale 

food producers, namely women, through equal 

access to land, and to resources such as financial 

services and markets. Under the leadership 

of the Turkish Presidency, G20 members are 

about to adopt an Action Plan on Food Security 

and Sustainable Food Systems, through which 

they will support food system employment and 

entrepreneurial opportunities, in particular for 

smallholders including women and youth.

 

 

In many places, women bear the primary 

responsibility for growing food, managing natural 

resources, and securing the energy needs of their 

families. The new climate agreement must respond 

to and support the central role of women in building 

climate-resilience and supporting low emission 

development.  Because women are so often on 

the frontlines of climate change and disasters, 

their full participation in global policymaking and 

implementation, including in the new Paris accord, 

is vital for action on climate change. 

The United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) makes achieving gender equality a central 

focus of its efforts to eradicate poverty. Our work 

includes preventing and responding to sexual and 

gender-based violence, which persists everywhere. 

It includes providing support for gender-

responsive economic policy-making and women’s 

participation in decision-making, including for 

peace making and peace building. This focus is 

reinforced by SDG 16, which aims to promote 

peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, including by ensuring responsive, 

inclusive, participatory, and representative decision-

making at all levels.

There is no silver bullet for achieving sustainable 

development, but investing in gender equality is 

certainly a critical component of our efforts build a 

more inclusive, sustainable, and resilient world. 

“There is now widespread recognition that 
gender equality is both a matter of human 
rights and is catalytic for growth and 
development. Studies show that children born 
to women with some formal education are 
more likely to survive to their fifth birthday, 
receive adequate nutrition, and be immunized 
and enrolled in school.”
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me is now for sustainable investing.  It

onger an investment approach that is 

ed by niche, ethical or impact investors.  

inable investing is going mainstream.  

with the world facing unprecedented 

nges such as irreversible climate change

massive environmental degradation, we 

much more.  And, for that, we need

g policy action.  Industry action is 

al but we cannot rely on a market-led 

ormation alone – it must also be

-led.

ship from within the industry
od news is that we are beginning to see real leadership 

broad range of investors, particularly on the need to 

bstantial capital towards addressing climate change

es.  As a recent example, an industry-led statement 

ate change has been signed by over 370 leading 

onal investors, representing assets of over US$24trillion

gh this statement, institutional investors are calling for 

r political leadership and for the more ambitious policies 

needed in order for climate investments to be scaled 

commitment by major investors is highly significant.

rs are part of the solution
nvestors can and will be at the heart of change, not 

cause of a growing awareness that they are facing the 

ct of significant losses and erosion of value from climate 

and environmental damage.  At the conservative end, 

nomist Intelligence Unit recently calculated that the 

g expected losses from climate change to the current

manageable assets in discounted, present value 

re valued at US$4.2trn, roughly on a par with the total

all the world’s listed oil and gas companies or Japan’s

DP (Economist Intelligence Unit, 2015). Warming 

grees Celsius could lead to a present value loss of 

8trn, representing roughly 10% of global total assets.

a Robinson, Chief Executive

iation for Sustainable and 

nsible Investment in Asia (ASrIA) 

But investors recognize that this is not oonly about 

risk management and likely value erosionn.  There are 

widespread opportunities associated witth low carbon 

and climate resilient growth, many of whhich are clearly 

profitable, particularly in sectors focusedd on resource 

management, energy efficiency, green inffrastructure 

and buildings. And solving the energy coonundrum is at 

the core of sustainable growth, particularrly in emerging

markets.  In Asia alone, a massive investmment of 

US$3.6tn is needed to equip the region wwith the power

capacity needed by 2030. Two thirds of that sum will be 

spent on renewable generation technologgies such as 

wind, solar and hydro-electric  .  The markket potential is 

huge and obvious.

Significant investment is required to finnance the low 
carbon transition
Despite the rationale behind why climate innvestment 

makes sense, much more is needed: a signnificant shift 

in investment patterns and a scale-up in invvestment

volume are required to meet climate and ennergy goals. 

These goals can only be achieved if governnments create 

conducive investment environments througgh appropriate 

incentives and mechanisms to facilitate privvate sector

engagement and capital flows.

Policy makers must support the transitioon
Policy emphasis should be placed on suppoorting the 

development and deployment of renewable energy 

and energy efficiency technologies in parallelel with 

measures to reduce fossil fuel dependenciess. Redirecting 

subsidies and adopting other mechanisms, ssuch as fiscal 

measures, that support the adoption of climaate friendly

technologies are to be encouraged. Carbon pricing is 

also crucial to addressing climate change.  TThe longer

governments do not take action on tackling tthis market 

failure, the longer institutional investors will bee unable to

accurately price in the risks.

Similarly, disincentives are needed to avoid, reeduce and 

manage polluting industries and land use convversion – 

particularly of tropical peat land forest. Care neeeds to be 

taken to ensure that climate resilient infrastructcture and 

large-scale renewable energy projects are devveloped 

with appropriate environmental and social safeeguards in

place, these ideally being considered during sttrategic land

use planning to ensure that any anticipated siggnificant 

adverse impacts on sensitive receivers, includinng existing 

community users, can either be avoided or sattisfactorily

addressed well in advance of any physical deveelopment.

Investing sustainably is going mainstream in paart because

there is a growing awareness of the massive risksks of 

not doing so.  Examples such as major pensionn and 

endowment funds divesting out of fossil fuel commpanies 

and of the soaring demand for environmental, sosocial and 

governance (ESG) funds are evidence of this. 

But strong policy is needed to create a basis for r investors 

to seek out opportunities that have a production  and 

consumption profile more aligned with low carboon, low

pollution, and resource efficient growth.  Against t the 

backdrop of international climate negotiations, invvestors 

can and will play their part in building a sustainabble future.  

But so too must governments. 
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L TRADE

ong its 161 members – making it an 

easingly critical pillar of today’s system of 

bal governance.

le progress in the Doha Development

enda – the latest in a long line of trade 

unds’ – has proved very difficult, a

wing list of new WTO agreements –

ering everything from customs reform, 

nformation technology products, to 

ernment procurement, to financial and 

telecommmunications services – are opening up 

new tradee opportunities, in new sectors, often 

in innovattive ways. It is estimated that the 2013 

WTO Tradde Facilitation Agreement alone could 

have a bigger impact on reducing trade costs 

than the eelimination of all remaining global tariffs. 

The July 22015 agreement to expand the scope 

of the WTTO Information Technology Agreement, 

promises to eliminate tariffs on high tech 

products which represent 7 per cent of global 

trade – mmore than trade in textiles, apparel,

iron and ssteel combined. The WTO’s 10th

ministeriaal conference in Nairobi this December 

(the first ssuch event to be held in Africa), will 

be an opppportunity to advance negotiations and 

to deliverr some further significant outcomes in

support oof growth and development.

Indeed, ssupporting development is now a 

central eelement of the WTO’s work. Since 

1995, thee developing countries’ share of global 

merchanndise trade has grown from 27 per cent

to over 443 per cent – and their share of global 

GDP hass risen from 41 per cent to over 53

per cent.. Emerging economies have become 

indispenssable drivers of the global economy, 

as well aas leading voices in the international

econommic system. There are many reasons why

developiing countries have achieved economic 

lift-off, bbut surely none is more important than 

their inteegration into the global economy – a 

process s that has depended, in turn, on today’s 

extraorddinarily open, reliable and secure world

trading ssystem. 

However, the WTO’s short history is obviouslyy 

not one of unbroken success. Disappointing 

progress in the long-running Doha Round

is a lingering and high profile reminder. But 

it important to recognise that the WTO’s 

contribution to the world economy in generall, 

and to development in particular, is much 

broader than the Doha negotiations, even as 

they remain a key element of our work.

Non-multilateral initiatives will naturally continue 

to blossom, but we must maintain the WTO 

as a strong and comprehensive foundation ofof 

global trade. The WTO was not the first attemmpt 

to create a global trading system, nor the firstst 

time that policy makers aimed to realize the

vision of global peace through shared prospeerity. 

After the Second World War, the internationaal 

community also saw the building of an open  

global trading system as essential precursor to 

building a new post-war international order. BBut

the bold plan to create an International Tradee 

Organization soon fell victim to Cold War rivaalries 

and waning support for internationalism. It wwas 

not until the WTO’s creation five decades lateer 

that the dream of a permanent and global traade 

organization was reaalized – makingg the WTO the 

first truly internationaal institution of the post-Cold 

War era playing a keey role in globaal economic 

governance. 

The WTO is ultimateely the result, nnot the cause, 

of members’ willingness to coopeness to cooperrate on trade. 

Its creation and subssequent succeess reflects 

the growing realization among moon among more and more 

countries that trade opening can leead to growth 

and development, thhat agreed rulees strengthen,

not weaken, sovereigeignty, and that advancing 

our national interestts increasingly ddepends on 

advancing our collecctive interests. As today’s 

global economy grows increasinglows increasinglyy open, 

interdependent and  multipolar, it iss clear that 

enhancing cooperattion in internattional trade is 

becoming more, not less, importaot less, important. But just 

because the WTO is important does important do s not make it 

invulnerable. The WTWTO’s first twennty years have 

been successful because of membecause of mem rs’

firm commitment to the system ando the system an  

constructive decisioons. This attitudde will 

be fundamental in eensuring that thhe next 

twenty years are as s successful. 

There are many reasons 
hy developing countries 
ave achieved economic 
ft-off, but surely none 
more important than 

heir integration into the 
lobal economy”

s of grreater energy

ability. In return, the IEA 

riencess. 

electriccity to more 

aroundd half a billion 

its owwn borders, with 

nd otheer regions

e world’’s largest 

solar PPV capacity each 

will overttake Germany 

n the wworld.

No discussion of low-carbon energy would 

be complete without a mention of nuclear, 

and China has huge ambitions for its nuclear 

sector. Right now, of the 67 reactors being built

globally, more than one-third are here in China

But another story that is less well-known is

China’s expansion of hydropower and its 

impacts. According to IEA analysis, in fact, 

the emissions avoided in China over the last

10 years thanks to its increase in hydropower

capacity alone are greater than all the

emissions avoided in the United States as a

result of the switch from coal to natural gas 

during the same time.

We also recognise and applaud the steps taken 

by China, not only to lower its reliance on coal, 

but also to improve the efficiency of its coal

use. Again, according to IEA analysis, thanks 

to tighter domestic regulation, the efficiency of 

the coal-fired power fleet in China is now higher

than that of the OECD average. Another very 

impressive achievement.

But there is still a long way to go, in China 

as elsewhere, before we are on a pathway 

towards a more sustainable energy future. We 

have shown that – even though China has 

pledged to achieve a peak in its carbon dioxide 

emissions around 2030, if not earlier – the 

world as a whole is not on track to replicate

this achievement, with global emissions still

projected to be on an increasing trend by that

date. We need to do more than weaken the 

link between economic growth and greenhouse 

gas emissions: we need to harness technology

and policy in a united effort to break this link 

completely. In this area, China is one of the 

leaders of global efforts.

This country has created significant, poositive 

political momentum ahead of the climatte 

negotiations in Paris later this year. As I wrote 

in the People’s Daily newspaper back inn July, 

China’s constructive leadership deservees 

applause.…

But China still has many important policycy 

challenges ahead, on which the IEA 

Secretariat and IEA member countries hhave 

valuable experience to share. For exampple, 

one such area is air pollution as a result of 

coal combustion, vehicle exhaust, indusstrial 

operations and construction, which is noow a 

serious problem affecting many Chinesee cities. 

IEA members have faced similar problemms in 

the past, and so we have an opportunityy to 

draw on these experiences and find soluutions 

together. There are also questions of efficcient 

market operation and design, as well as 

deployment of low carbon tetechnologies and 

designing energy efficiency policies….

In some fields, such as ultraa-high-voltage 

electricity transmission, Chinna is leading and 

IEA members can benefit. Inn others, the 

experience of IEA members could provide 

insights for China. We also hhave a strong 

convergence of interest in thhe core area of 

energy security...

 In short, we must make rooom for China 

under the IEA umbrella in ordrder to safeguard 

and extend the benefits of ccollective energy 

security. We are also prepareed to work to 

support China’s constructivee perspective in

leading global energy discusssions.

During its G20 presidency neext year, China 

will be in a position to proposse an ambitious 

energy agenda. Improving ennergy efficiency,

renewable energy, global eneergy governance

and energy access – in addittion to other 

energy topics to be agreed bby the G20 – are

among the issues that the woorld will benefit 

from during China’s G20 pressidency…

And so I repeat my call for thee start of a new 

era: If China and the IEA can work together,

China benefits. If China and tthe IEA can work 

together, the IEA benefits. If CChina and the IEA 

can work together, the world  benefits. This 

is my appeal to you today. Leet’s start a new 

era. Let’s work together. Togeether – and very 

closely.

Thank you very much. Xièxiè.

“Noo diisccussioioon of loww-
carbboon eenergrggy would d
be ccommppletee wwithout 
a meentntioon off nnuclear, 
andd Chhinna haass huge 
ambbitiionons foorr its nucleear 
secttor.r. RRight t nnow, of ththe 
67 reeacactotors bbeeing buillt 
globballly,y, morree than onne-
thirdd aaree hereree in Chinaa”
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ago, there

y conflict and 

lion persons 

e declining,

Liberia, Sierra

on and hope. 

CR was going to 

But things have taken a tturn for the worse. Today, 

there are more than 60 mmillion refugees, asylum-

seekers and internally dissplaced persons worldwide 

as a result of conflict andd persecution…

The world has changed iin these ten years. There

has been meaningful ecoonomic growth, the 

number of absolute poor has decreased to a record 

low as the World Bank annnounced this morning,

technological advances hhave brought many 

important benefits. But it is also true that the world

has become more fragile,, conflicts have spread in 

unpredictable ways, and tthe nature of conflict has 

grown highly complex. Onne of the consequences

has been a shrinking of huumanitarian space, which 

has made the work of orgganizations like UNHCR

much more difficult and haazardous…

To prevent a new spiral of ff fragility and instability, 

development actors have tto be given more 

flexibility and better tools too act early and quickly, to 

stabilize and to build resilieence. To achieve this, we

need a fundamental revieww of the strategies and 

policies of bilateral and muultilateral development

cooperation…

For us humanitarians, it is oof course essential to

preserve the autonomy of hhumanitarian space, 

to enable us to act on behaalf of all people who 

require our help, in full resppect of the principles of 

independence, neutrality annd impartiality. But we 

must also recognize that froom the point of view of 

strategic analysis, humanitaarian, development and 

security issues are three facces of the same complex

reality…

UNHCR has been working hard to strengthen

our partnership with developopment actors…But 

much remains to be done too bring about the

culture change that is necessary tto facilitate closer

links between humanitarian and ddevelopment

interventions.

There is an opportunity to do this now, as 

governments just agreed on the SSustainable 

Development Goals for the next 15 years. The 

SDGs are an important step forwaard, although

they – like most development coopoperation policies 

– still do not sufficiently take into acccount the reality 

that vast parts of the world today aare mired in 

conflicts. But the principle of univeersality, the pledge 

that no one shall be left behind, annd the explicit 

recognition that refugees and interrnally displaced 

people are among the most vulnerrable, are a key 

entry point for ensuring the conflict t dimension is 

not overlooked in the SDGs. UNHCCR will identify 

a number of countries where refugeees constitute

a statistically significant portion of thhe population,

and work with national authorities aand donors to 

meet the SDGs in a way that includdes all population

groups…

For UNHCR, not leaving anyone beehind also means 

achieving a durable solution, allowinng refugees to 

restart their lives and be productive e members of 

society…

UNHCR has therefore been focusinng on new 

approaches, emphasizing comprehhensive 

solutions strategies and working witth partners and

governments to strengthen refugeess’ resilience 

and self-reliance in the near term annd to prepare for 

solutions in the future…for me, theree are two more 

aspects that the [World Humanitariaan] Summit 

should not ignore. The first is the hummanitarian-

development connection, which I haave already 

mentioned.

But the ssecond is the imperative of building a more 

inclusive humanitarian system that better reflects 

the univeersal character of the values guiding our 

work andd allows us to join the capacities of all

humanitaarian actors in the response. We have 

to overcoome the current situation of different 

organizatitions from different cultural backgrounds 

sometimees working in parallel without effective 

coordinattion, which can result in gaps and overlaps

and only hhurts those we are trying to help.

It is obvioous that a truly universal humanitarian 

communitity can never be achieved by translating 

perspectivves from one part of the world into a

“one size fifits all” approach. Instead, in order to

move beyyond the essentially Western creation 

that is the e present multilateral system and build

a more unniversal partnership, we should focus 

on somethhing that is already there but often

overlookedd – our shared basis of humanitarian 

values thatat spans all cultures. Refugee protection 

is an excelellent example that humanitarian values

sal butare univers being sometimes expressed 

All differently. major religions embrace the values

ples unand princip derpinning refugee protection 

– showing compass– showing ion and generosity towards 

need, speople in n heltering persecuted strangers, 

early eqand even e uivalents of the concept of non-

refoulement…refoulemen

UNHCR and the humUNHCR a anitarian world will be very

different twenty different tw years from now. The future will be 

determined by ourdetermined  readiness to change and adapt, 

provided that thiprovided th s change takes place within the 

same framework ofsame fram  organizational values 

– the respect for– the respe  humanitarian principles,

human dignity, dihuman dig versity and human rights.
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Their 

commitments are reiterated in “the 2030 Agenda 

for Global Action” which sets out the new SDGs. 

The challenge now is to turn words into action with

and for women.

There is now widespread recognition that gender

equality is both a matter of human rights and is

catalytic for growth and development. Studies

show that children born to women with some 

formal education are more likely to survive to their 

fifth birthday, receive adequate nutrition, and be

immunized and enrolled in school.[1] Access to

sexual and reproductive health services enables 

women to plan their families and expand their 

opportunities, and it also helps reduce both 

maternal and child mortality.

Empowering women helps drive economic growth,

making investing in gender equality important 

to the G20 agenda.  At the last G20 Summit in 

Brisbane, leaders rightly agreed on “the goal of 

reducing the gap in participation rates between 

men and women by 25 per cent by 2025, taking 

into account national circumstances, to bring more

than 100 million women into the labour force, and

significantly increase global growth and reduce

poverty and inequality”. This is an important step.

Reducing gender inequality in a maajor sector like 

agriculture is vital for enhancing ecoonomic growth,

food security, and the well-being of ffamilies and 

communities. According to a reportt by the United 

Nation’s Food and Agriculture Orgaannization, while 

women supply nearly half of global aagricultural 

labor, they do not reap the same rewwards as their 

male counterparts. The report conteends that 

if women had the same access to pproductive

resources as men, they could increaase yields on 

their farms by twenty to thirty per ceent. That could 

raise total agricultural output in deveeloping countries

by 2.5 to four per cent per annum, aand reduce the 

number of hungry people in the worrld by twelve to

seventeen per cent.

The need to level the playing field forr women 

farmers is recognized in SDG 2 on eending hunger, 

which includes the target of doublingg by 2030 the 

agricultural productivity and incomess of small-scale 

food producers, namely women, thrrough equal 

access to land, and to resources sucuch as financial 

services and markets. Under the leaddership 

of the Turkish Presidency, G20 memmbers are 

about to adopt an Action Plan on Foood Security 

and Sustainable Food Systems, throough which 

they will support food system employoyment and 

entrepreneurial opportunities, in partiicular for 

smallholders including women and yyouth.

In many places, wommen bear the primary

responsibility for growwing food, managing nnatural 

resources, and securiing the energy needs s of their 

families. The new climmate agreement must t respond 

to and support the ceentral role of women inn building 

climate-resilience andd supporting low emisssion 

development.  Becauuse women are so ofteten on 

the frontlines of climatte change and disasteters, 

their full participation inin global policymakingg and 

implementation, includding in the new Paris s accord, 

is vital for action on climmate change. 

The United Nations DeDevelopment Programmme 

(UNDP) makes achievving gender equality aa central 

focus of its efforts to eeradicate poverty. Our work 

includes preventing annd responding to sexxual and 

gender-based violencce, which persists eveerywhere. 

It includes providing ssupport for gender-

responsive economic policy-making and wwomen’s 

participation in decisioon-making, including for

peace making and peaeace building. This foccus is 

reinforced by SDG 16,, which aims to prommote 

peaceful and inclusive e societies for sustainable 

development, includingg by ensuring responnsive, 

inclusive, participatory,y, and representative ddecision-

making at all levels.

There is no silver bulletet for achieving sustainable

development, but inveesting in gender equaality is 

certainly a critical compponent of our effortss build a 

more inclusive, sustainnable, and resilient wworld. 

“TTheeree iss now wwideesspreeead recoogngnnitionn thaat 
geenddeer eeqqualityy is bbothhh a mattterer oof huumaan 
rigghttss anndd is cattalyytic fffor growwthth h andd 
deeveeloopmmment. Sttudidies ssshow thhat t cchilddren n born 
to  wwommennn with ssomme fooormal edducucacationn aree 
mooree llikeelly to suurvivive ttto their fiffiftfth birh irthdday, 
recceiivve aadddequatte nnutriittion, annd bd bebe immmunnized 
annd eennrolllled in sschhool..””
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ABLLLLEES: 

apprroved at the UN 

catee poverty while

ponnent of this agenda 

elecctricity. 

d ecoonomic impact of going

annuaally. Households without 

harcoaal, candles and kerosene

city sttruggle to refrigerate 

cook stoves cause 4.3 million

globaal access to electricity, 

but thhere is still too large a gap 

between the haves and the have nots. More than

one billion people, mostly in rural areas, still lack 

access while another one billion have unreliable 

supply.  

Renewable energy, specifically off-grid renewable 

energy, has a key role to play in closing this gap. 

Renewables are now the default choice for off-grid 

installations in most rural and peri-urban areas and 

IRENA estimates off-grid solutions can meet the

majority, roughly 60 per cent, of the demand.

Thanks to dramatic cost reductions in recent 

years, renewable technologies are now the most 

economic option for off-grid electrification. They

can be significantly cheaper than diesel-fired 

generation or kerosene-based conventional lighting, 

the dominant sources of rural electricity supply. For

example, if Nigeria used modern off-grid lighting

solutions, it would save more than USD 1.4 billion 

annually. Replacing all the kerosene, candles and 

batteries used annually for off-grid lighting would 

also save Nigeria the equivalent of 17.3 million 

barrels of crude oil per year.

Beyond pure costs, the modular nature of off-grid

renewables allows them to be customised to meet

local needs and be deployed rapidly. For example,

Bangladesh’s solar hhome system programme 

deployed 280,000 sosolar home systems in six 

years between 20022 and 2008. Today, it deploys 

the same number in ffewer than five months. 

The programme noww benefits over 13 million 

beneficiaries or nine pper cent of the total population.

The business case foor deploying off-grid

renewables in rural arareas has never been stronger,

and innovative busineess models are emerging to

encourage growth in n the sector. But further tapping

into this vast potentiaal will require collective efforts 

to create an enabling g environment that supports

the scale-up of energgy access efforts through 

private sector particippation. This includes adopting

an effective policy andd regulatory framework,

along with tailored buusiness and financing models

and adapting technollogies to the rural context. If 

the enabling environmment is appropriate, off-grid

solutions can be deplloyed rapidly to extend 

electricity access for mmeeting basic needs but also 

for promoting producctive uses, as modelled by the 

Bangladesh solar homme system programme.

These enabling policiees can also create a more 

secure environment too encourage investment. We 

currently invest USD nnine billion a year on energy

access, but USD 45 bbillion is needed to achieve 

univeersal access. This invvestment is be

to tricckle in. For example,, the US-led P

Africaa’s “Beyond the Gridd” initiative com

one bbillion over the next fivfive years to se

scale e distributed energy ssolutions, and 

Deveelopment Bank will loaoan USD 180 m

Africaa projects improving access to ele

throuugh off-grid solutions..

Effortts made to increase eenergy acces

other r sectors critical to huuman develop

Accesss to electricity can iimprove the ac

and reeliability of the water r supply. It can

facilitaate extension of basicc rural healthc

and eenable the outreach oof telecommu

servicces in rural or island ccontexts, ther

contriibuting to the UN Susustainable Dev

Goalss. 

This ccomplementarity pressents a comp

for pololicy-makers to adoppt a more holis

to eneergy access and to innclude it as a

to stimmulate economy-widede developme

povertty and improve livelihhoods, all wh

the plaanet from the dangerrous effects o

changge. 
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Plenary Address

FAO DIRECTOR GENERALS 
ADDRESS AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT 
SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2015 

Mr. President, Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to start by congratulating 

you all for adopting the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development.

We have given ourselves an enormous 

task, that begins with the historic 

commitment of not only reducing but 

also eradicating poverty, hunger in a 

sustainable way.

The new agenda clearly recognizes the centrality of 

food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture 

development.

The full range of Sustainable Development Goals cannot 

be achieved without rapid progress in eliminating hunger 

and malnutrition by 2030.

At the same time, reaching

the other SDGs will make easier the task of ending 

hunger and extreme poverty. 

We have made progress in the past years, but we still 

have many challenges ahead.

The number of hungry people has dropped by over 200 

million since 1990. Over 70 developing countries, out 

of the 120 monitored by FAO, have met the Millennium 

Development Goal hunger target.

But there is much more to be done.

Nearly 800 million people continue to suffer from chronic 

hunger. This is unacceptable.

We can only rest when we achieve zero hunger. To do 

so we must invest responsibly, responding to the needs 

of the world´s poor population, and promote inclusive 

growth.

Agriculture and rural development are central to this 

effort, as over 70 percent of the world´s poor and food 

insecure live in rural areas of developing countries.

It is clear that we need to build more sustainable 

agriculture and food systems, that are resilient to stresses 

and better able to cope with – and respond to the 

climate change impact

But let me add that investing in sustainable agriculture is 

crucial, but still not enough.

Ending hunger also needs well-designed social 

protection systems.

The combination of productive support 

and social protection is the only way to 

ensure the food and nutrition security of 

today´s hungry.

The three Rome-based Agencies have 

estimated the additional investment 

needed to end hunger: only 160 dollars 

per year per person living in extreme 

poverty in the next 15 years.

This represents less than half percent of 

the global income in 2014. And it is only 

a small fraction of the cost that hunger 

and malnutrition impose on economies, 

societies and people.

Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and 

Gentlemen,

We have an enormous task ahead of us. 

But one that we can tackle successfully if 

we work together.

FAO has supported the Post-2015 

Development Agenda process.

FAO is committed to continue to be part of 

this effort, by supporting governments and 

working with non-state actors to achieve 

the Sustainable Development Goals

This is the time to unite our forces to realize 

the “Future we want”.

Thank you for your attention.

   HEALTHCARE   8988   HEALTHCARE

Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health Organization

Remarks at the G7 Health Ministers Meeting. Session on  

Ebola: lessons learned and the International Health Regulations. 

Berlin, Germany 

9 October 2015

WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL ADDRESSES 
G7 HEALTH MINISTERS ON EBOLA

Honourable ministers, ladies 

and gentlemen, I will focus 

my remarks on lessons 

learned and the IHR.

Managing the global regime for 

controlling the international spread 

of disease is a central and historical 

responsibility of WHO. In a given 

year, WHO manages around 100 

outbreaks of familiar diseases, like 

cholera, dengue, meningitis, and 

many others. This Ebola outbreak 

was different. It was complex in 

size and context, present in three 

countries which were unfamiliar with 

the disease and ill-prepared.

Since Ebola first emerged in 

1976, WHO and its partners 

have responded to 22 previous 

outbreaks. Even the largest of these 

were controlled within four to six 

months.

The outbreak in West Africa has 

been different. The Ebola virus is 

well-equipped to take advantage of 

any weaknesses in preparedness, 

any gaps in control measures. The 

event in West Africa was a dramatic 

and tragic revelation of weaknesses 

and gaps.

Clinicians had no vaccine, no 

treatment, and no personal 

equipment specifically designed 

to protect them from one of the 

deadliest pathogens known.

All responders had difficulty finding 

sufficient numbers of experienced 

clinicians and epidemiologists. 

Much about the disease, including 

its modes of transmission, natural 

history, and clinical features, was 

poorly understood.

This is the fear factor. Let me give 

you a comparison. In the Philippines 

after the typhoon, WHO coordinated 

150 medical teams. For Ebola, 

less than five medical teams could 

be deployed. On this, I thank the 

German government for mobilizing 

volunteers, its Red Cross staff, and 

the military. Germany was the first 

country to accept non-German 

Ebola patients for treatment at its 

hospitals.

The virus circulated in Guinea for 

three months, undetected, off every 

radar screen, initially misdiagnosed 

as cholera, later thought to be 

Lassa fever. This tells us the early 

warning system was not working. 

Nor was adequate diagnostic 

capacity available.

It took neighbouring Liberia and 

Sierra Leone several weeks to 

confirm that the virus had entered 

their territories. These delays gave 

the virus a head start with explosive 

momentum.

In Sierra Leone, the entire health 

system was overwhelmed less 

than six weeks after the first case 

was confirmed. National and 

international responses ran behind 

the virus and did not begin to catch 

up until late October of last year.

This is my first point. No regime for 

global governance can manage the 

invisible.

The simultaneous outbreak in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

operated almost like a control 

group. This was the country’s 

seventh Ebola outbreak. It was 

prepared.

“Since Ebola first 
emerged in 1976, 
WHO and its partners 
have responded 
to 22 previous 
outbreaks. Even the 
largest of these were 
controlled within four 
to six months.” Im
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A basic assumption we 

should make in the process 

of understanding better 

the relations between 

sustainability as a long term 

concept and our daily life is that 

all of us (either as individuals or 

as institutions) have a share of the 

responsibility to deliver a better 

planet to the next generations. 

And the way we exercise this 

responsibility is demonstrated 

and materialised through the 

choices we make. And while 

the choices and decisions of 

institutions are emerging via 

policies, the decisions and choices 

of individuals are emerging via 

lifestyles. 

The concept of sustainable lifestyles has 

emerged over the last 20 years within 

the global efforts to promote Sustainable 

Consumption and Production (SCP). They 

are broadly defined as “patterns of action and 

consumption, used by people to affiliate and 

differentiate themselves from others, which: 

meet basic needs, provide a better quality of 

life, minimise the use of natural resources and 

emissions of waste and pollutants over the 

lifecycle, and do not jeopardise the needs of 

future generations ”. While this definition could 

be applied to every society at any development 

stage we need to acknowledge that for 

someone to demonstrate a sustainable lifestyle 

needs to have:

• Available market options (in terms of 

available goods and services) that will help her/

him to make sustainable choices;

• Access to these options from both a 

physical and economic point of view;

SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES: FROM 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY TO 
COLLECTIVE IMPACT

Dr. Stefanos Fotiou, Head of “Cities 

and Lifestyles” Unit, United Nations 

Environment Programme

• Capacity to evaluate the sustainability of the options that is on offer.

It is quite often supported that a number of small things we can do as 

citizens or consumers have the potential to influence sustainability. We 

have all heard messages like “take a shower instead of a bath” (and what 

about the millions of people without access to water?) and “consume 

organic food instead of agriculture produces grown by industrial methods” 

(and what about the millions without access to basic food?). Even if we 

assume that a big number of individuals has the necessary options, 

access and capacity to make sustainable choices, can se assume that all 

such individual acts will result on a collective and big impact? 

The answer to this question depends on the conditions upon which these 

choices are made and the way the results of these decisions are projected 

in the overall socio-economic system. To be able to add all the good 

results of individual choices to big collective impact we must make sure 

that some other conditions are also met. 

We need first to acknowledge that individual action and small 

environmental choices is a necessary condition for sustainability to 

happen; but it is not sufficient. Still, government has a critical role in 

harvesting these small opportunities. As a recent UNEP report reveals 

“pro-environment actions can only be sustained or scaled up if a broader 

culture of sustainability is developed and institutionalised, and true 

sustainability driven innovation is fostered. In this case, these actions can 

contribute and become part of the norm, supported by the necessary 

systems and infrastructure ”. For sustainable lifestyles to be part of our 

cultures and societies and become part of our everyday lives, they must 

be enabled and developed at all levels, through the social and technical 

systems and institutions that surround us.

We need also to make sure that any action on promoting sustainable 

lifestyles results in a fair distribution or responsibility among the people. 

There are many studies showing that people will welcome pro-active 

sustainability polices, including economic measures, provided that: 

i) these policies and measures are justified; ii) any economic benefits 

derived are used for the common wellbeing; and iii) that the distribution of 

economic burden is done under the principle of common but differentiated 

responsibility.

We further need to ensure that the results of individual actions when 

aggregated are not measured only in relative terms but in absolute 

numbers as well. There is a tendency to calculate sustainability gains 

in relative terms – relative to no gains at all. This approach holds up the 

unsustainable business-as-usual scenario as the default, bar a few quick 

fixes. Yet, while sustainability initiatives are growing, the unsustainable 

ones are growing at a faster rate, cancelling out all the gains. Relative 

gains do not solve the problem if the whole system remains unsustainable. 

To make individual choices part of a much bigger collective result on 

sustainable development we need a big focus on education, 

knowledge, awareness and information. We need to provide 

knowledge, values and skills to enable individuals and societies 

to go beyond responsible consumption and become actors of 

change.
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Mr. President, Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentleman.

Thank you for drawing the 

world’s attention back to the 

victims of Syria’s ongoing 

conflict. 
 

Since the beginning of this crisis, the World 

Food Programme has worked to address the 

daily food and nutrition needs of 4 million people 

inside Syria and of 2.3 million people outside 

Syria.

In 2012, I made my first visit to Jordan’s Zaatari 

Refugee Camp.  WFP was there working with 

our partners to provide hot meals to those 

arriving and monthly food rations to the 17,000 

Syrians then calling the camp home.

As I was walking through the camp I met 

women who had walked for miles carrying small 

children in search of shelter, food, and safety.  

I met children who had already been out of 

school for weeks, for months – and this was in 

2012.  I met husbands and fathers who were 

angry! Angry because conflict had forced them 

to leave their farms, their livestock, or their small 

business.  Angry because they could now only 

feed their families by standing in lines for food, 

water and bread.

Because we recognized the importance of 

bread in the diets of Syrian families, we also 

began baking and distributing 130,000 pieces 

of pitta bread per day in addition to our usual 

rations.

A man began following me through the camp 

and shouting at me in Arabic.  I asked the 

translator to find out what the man was shouting.  

He began shouting louder and crumbling a piece 

of the bread in his hand.  The translator said “He 

is angry about the bread.” “He asks if you would 

feed this terrible bread to your children.”

I said, “Ask him what is wrong with the bread.” 

The man shouted back to me and the growing 

crowd, “This is Jordanian bread, not Syrian 

bread!” He shouted “This is not our bread! This 

is bad bread!”  I asked “What was his business 

in Syria?”  He said, “I am a Syrian baker!”

The next day – and every day since – that 

man and other Syrian refugee bakers worked 

with our team in Zaatari to produce the right 

bread.  We have since baked and distributed 

more than 360 million pieces of the right bread, 

Syrian bread.  Bread represents the importance 

of getting the response right, avoiding a 

humanitarian response further complicating the 

already challenging political issues.

The WFP Syrian response team is working 

across the region to meet the food and nutrition 

needs of the most vulnerable victims of the 

Syrian crisis.  In the five neighboring countries, 

we are working outside Syria to serve refugees 

in both the camps like Zaatari as well as 

refugees hosted by community neighborhoods.  

And we are working inside Syria to serve the 

displaced in opposition- as well as in regime-

held areas.

Excellencies, as you well know, the longer this 

crisis continues, its victims become ever more 

vulnerable.

The more people suffer and die from starvation 

and malnutrition, stunted child development, 

deprived of nutrition they suffer from long term 

consequences of deteriorating health and broad 

despair.

Those inside Syria’s highest-priority districts 

– with the highest concentration of displaced 

people – live without livelihoods, without an 

income, unable to meet their basic needs.

Before the conflict began Syria was a net food 

exporter, but drought and conflict have put food 

increasingly out of reach.  Food is harder to 

produce, harder to import.  Inside Syria, wheat 

is twice as expensive as it was before the crisis.  

Rice, four times as expensive.  Bread prices are 

up 55 percent.

As a result any food available, is – too often, 

for too many – inaccessible.  6.8 million people 

require critical food assistance.  More than half a 

million more than this time last year.

The decline in food security and the destruction 

and weakening of water and health services have 

created a serious nutritional crisis.  Four million 

Syrian women and children require preventative 

and curative nutrition services.

Families face and make impossible decisions to 

find and access food.  Parents pull their children 

out of school to search for work.  Food becomes 

part of negotiations to marry off young daughters 

or release children to fight in armed groups.

Gandhi said “to the mother of a hungry child, 

a piece of bread is the face of God.” Gandhi 

was right.  We cannot let that piece of bread be 

delivered by an extremist.

We regularly monitor to ensure the appropriate 

distribution of WFP food.

Despite our diligence, we did have one widely 

reported incident where a small amount food 

WFP was stolen by ISIS and distributed with 

much publicity on social media.

Inside Syria negotiating humanitarian access 

to besieged areas can involve up to 50 parties.  

Determining which routes to take, the times to 

go, the quantities to be delivered, and even the 

land mines to avoid can take anything from ten 

days to ten months.

Where we reach today, we too often cannot 

reach tomorrow.  Idleb and Ar-Raqqa — once 

regularly accessible — are now unreachable, even 

with air bridges.

ERTHARIN COUSIN’S 
STATEMENT TO THE UN 
SECURITY COUNCIL 
SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2015

WFP Executive Director Ertharin 

Cousin’s Statement to the United 

Nations Security Council, Delivered 

on 24 April 2015
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
NEEDS SUSTAINABLE 
FINANCING - TACKLING NCDS 
IS NO EXCEPTION
Dr. Oleg Chestnov, WHO Assistant Director-General, Noncommunicable 

Diseases and Mental Health

Commentary, 11 August 2015

I recently heard the story of 

Evelyne Musera, a woman being 

treated for her Type 2 diabetes 

in Nairobi. Like many Kenyans, 

Evelyne pays out of her own pocket 

for the visit, plus the medicines she 

needs. On top of that, her taxi fares 

eat into her hard-earned money, 

and when she skips work to visit 

the hospital, she is not getting paid. 

Many others are not so lucky, and are 

missing out on care altogether due to 

the relatively high health care costs 

involved.

 

Evelyne’s example offers a glimpse of what 

millions of people, and the governments 

charged with their care, are confronted by 

worldwide when it comes to generating the 

finances needed to prevent and control diabetes 

and other noncommunicable diseases, namely 

cardiovascular and lung diseases, and cancers.

 

Each year, 16 million people die prematurely 

before the age of 70 from NCDs. Strikingly, 4 

out of 5 of these deaths occur in developing 

countries like Kenya, making such diseases 

one of the major development challenges of the 

21st century. If countries don’t change tack on 

NCDs, an estimated $7 trillion could be lost in 

developing countries over the next 15 years. 

This contrasts starkly with the cost of action: 

$11 billion a year to implement a set of NCD 

interventions in all developing countries.

Responsive sustainable development  
goals for NCD’s 

Later this year, countries will gather in New 

York for the U.N. General Assembly. They will 

discuss the proposed sustainable development 

goals, which for the first time recognize the 

huge impact of NCDs worldwide. The aim is to 

decrease premature deaths from NCDs by one-

third by 2030 and to strengthen implementation 

of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control.

Achieving any SDG requires sustainable 

domestic and international financing. NCDs 

have long been hidden, misunderstood and 

under-recorded, and were omitted from the 

Millennium Development Goals. As a result, 

NCDs have traditionally struggled to gain 

significant financing. They have emerged 

relatively unnoticed in the developing world, 

while the focus of the international community 

has been on combating HIV, AIDS, malaria 

and tuberculosis. But the explicit inclusion 

of NCDs and the WHO FCTC in the SDGs 

reflects the significant increase in momentum to 

tackle these diseases. This historic decision is 

grounded in the commitments made by world 

leaders in 2011 and 2014 at the United Nations 

to track the epidemic proportions of NCDs and 

its impact on development, make prevention 

the cornerstone of the global response, and 

strengthen health systems.

The third U.N. International Conference on 

Financing for Development, held July 13-16 in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, resulted in the adoption 

of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, a new 

framework to finance the SDGs. This agenda 

highlights the enormous burden NCDs place 

on both developed and developing countries. 

It emphasizes that price and tax measures on 

tobacco can reduce tobacco consumption and 

health care costs, as well as representing a 

revenue stream for financing the SDGs in many 

countries. It commits parties to the WHO FCTC 

to strengthen implementation of the convention.

Financing for NCD initiatives within reach 

The achievements of the Addis conference 

went beyond the action agenda. New initiatives 

to implement the SDGs were announced at 6 

multi-stakeholder roundtables and 180 side 

events, including one on financing for health 

organized by WHO, Barbados and Thailand. 

The Working Group on Financing for NCDs 

of the WHO Global Coordination Mechanism 

on NCDs presented the findings of its interim 

report, “Financing National NCD Responses in 

the Post-2015 Era”, that builds on commitments 

made in Addis Ababa.

The report highlights that significant additional 

investments are required to meet, by 2030, the 

NCD-related targets included in the SDGs. For 

national NCD responses to be implemented and 

sustained, any new financing will rely primarily 

on domestic public resources. Reducing NCD 

deaths is not expensive: Banning all forms of 

tobacco advertising, replacing trans fats with 

polyunsaturated fats, restricting or banning 

alcohol advertising, preventing heart attacks and 

strokes, promoting breast-feeding, implementing 

public awareness programs on diet and physical 

activity, and preventing cervical cancer through 

screening are all low-cost and effective public 

health measures within the reach of most 

governments.

However, it is equally important that wealthy 

nations provide more and higher-quality 

resources to the most in-need countries to 

complement domestic resources for NCDs. 

NCDs continue to receive the smallest amount 

of official development assistance among all 

major global health areas, accounting for 1% of 

official development assistance (ODA).

Partnerships needed to fight NCDs 

The WHO report also highlights the need for a 

broader range of investors, including the private 

sector, which must become a key player in the 

NCDs fight. Contributions from philanthropists 

will continue to play an increasingly important 

role. Also, closer and more effective 

engagement with civil society is vital if we are to 

turn the tide against NCDs.

The report also highlights opportunities to align 

government policies in sectors like finance, 

investment, trade and development to, in turn, 

support government health policies striving to 

curb the NCDs epidemic.

Tobacco tax revenues were also identified in 

Addis as an important source of new sustainable 

funding for health. Governments already collect 

over $270 billion in tobacco excise tax revenues 

each year, according to the report. To date, 

at least 30 countries are earmarking tobacco 

tax revenues for health purposes. Thailand, for 

instance, has used revenues generated from 

a 2 percent surtax on tobacco and alcohol to 

fund the ThaiHealth Foundation, which supports 

health promotion activities.

If the world wants to live up to its promise that 

no country or person will be left behind, the 

international development community needs 

to support domestic efforts in the poorest 

countries to achieve the NCD-related SDG 

targets. This will require harnessing ODA to 

develop institutional capacity for NCDs. Donors 

must improve their efforts to raise public and 

private finances.

The call for increased investment in NCDs is 

growing louder, from rural hospital doctors to 

the 12 first ladies in Africa who are calling for 

more financing to fight cancer on the continent. 

These voices can no longer remain unanswered. 

They must be acted on, as people 

all over the world seek protection 

against NCDs. We must build a 

future that ensures that globalization 

becomes a positive force for all 

current and future generations.

“Achieving any 
SDG requires 
sustainable domestic 
and international 
financing.”
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FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES, CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND THE G20
Peter Wooders, Group Director Energy, International Institute for Sustainable Development

In 2009 the G20 countries agreed “To 

phase out and rationalize over the 

medium term inefficient fossil fuel 

subsidies while providing targeted 

support for the poorest” (G20, 2009). 

Since then, G20 governments have 

reconfirmed commitments to this action 

five times over—most recently, in Australia 

in November 2014 (G20, 2014a)—and 

reiterated in the G20 Principles on 

Energy Collaboration (G20, 2014b). This 

year has seen wording on the issue 

included as a Means of Implementation, 

linked to financing, in other international 

statements such as the Financing for 

Development conference in  

 

Addis Ababa, and in the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals.
lobally, consumer subsidies to fossil fuels stood at 

USD 548 billion in 2013 (International Energy Agency 

[IEA], 2014). More recent data from the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

finds that the 34 OECD countries and emerging 

economies (Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russia 

and South Africa) are spending between USD 160–

200 billion supporting fossil fuel consumption and 

production. This inventory covers all G20 countries 

and more, with the exception of Saudi Arabia and 

South Korea. The Secretary General of the OECD, 

Angel Gurría, put it succinctly: “Governments are 

spending almost twice as much money supporting 

fossil fuels as is needed to meet the climate-finance 

objectives set by the international community, which 

call for mobilizing 100 billion US dollars a year by 

2020” (qtd. in “OECD: leading countries,” 2015). 

Research from a GSI study of Turkey—host of the 

2015 G20 summit—found spending of more than 

USD 730 million on annual subsidies to the coal 

industry (Acar, Kitson, & Bridle, 2015). 

The future is clear. But what is needed now is action 

and leadership from the G20 to dismantle subsidies 

to fossil fuels to both consumers and producers—

and reinvest the resulting savings into the low-carbon 

energy transition. Leadership is needed now more 

than ever in the context of both low oil prices and the 

efforts to build a new climate agreement in Paris at 

the end of 2015. This leadership may come, but too 

late for this year. A recent U.S. statement supports 

China’s 2016 presidency of the G20 and commits to 

work to “phasing out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by 

a date certain” (Office of the Press Secretary, 2015). 

A timetable for phase out is now needed. Even in 

China, recent GSI research found consumer and 

producer subsidies for coal to be around USD 15.7 

billion in 2013 (Bridle, Gerasimchuk and Attwood, 

2015). 
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he conncept of sustainable lifestyles has 

mergeed over the last 20 years within 

e globbal efforts to promote Sustainable 

onsummption and Production (SCP). They

e broaadly defined as “patterns of action and

onsummption, used by people to affiliate and 

fferenttiate themselves from others, which:

eet baasic needs, provide a better quality of 

e, mininimise the use of natural resources and 

missionns of waste and pollutants over the 

ecyclee, and do not jeopardise the needs of 

ture geenerations ”. While this definition could

e appliied to every society at any development 

age wwe need to acknowledge that for 

omeonne to demonstrate a sustainable lifestyle

eeds too have:

Availaable market options (in terms of 

vailablee goods and services) that will help her/

m to mmake sustainable choices;

Accesess to these options from both a 

hysical and economic point of view;

OOOMMM 
TTOOO 

• Capacity to evaluate the sustainability of the options that is on offer.

It is quite often supported that a number of small things we can do as 

citizens or consumers have the potential to influence sustainability. We 

have all heard messages like “take a shower instead of a bath” (and what 

about the millions of people without access to water?) and “consume

organic food instead of agriculture produces grown by industrial methods” 

(and what about the millions without access to basic food?). Even if we 

assume that a big number of individuals has the necessary options,

access and capacity to make sustainable choices, can se assume that all 

such individual acts will result on a collective and big impact? 

The answer to this question depends on the conditions upon which these 

choices are made and the way the results of these decisions are projected

in the overall socio-economic system. To be able to add all the good 

results of individual choices to big collective impact we must make sure 

that some other conditions are also met. 

We need first to acknowledge that individual action and small 

environmental choices is a necessary condition for sustainability to 

happen; but it is not sufficient. Still, government has a critical role in 

harvesting these small opportunities. As a recent UNEP report reveals 

“pro-environment actions can only be sustained or scaled up if a broader

culture of sustainability is developed and institutionalised, and true 

sustainability driven innovation is fostered. In this case, these actions can 

contribute and become part of the norm, supported by the necessary

systems and infrastructure ”. For sustainable lifestyles to be part of our 

cultures and societies and become part of our everyday lives, they must 

bee enabled and developed at all levels, throughh the social and techniccal 

systems and institutions that surround us.

Wee need also to make sure that any action on promoting sustainable

lifeestyles results in a fair distribution or responsiibility among the peoplee. 

Thhere are many studies showing that people wwill welcome pro-active

suustainability polices, including economic meassures, provided that: 

i) tthese policies and measures are justified; ii) anany economic benefits 

deerived are used for the common wellbeing; andd iii) that the distributioon of 

ecconomic burden is done under the principle off common but differenttiated

ressponsibility.

Wee further need to ensure that the results of inddividual actions when

agggregated are not measured only in relative terrms but in absolute 

nummbers as well. There is a tendency to calculaate sustainability gains 

in rrelative terms – relative to no gains at all. Thiss approach holds up thhe 

unssustainable business-as-usual scenario as thhe default, bar a few quuick 

fixees. Yet, while sustainability initiatives are growwing, the unsustainablee 

onees are growing at a faster rate, cancelling out t all the gains. Relative 

gaiins do not solve the problem if the whole systtem remains unsustainnable.

To mmake individual choices part of a much biggeer collective result on 

susstainable development we need a big focus oon education, 

knoowledge, awareness and information. We neeed to provide 

knoowledge, values and skills to enable individuaals and societies

to ggo beyond responsible consumption and beccome actors of 

chaange.
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nificantt additional

meet, byy 2030, the 

NCD-related targets included in the SDGs. For

national NCD responses to be implemented and 

sustained, any new financing will rely primarily

on domestic public resources. Reducing NCD 

deaths is not expensive: Banning all forms of 

tobacco advertising, replacing trans fats with

polyunsaturated fats, restricting or banning 

alcohol advertising, preventing heart attacks and

strokes, promoting breast-feeding, implementing 

public awareness programs on diet and physical 

activity, and preventing cervical cancer through 

screening are all low-cost and effective public

health measures within the reach of most

governments.

However, it is equally important that wealthy

nations provide more and higher-quality

resources to the most in-need countries to 

complement domestic resources for NCDs.

NCDs continue to receive the smallest amount 

of official development assistance among all 

major global health areas, accounting for 1% of 

official development assistance (ODA).

Partnerships needed to fight NCDs
The WHO report also highlights the need for a 

broader range of investors, including the private

sector, which must become a key player in the 

NCDs fight. Contributions from philanthrropists 

will continue to play an increasingly impoortant 

role. Also, closer and more effective 

engagement with civil society is vital if wwe are to 

turn the tide against NCDs.

The report also highlights opportunities tto align 

government policies in sectors like financce, 

investment, trade and development to, in turn, 

support government health policies strivving to 

curb the NCDs epidemic.

Tobacco tax revenues were also identifieed in 

Addis as an important source of new susstainable 

funding for health. Governments alreadyy collect 

over $270 billion in tobacco excise tax reevenues 

each year, according to the report. To daate, 

at least 30 countries are earmarking tobabacco 

tax revenues for health purprposes. Thailand, for r 

instance, has used revenuees generated from 

a 2 percent surtax on tobaccco and alcohol to 

fund the ThaiHealth Foundaation, which supportrts 

health promotion activities.

If the world wants to live upp to its promise that

no country or person will bee left behind, the 

international development ccommunity needs 

to support domestic effortss in the poorest

countries to achieve the NCCD-related SDG 

targets. This will require harrnessing ODA to 

develop institutional capaciity for NCDs. Donorss 

must improve their efforts tto raise public and 

private finances.

The call for increased investtment in NCDs is 

growing louder, from rural hhospital doctors to 

the 12 first ladies in Africa wwho are calling for 

more financing to fight canccer on the continent. 

These voices can no longer r remain unansweredd. 

They must be acted on, as people 

all over the world seek proteection 

against NCDs. We must buiild a 

future that ensures that globbalization 

becomes a positive force forr all 

current and future generatioons.

“Achhieevving aaany 
SDGG reeqquireess 
susttaiinnablee domesttic 
and d innteernaattional 
finananccinng.”
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The Great Recession in 2008-09 taught us that the solution to 

global challenges rests in global actions. The rise of the G20 is a 

manifestation of this spirit. As the major economies of the world, 

we adopted a more integrated, coordinated and effective approach 

to the challenges we have been facing. During these difficult times, 

the G20 has clearly demonstrated its capability as a global crisis 

resolution forum.

We managed to contain the immediate effects of the Great 

Recession, but as stated in Brisbane by the Leaders of the G20, 

the growth is still slow, uneven and not delivering the jobs needed. 

Meanwhile, the potential of our economies has fallen and the 

inequalities kept rising all over the world. There still exist critical 

challenges to be addressed by the G20. This means that, the G20 is 

still highly important and relevant in a post-crisis world.

The G20 is the premier platform for global economic and financial 

issues. Therefore, any subject matter that has implications on the 

global economy and international financial system should have its 

reflection onto the G20 agenda. With that understanding, while taking 

forward the ongoing agenda, we will focus on ways to make the 

G20 more relevant to the rest of the world, including the low-income 

developing countries (LIDCs).

Collective Action for Inclusive and Robust Growth 

The G20 has been instrumental to contain the adverse effects of the 

Great Recession so far. Going forward, the membership has devised 

comprehensive policy frameworks in a variety of areas and put 

forward substantial commitments to achieve our common objective 

of strong, sustainable and balanced growth. Now is the time to act. 

As the G20

Chair, Turkey will spare no effort in fulfilling this critical responsibility 

to steer the platform to achieve our ambitious targets.

2015 will be a year where G20 will focus its efforts on ensuring 

inclusive and robust growth through collective action. This can be 

formulated as the three I’s of the Turkish Presidency: Inclusiveness, 

Implementation, and Investment for Growth.

Inclusiveness has both domestic and global dimensions. At the 

domestic level, we must ensure that the benefits of growth and 

prosperity are shared by all segments of the society. For this 

purpose, we will emphasize issues pertaining to the small and 

medium sized enterprises (SMEs) as a cross-cutting subject, follow 

up our commitment on strengthening gender equality in employment 

as well as addressing youth unemployment. Turkey aims to ensure 

that discussions within the G20 resonate with the majority of our 

citizens. At the international level, challenges facing the LIDCs will 

be raised more vocally by the G20. This will be one of the defining 

aspects of the Turkish Presidency.

The G20 has so far taken significant strides in designing and 

launching policy frameworks in many areas. In November 2014, as 

the members of the G20 we have agreed on the Brisbane Action 

Plan and pledged to undertake about 1000 commitments that, if fully 

implemented, will add more than USD 2 trillion to the global GDP and 

generate millions of additional jobs for our citizens by 2018. Likewise, 

for a number of work streams within the G20 including financial 

regulation, international tax, and international financial architecture, 

words have played their part. 2015 will be the time for the deeds and 

the year of implementation.

Finally, Turkey will put a firm emphasis on investments as a powerful 

driver of growth. Building on existing works, we will introduce a 

new narrative that will address the investment gaps of the member 

countries via concrete and ambitious investment strategies.

We will build on the legacy of efficient and result-oriented approach 

in our G20 works, and will always be guided towards concrete 

deliverables.

Ahmet Davutoğlu, Prime Minister, Republic of Turkey

MESSAGE FROM THE
PRIME MINSTER OF TURKEY 

Prof. Dr. Ahmet Davutoğlu

Prime Minister of Republic of Turkey S
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Since 2008, the Group of 20 has been instrumental in placing 
the world economy on the track of recovery. As financial 
markets and economic growth regained steam, the G20 
gradually evolved to an efficient coordination mechanism to 
prevent another meltdown. Now, its agenda encompasses a 
much broader range of issues, as trade, employment, energy 
efficiency, ameliorating climate change effects, and ensuring 
food security.

With a GDP of 1.2 trillion US dollars, Mexico –world’s 14th 
economy– is a globally responsible actor. We firmly believe 
in the efficacy of the G20 to continue delivering positive 
changes in benefit of the world.

Mexico embraces the Turkish Presidency’s priorities on 
implementation, investment and inclusion. In accordance 
with the G20 commitments, my country approved ambitious 
structural reforms  –aimed at harnessing its economic 
potential– and is implementing a National Infrastructure 
Program.

The reforms create the conditions for a more productive 
labor market with higher participation of women and youth; 
a simplified tax system that foments compliance; and an 
improved business environment that boosts competitiveness 
and helps small enterprises to thrive. 

They also introduce comprehensive measures to update 
our financial system, raising credit supply and lowering 
its rates; and foster competition in two strategic sectors: 
telecommunication and energy. Finally, these reforms 
promote investment in human capital and improve the quality 
of teaching.

With the historical investment projected on the National 
Infrastructure Program, Mexico is improving its connectivity, 
by creating new highways, extending the railways, increasing 
the capacity of seaports and developing airports, including a 
new one for Mexico City.

By implementing structural transformations and investing 
in cutting edge infrastructure, Mexico is rising its 
competiveness and productivity, with the purpose of 
becoming a more prosperous and inclusive economy.

This has been a difficult year for the world, marked by low oil 
prices, economic downturn in emerging markets, sovereign 
debt problems in the Euro Zone and international financial 
anxiety. In this scenario, the G20’s mandate to improve global 
economic governance and contribute to a strong, balanced 
and inclusive economic growth, becomes more relevant than 
ever. 

As Leaders of the G20, we bear a responsibility to set forward 
the necessary political will to accelerate growth and create 
better living conditions for our people. Together, we can 
make the necessary contributions to complete this elevated 
endeavor. 

Enrique Peña Nieto, President, Mexico

SETTING THE FOUNDATIONS 
FOR ECONOMIC STABILITY

“The reforms create the conditions for 
a more productive labor market with 
higher participation of women and 
youth; a simplified tax system that 
foments compliance; and an improved 
business environment that boosts 
competitiveness and helps small 
enterprises to thrive.”
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In the past year, we have 

witnessed a continuation of 

major geopolitical disputes and 

a further dramatic escalation of 

humanitarian challenges. It is 

also a year since the G8 ceased 

to exist. In that time we have 

experienced a fundamental 

paradigm shift in global 

governance. The international 

community continues to look 

for a new modus operandi as 

everyone realises that current 

political problems are not likely to 

disappear anytime soon.

We are painfully reminded that when there 

is dissent among world leaders the UN 

becomes paralysed and this sabotages our 

most vital institution of global governance. 

As local conflicts gridlock the UN Security 

Council, it transforms the General Assembly 

into becoming little more than a stage where 

national leaders preach to their respective 

choirs and the assignment of guilt becomes 

more relevant than any quest for realistic 

solutions. Regional interests, as well as the 

concept of spheres of influence, have again 

taken centre stage.

It is here where we must re-examine the 

lessons and successes of the G20 summits 

during the financial crisis of 2008/2009. What 

made this format relevant was its potential 

to solve problems for which neither the G8 

nor the UN were equipped. The onus of the 

VISION FOR A BRAVE 
NEW WORLD

Victor Philippenko, Chairman of the board, 

G2O Foundation
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G20 is always geared towards technocratic 

problem-solving behind closed doors and 

mediation instead of confrontation. This new 

format is not interested in the assignment of guilt 

or expressing it in irrelevant historical analogies 

of the last century. 

Together, the G20-community has created 

a new gold standard in global governance. 

Speedy and united efforts can tackle even 

the most fundamental crisis. The emphasis 

has always to be on effective problem solving, 

rather than problem analysis for intellectual 

self-gratification. In the 21st century, ideological 

considerations should be secondary to the 

global macroeconomic interest. Unilateral 

action will never provide satisfactory results 

and prevention will always be superior to the 

repetition of past mistakes. Hard power will 

always bring macroeconomic costs to the 

international community and it rarely brings 

the desired results. Soft power may not be 

particularly theatrical and it certainly is not a 

quick solution, but we must acknowledge that it 

has never escalated a critical situation. Nor has 

it created new problems.

In this context, the G20 nations must 

acknowledge that they can no longer limit their 

agenda to matters of economics and finance. 

Recent history has shown us that a range of acute 

regional conflicts as well humanitarian crises affect 

the global community and have to be approached 

in a collective effort. From an economic point of 

view, the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, the European 

migration crisis and tensions over territorial claims 

in the South China Sea, can no longer be seen as 

regional problems. In each case, serious conflict-

resolution will only be achieved by  

global mediation. 

This reality has to be acknowledged by future 

hosts as well as the participants. G20 is no 

longer only about the optimisation of taxes: It 

is also about the prevention of death and the 

elimination of injustice. 

Shestakoff / Shutterstock.com
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João Portugal Ramos, and the 

group João Portugal Ramos Family 

Estates , with its name is based 

in Estremoz, and is an inevitable 

reference of the Portuguese wines 

with several projects in 5 major 

wine regions of the country:  

J. Portugal Ramos Wines (Alentejo); 

Falua Wines (Tejo), Quinta de Foz 

de Arouce (Beiras), Duorum Wines 

(Douro) and more recently  Vinho 

Verde Project (Vinhos Verdes)

Born to a long line of producers, JOÃO 

PORTUGAL RAMOS started his work as 

oenologist in Alentejo region in 1980 and in the 

end of the 1980’s, as result of his accumulated 

experience, became a consultant oenologist in 

response to requests from various producers 

scattered around the country, playing an 

important role in the development of some 

notable Portuguese wines across a wide variety 

of regions. The successes achieved and prizes 

won throughout his career have brought him 

national and international acclaim as one of the 

main figures responsible for the development of 

Portuguese wines during the last thirty years.

The beauty of the Alentejo plains, its culture and 

the rich gastronomic tradition make Estremoz a 

fascinating region. This was the location chosen 

by João Portugal Ramos in 1990, to make his 

own wines.

João Portugal Ramos Family Estates has taken 

into consideration sustainability based not 

only in a profitable enterprise but also one that 

takes into account the environmental and social 

aspects, permanently searching for efficiency.

This process starts in the vineyards through 

integrated agriculture and biological vine, ending 

in post consuption. Our dimension allows us to 

expand successful management measures to 

the various projects, and to adapt or abandon 

less successful measures.

As agronomist and nature lover João Ramos 

has been reinforcing consciousness and passing 

on good environmental practices to all those 

who collaborate with him on a daily basis.

From a strategic point of view our attitude 

towards the environment has been necessary 

and relevant in many aspects. It expresses 

the long-standing relationship with nature and 

the countryside, and our executives, workers, 

partners, can be said to express some of our 

core values.  

 

JOÃO PORTUGAL RAMOS FAMILY ESTATES –  
A REFERENCE IN THE BEST ENVIRONMENTAL 
PRACTICES IN VITICULTURE IN PORTUGAL.
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We are also aware that the consumer nowadays 

has high principles related with health, well-

being and environment and we have to meet 

their expectations. Additionally, to embrace 

the most demanding markets, companies are 

subject to a careful selection by the monopolies, 

which pay considerable attention to social and 

environmental contribution of each business.

The landscape surrounding us, the concern and 

the careful and professional maintenance of our 

vineyards are crucial to our activity.

We operate in an industry with some significant 

environmental impacts regulated by law, in such 

delicate operations such as construction of 

reservoirs, waste production, the replacement 

of natural vegetation by new vineyards, etc... 

Probably we would have already lost some 

vines to water erosion if not for the obligation 

to preserve the water lines, to conserve natural 

resources. We have to rise to the challenges.

The Duorum project within the group (Douro)  

with 8 years of existence, has been a major 

national and international environmental icon. 

One of the properties, Quinta de Castelo Melhor, 

is partially placed in two conservation areas 

included in the European conservation network 

(Natura 2000), namely a Special Protection Area 

for Birds and a Special Area of Conservation for 

Habitats  

In 2012 we were invited by Portuguese Nature 
Conservation Institute (ICN) to join the 
European Business & Biodiversity Initiative, 
a platform and network of companies that 
show clear commitments in order to integrate 
biodiversity on its business.

In 2013, The Empreendouro award which 
honors the best entrepreneurial projects in 
the Douro region - and Viticulture  
Company of the Year 

2015 -  International recognition came this 
year, when we won the Anders Wall Award, 
THE BEST EUROPEAN SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT  
IN RURAL AREAS.

This award is promoted by several entities, 

including “Anders Wall Foundation”, “Friends of 

the Countryside”, “DG Environment European 

Commission” and  “Swedish Royal Forestry 

and Agriculture Academy” awarding every year 

the European project that best contributed 

to sustainable rural development, landscape 

preservation and promotion of biodiversity, 

enhancing also the rural economy within the 

European community.

Our group companies were pioneers in the 

implementation of legal obligations relating to 

the European Environmental Liability Directive, 

which is based on the polluter pays´s principle 

that ensures the repair of environmental damage 

before the whole community, promoting risk 

management.

João Portugal Ramos Family Estates has 

created a compelling sustainable vision of its 

business and as a consequence is now facing 

a tremendous challenge and is also determined 

to protect the environment for the next 

generations.
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ENHANCING MULTI-LATERAL TRADE
The World Trade Organization 

is marking its 20th 

anniversary this year. While 

these two decades have 

brought numerous challenges, 

the WTO has succeeded in 

significantly enhancing the 

multilateral trading system.

The WTO has broadened the trading system 

considerably since 1995, welcoming thirty-

three new members, including giants like 

China and Russia. Today almost all of the 

world’s economies are now part of a single 

trading system. International rules, not power, 

increasingly govern trade relations, and 

conflicts are settled, not in trade wars, but 

in the WTO’s dispute settlement system – 

which serves as a global trade court. Trade 

barriers continue to fall – to the point where 

well over half of global trade is now tariff 

free – and economies are becoming ever 

more interconnected. In this context the WTO 

provides a key forum for policy dialogue, 

information sharing, and economic cooperation 

among its 161 members – making it an 

increasingly critical pillar of today’s system of 

global governance.

While progress in the Doha Development 

Agenda – the latest in a long line of trade 

‘rounds’ – has proved very difficult, a 

growing list of new WTO agreements – 

covering everything from customs reform, 

to information technology products, to 

government procurement, to financial and 

Director-General, Roberto Azevêdo, 

WTO Director-General

“There are many reasons 
why developing countries 
have achieved economic 
lift-off, but surely none 
is more important than 
their integration into the 
global economy”
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telecommunications services – are opening up 

new trade opportunities, in new sectors, often 

in innovative ways. It is estimated that the 2013 

WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement alone could 

have a bigger impact on reducing trade costs 

than the elimination of all remaining global tariffs. 

The July 2015 agreement to expand the scope 

of the WTO Information Technology Agreement, 

promises to eliminate tariffs on high tech 

products which represent 7 per cent of global 

trade – more than trade in textiles, apparel, 

iron and steel combined. The WTO’s 10th 

ministerial conference in Nairobi this December 

(the first such event to be held in Africa), will 

be an opportunity to advance negotiations and 

to deliver some further significant outcomes in 

support of growth and development.

Indeed, supporting development is now a 

central element of the WTO’s work. Since 

1995, the developing countries’ share of global 

merchandise trade has grown from 27 per cent 

to over 43 per cent – and their share of global 

GDP has risen from 41 per cent to over 53 

per cent. Emerging economies have become 

indispensable drivers of the global economy, 

as well as leading voices in the international 

economic system. There are many reasons why 

developing countries have achieved economic 

lift-off, but surely none is more important than 

their integration into the global economy – a 

process that has depended, in turn, on today’s 

extraordinarily open, reliable and secure world 

trading system.  

However, the WTO’s short history is obviously 

not one of unbroken success. Disappointing 

progress in the long-running Doha Round 

is a lingering and high profile reminder. But 

it important to recognise that the WTO’s 

contribution to the world economy in general, 

and to development in particular, is much 

broader than the Doha negotiations, even as 

they remain a key element of our work. 

Non-multilateral initiatives will naturally continue 

to blossom, but we must maintain the WTO 

as a strong and comprehensive foundation of 

global trade. The WTO was not the first attempt 

to create a global trading system, nor the first 

time that policy makers aimed to realize the 

vision of global peace through shared prosperity. 

After the Second World War, the international 

community also saw the building of an open 

global trading system as essential precursor to 

building a new post-war international order. But 

the bold plan to create an International Trade 

Organization soon fell victim to Cold War rivalries 

and waning support for internationalism. It was 

not until the WTO’s creation five decades later 

that the dream of a permanent and global trade 

organization was realized – making the WTO the 

first truly international institution of the post-Cold 

War era playing a key role in global economic 

governance. 

The WTO is ultimately the result, not the cause, 

of members’ willingness to cooperate on trade. 

Its creation and subsequent success reflects 

the growing realization among more and more 

countries that trade opening can lead to growth 

and development, that agreed rules strengthen, 

not weaken, sovereignty, and that advancing 

our national interests increasingly depends on 

advancing our collective interests. As today’s 

global economy grows increasingly open, 

interdependent and multipolar, it is clear that 

enhancing cooperation in international trade is 

becoming more, not less, important. But just 

because the WTO is important does not make it 

invulnerable. The WTO’s first twenty years have 

been successful because of members’ 

firm commitment to the system and 

constructive decisions. This attitude will 

be fundamental in ensuring that the next 

twenty years are as successful. 
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Following the Libor and Euribor 

rate-rigging scandals, the 

European Commission was 

concerned that similar unethical 

practices could occur with other 

indices. It has therefore proposed 

legislation that will compel 

benchmark administrators  to 

comply with provisions regarding 

the source of their data. Failure 

to comply could result in 

administrative measures, including 

financial penalties. 

The proposed regulations will cover indices 

used as benchmarks for tradable financial 

instruments or investment funds. Equity indices 

such as the EURO STOXX 50 and DAX are 

very unlikely to be exposed to manipulation, 

however, as they are based on regulated 

data from exchanges. With their transparent 

methodology, these indices have no leeway for 

manipulation. Furthermore, their daily use by 

many market participants ensures the highest 

level of protection for investors. 

At STOXX, we are committed to transparency 

and welcome all initiatives that benefit the end-

investors. We are not convinced, however, that 

this legislation will achieve that. 

Size over conflicts of interest 
Under the proposed legislation, indices will 

be divided into three tiers: critical, significant 

and standard. The classification will be based 

on the amount of financial instruments priced 

against the index, with “critical” benchmarks 

defined as those with over €500bn of assets. 

This would mean, effectively, that newly 

launched indices would be regulated less 

stringently compared to established indices 

based on regulated data. Therefore, we believe 

that the better approach would be to classify 

the indices, not accordingto their ‘size’, but 

according to the potential conflicts of interest. 

This would result in tighter oversight for smaller, 

newly launched indices, which entail higher 

conflicts of interest. 

Global repercussions for asset managers and 

index providers

Other aspects of the regulations pose serious 

concerns too – particularly the clause regarding 

the EU-market access for index providers 

domiciled outside the European Union (EU). 

Given that there will be only very few countries 

globally where a similar legislation would be 

implemented, it is rather unlikely that there 

would be a harmonized regulatory landscape 

across the board. As this applies in particular 

also to the market participants in the United 

States, we are concerned about global 

disadvantages for EU providers. 

Similarly, third-country authorization also 

restricts fund managers’ use of indices 

produced outside the EU to countries deemed 

equivalent by the European Securities and 

Markets Authority. This could be a major 

problem. It would be difficult, for example, for 

EU-based asset managers to use Hong Kong-

based indices that reference Chinese markets.

IMPLICATIONS OF NEW 
EUROPEAN BENCHMARK 
LEGISLATION FOR ASSET 
MANAGERS, INDEXING 
COMPANIES, AND  
INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORS

Dr Hartmut Graf, CEO, STOXX Ltd
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This will pose particular difficulties 

for providers of index-tracking 

products such as index funds or 

exchange-traded funds. It will also 

have a negative impact on the 

EU investors, as these attractive, 

cost-efficient instruments will be 

less available – putting EU investors 

with long-term savings plans at a 

significant disadvantage. 

IOSCO principles: high standards 
already in force 
We believe that the standards 

currently enforced by the 

International Organization of 

Securities Commissions (IOSCO) 

are valid and sufficient. All major 

benchmark providers – including 

STOXX, MSCI, FTSE Russell and 

S&P – are currently fully compliant 

with IOSCO’s Principles for Financial 

Benchmarks. A far better solution 

would be to grant global index 

providers access to the EU market 

for their regulated data benchmarks 

based on audited IOSCO 

compliance. 

Industry uncertainty 

Once the regulations are passed, a 

period of uncertainty is inevitable. 

Asset managers will be forced to 

review all the benchmark indices 

they use and consider whether 

they can continue using them. 

Meanwhile, index providers will strive 

to get their indices approved as 

benchmarks. This will take time, and 

the outcomes cannot be predicted.

If asset managers change their 

benchmarks too soon, they could 

soon after find that the index 

provider has managed to get the 

benchmark approved. But if they 

delay, they could be left without 

approved benchmarks. 

A cautious outlook 

STOXX’s view is clear. We 

welcome regulation that promotes 

transparency and protects investors. 

We have declared compliance 

with the IOSCO principles and 

have been independently audited. 

In our view, the IOSCO principles 

provide a level playing field in 

benchmark regulation at a global 

level, and national as well as regional 

initiatives such as the European 

Commission’s should be based on 

these. In particular, regulated data 

benchmarks should be exempted 

from strictest regulation. We are 

wary of both the uncertainty that 

the proposed legislation could bring 

and potential negative implications 

for competitiveness and innovation 

–which could ultimately be to the 

detriment of end-investors. Im
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THE OECD BEPS PROJECT: STRIVING 
 FOR A LASTING LEGACY

The first major challenge of the 

G20/OECD Project on Base Erosion 

and Profit Shifting (BEPS) has been 

met, with the publication of the 15 

Action items in advance of the G20 

Finance Ministers meeting. 

This was a significant task, bringing together 

many countries and perspectives in an effort to 

forge consensus on how business should be 

taxed. That consensus was important in the 

1920s when the network of double tax treaties 

was in its infancy. It is even more essential now, 

as the extent of global trade has increased 

to levels unimaginable at that time, driven by 

advances in technology and communications.  

Reaching this stage in proceedings has involved 

a significant level of compromise, and the fact 

that this has been achieved is testament to the 

power of combining tax technical firepower with 

political will. While this was the first challenge, 

there are many to follow if the objectives are to 

be realized. What has been produced so far is a 

blueprint for change, and its success will depend 

on how nations implement the recommendations. 

Strong political leadership will again be required; 

consensus must be retained and should not be 

diluted by different interpretations of how each 

Action might be construed. Without clarity and 

consistency regarding implementation, we will 

see further disparities and conflicts between 

tax systems, which in turn will increase costs of 

investment, undermine certainty and potentially 

damage both businesses and countries.

One of the BEPS Project’s aspirations was to 

create a system for resolving the numerous tax 

disputes that are likely to arise, as businesses 

and countries adjust to both new rules and a far 

greater volume and transparency of information. 

The inability to secure broad consensus 

on mandatory, binding arbitration is a real 

disappointment around the BEPS actions that 

will inevitably prolong controversy and potentially 

weaken the case for investment in some 

countries. Businesses desire certainty over the 

taxes they pay; this ability to achieve certainty is 

required at the time of sanctioning investment, 

or through established procedures to avoid 

protracted discussions and cost for many years.  

Such mandatory resolution procedures apply 

already to some bilateral investment treaties, 

and a strong commitment to resolving multiple 

jurisdiction disputes must be integral to the 

work on BEPS going forward. It is hoped that 

further efforts can be made to deliver the kind 

of certainty or process of resolution that will 

allow businesses to proceed with investment 

decisions with confidence.

Given the failure to deliver on global mandatory 

binding arbitration, other forms of dispute 

resolution will be under even greater pressure. 

The political consensus should be extended 

to include monitoring of the level and nature 

of disputes that arise around the globe, with 

a focus on countries where there is a clear 

divergence from the coherence intended by 

the BEPS Project. This peer-led review should 

be active and transparent if we are to avoid 

disputes that lead to an erosion of the BEPS 

Project’s objectives.

There are three things that finance ministers 

should be asking from the BEPS Project at this 

juncture:

• Firstly, the proposals have been developed 

in isolation, which is understandable given the 

aggressive timetable. The interaction among 

the recommendations must be considered.  

Even more importantly, countries must consider 

how the various recommendations would 

mesh with their existing rules in these areas. 

Countries will need to adapt the rules to fit their 

circumstances, but alignment with the objectives 

of the BEPS project should be maintained.

• Secondly, the implementation and 

administration of the recommended measures 

is every bit as important as their policy design. 

Effective tax administration is critical in an 

environment where fundamental changes in tax 

rules are being made. Countries will need to 

ensure that they are deploying the necessary 

resources in this area. There is a strong role for 

the OECD to play in developing best practices 

and providing support in identifying and 

addressing the tax administration challenges so 

that countries realize the objectives of the BEPS 

agenda.

• Finally, but perhaps most crucially, effective 

mechanisms for dispute resolution will be 

more important than ever. To leave the goal of 

Action 14 unfulfilled would ultimately undermine 

the very essence of the OECD, namely to 

improve the economic and social well-being 

of people around the world. The focus on 

double non-taxation should not be allowed to 

give rise to unpredictable, unresolved double 

- or even multiple - taxation.  As the G20 and 

OECD look ahead to the next phase of the 

BEPS Project, the focus on improving dispute 

resolution mechanisms must continue and the 

objective of eliminating double taxation must 

be given renewed emphasis.  Increased cost of 

controversy and increased double taxation are 

not outcomes that policy makers should accept.

In conclusion, this meeting will mark a critical 

juncture in the BEPS Project. However, if the 

G20/OECD BEPS Project is to deliver a lasting 

legacy, this meeting must represent  completion 

of the planned roadmap, but merely the start of 

the journey. 
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INCLUSIVENESS, IMPLEMENTATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL TAX TRANSPARENCY – 
MOVING FORWARD ON G20’S GROWTH 
AND TAX AGENDAS

To this day, economic growth 

remains unsteady and uneven 

across the globe. Important 

uncertainties such as the 

economic slowdown in emerging 

market economies, the strength 

of economic recovery in the euro 

area or overall sluggish investment 

give rise to financial and economic 

turbulences, showing the 

global economy to be far away 

from a return to long-term and 

sustainable growth.  

 
In 2014 G20 countries have committed to 

taking action to “support development and 

Inclusive Growth, and help to reduce inequality 

and poverty”, including by lifting G20 GDP 

by an additional 2% by 2018. The OECD has 

since been a pivotal partner for the Turkish 

2015 G20 Presidency that leads progress 

on this path by focusing on “the three I’s”: 

Inclusiveness, Implementation and Investment. 

The goal of inclusive growth contrasts sharply 

with reality. As the OECD’s latest publication on 

the topic, “In it together: Why Less Inequality 

Benefits All” shows, inequality is today at its 

highest levels in many G20 countries. The crisis 

did not make things better with the high cost 

to address it. Austerity meant less government 

spending in infrastructure and education. In 

the decades leading up to the crisis, progress 

in average living standards in emerging 

economies was already characterized by high 

levels of income inequality, despite a decline 

in some of them. In the most advanced 

G20 countries household incomes started 

drifting apart between the mid-1990s and 

the late 2000s. Today, the richest 10% of the 

population in G20 countries earn nearly ten 

(9.83) times the income of the poorest 10% 

- compared to 9.3 times in the 2000s. The 

young have been disproportionately affected, 

especially the unskilled. They are particularly 

prone to unemployment and lifelong low-paid 

and insecure jobs. Female participation in the 

workforce in OECD and G20 countries is in 

every single country lower than that of men, 

on average 30% for the G20 countries and 

women are less paid, between 5 and 37% in 

OECD countries. In parallel, concentration of 

wealth is on the rise as well. The poorest 40% 

own only 3% of total household wealth  while 

the wealthiest 10% own half. 

The OECD estimates that the rise in inequality 

in the twenty years after 1985 in 19 OECD 

countries reduced cumulative growth in the 

twenty years after 1990 by 5%. The reason 

is that more equal societies are better at 

mobilising skills and other social resources to 

foster economic growth. So a first step by the 

G20 to address high inequality lies in assessing 

and improving the distributional impact of 

existing growth policies. An “inclusiveness 

filter” for the key measures put forward for 

the G20 National Growth Strategies should 

help favour policies that help reduce income 

inequality. 

Then, to tackle inequalities where they 

originate, we need effective tax-and-transfer 

systems. They are of particular importance 

also for the needs of low-income developing 

countries. Redistribution policies have been 

strengthened in many emerging economies, 

but tax systems could yet be more progressive. 

Increased formal employment could enlarge 

the tax base to also finance social protection 

systems. There is still scope to make these 

regimes more progressive. In advanced 

economies, tax transfer systems have become 

less progressive over the last two decades and 

less effective at redressing inequality. 

Lastly and related to aspects of redistribution, 

leakages in the tax system that mostly benefit 

the wealthy need to be dealt with. No inclusive 

growth narrative will succeed without fighting 

tax evasion and avoidance, to which the OECD 

has made an essential contribution through 

its work on BEPS and tax transparency. Its 

continuation will be crucial for the domestic 

resource mobilization aspect of the financing 

for development agenda. 

Gabriela Ramos, Chief of Staff &  

OECD G20 Sherpa

“The OECD estimates 
that the rise in 
inequality in the twenty 
years after 1985 in 19 
OECD countries reduced 
cumulative growth in the 
twenty years after 1990 
by 5%.”
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Working with the G20 leadership, the OECD as the standard-

setter in international tax matters has been instrumental in 

bringing about the Common Reporting Standard for the 

Automatic Exchange of Financial Account Information, endorsed 

by G20 Leaders in November 2014. It allows tax administrations 

to detect transfers and funds held offshores that were previously 

unknown, and unknowable. So far, 94 jurisdictions have 

committed to undertaking the first exchanges under the CRS by 

2017 and 2018. As a consequence, more than 37 billion euros 

have already been collected in two dozen countries through 

voluntary disclosure initiatives, with the OECD expecting to 

announce further progress by November. Developing countries 

need to be fully integrated in the process. The OECD “2014 

Roadmap for Developing Country Participation” helps facilitate 

developing country participation in the new Standard. 

The G20/OECD Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) project 

to counteract double non-taxation will be finalized by the fall. By 

realigning the location of profits, these new international tax rules 

make it possible for all countries to better collect their taxes. This 

holds especially true for developing countries, which are even 

more exposed to BEPS than others. We also must continue to 

work together and build on our inclusive approach when it comes 

to implementation and monitoring - ensuring that developing 

countries can participate in partnership via a single, global 

approach to the international tax rules. More than 60 countries 

have already joined the OECD/G20 BEPS Project. Regional 

Policy dialogues are held to facilitate inputs and implementation 

by developing countries. A special OECD Report on the Impact 

of BEPS in Low Income Countries addresses specific challenges 

faced by these countries. 

The Addis Tax Initiative, an outcome of 3rd International 

Conference on Financing for Development in Addis Ababa in July, 

aptly states that access to technical expertise to address cross-

border tax issues will rely on broad based capacity building. The OECD/UNDP partnership 

“Tax Inspectors Without Borders”, also launched in Addis Ababa, is one such important 

instrument to meet demand for tax audit support, and to build long-term capacity.

With more challenges ahead for the inclusive growth and tax agenda and in view of 

the global relevance of the G20 economic governance, the OECD is looking forward 

to supporting the Turkish Presidency in bringing its goals on implementation and 

inclusiveness to fruition at the Leaders’ Summit in November and will continue to put its 

expertise and policy analysis at China’s disposal for its 2016 G20 Presidency. 



The International Bureau for Fiscal Documentation (IBFD) is a leading provider of cross-

border tax expertise. Established in 1938, IBFD holds true to its original mission to promote 

the understanding of international taxation. Its status as an independent not-for-profit 

foundation means that IBFD is able to pursue this mission through initiatives like its recently-

launched autonomous think tank, the IBFD Centre for Studies in African Taxation (CSAT).

Inaugurated this year, CSAT is devoted 

to the study and development of 

African taxation. It provides research-

based opinions and best practice 

guidance for domestic and international 

tax issues as they relate to Africa. CSAT 

inhabits the cutting edge of creativity 

and innovation in order to anticipate 

international tax developments from an 

African perspective.

Narrowing the knowledge gap

The tax knowledge gap between Africa 

and other continents is evidently wide, 

particularly in relation to international 

taxation. It is essential to improve tax 

expertise in African countries as it 

enables them to collect the revenue 

necessary to fund development 

programmes, run essential services and 

to achieve sustainable economic growth. 

Further, in a rapidly changing tax arena, 

it is generally agreed that such vices as 

base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS) 

are best tackled through a globally 

coordinated response, as opposed to 

continued inter-jurisdictional competition 

for tax revenue. Major differences 

between countries in their knowledge 

and skills are a hindrance to these 

coordination efforts. In fulfilment of its 

mission, and with the support of partners, 

IBFD will narrow this knowledge and skills 

gap through the activities of CSAT.

Strengthening skills and capacity

IBFD views CSAT as a solid contribution 

towards achieving the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals 2015 

and, in particular, “Goal 17: Revitalize 

the global partnership for sustainable 

development.” One of the targets of 

this Goal is to “strengthen domestic 

resource mobilization, including through 

international support to developing 

countries, to improve domestic 

capacity for tax and other revenue 

collection.” Within this context, CSAT’s 

tax research activities will have a bias 

towards international taxation, since 

the knowledge gap in African countries 

is most acute in this very specialized 

area of taxation.

African perspective

CSAT aims to encourage research by 

Africans for Africa and to find solutions 

that work in practice. To this end, 

CSAT’s first major initiative was to 

organize an open symposium in Africa. 

IBFD – Revitalizing global partnership

Revitalizing global partnership
IBFD launches tax think tank for Africa



Under the banner Trends in International 

Taxation: an African Perspective, this 

first-ever symposium took place in June 

2015, a stone’s throw from the awe-

inspiring Victoria Falls in Livingstone, 

Zambia. More than 130 delegates - 

double the initially-anticipated number 

- attended, coming from private practice 

and industry, government agencies 

and civil society organizations. The 

two-day event presented a complete 

picture of international taxation and 

featured prominent speakers, including 

IBFD tax experts on Africa and eminent 

tax practitioners and professors from 

Africa, the United States and Europe. 

Sponsored by IBFD with support 

from KPMG Zambia and the Zambia 

Institute of Chartered Accountants, the 

symposium was fully endorsed by the 

Zambian Ministry of Finance.

Established as an annual event, future 

symposia will provide opportunities to 

present and debate research papers 

on recent developments in international 

taxation. They will also provide welcome 

recurring opportunities for delegates to 

network and share knowledge, and for 

businesses (both local and global) to 

seek investment opportunities in Africa.

Increasing collaboration

CSAT’s activities are supervised by 

a Management Committee, whose 

membership includes representation from 

IBFD’s Executive Board. The think tank’s 

composition is currently in the process of 

being augmented by a senior tax advisor 

from Africa, an African university tax 

academician, an African tax administrator 

or policymaker and a tax advocate 

from a civil society organization. CSAT 

seeks collaborative partnerships with the 

African Union and its recognized Regional 

Economic Communities; multilateral 

institutions, such as the World Bank and 

United Nations; the European Union; 

and African universities. It also welcomes 

collaborative sponsorship from local and 

global businesses.

 

If you believe you can contribute to its 

objectives, CSAT can be reached at:

IBFD-CSAT

Rietlandpark 301

1019 DW Amsterdam

P.O. Box 20237

IBFD – Revitalizing global partnership

CSAT Objectives

The objectives of CSAT are to 

study and provide well-researched 

opinions on taxation in Africa, to 

encourage research by Africans 

for Africa and to find practical 

solutions that work within an 

African context. To achieve this, 

CSAT will:

 Organize an annual

 symposium in Africa 

 Conduct research on 

 international and comparative  

 taxation as they relate 

 to Africa

 Disseminate research material  

 and findings throughout Africa

 Engage in (social media)  

 debates on African taxation

 Respond to African 

 governmental “public calls

 for comments” on tax policy  

 documents

 Make open calls for research

 papers on specialist tax 

 topics affecting Africa

 Develop domestic skills and

 institutional capacity

1000 HE Amsterdam

The Netherlands

E-mail: csat@ibfd.org

Visit us at www.ibfd.org



The time is now for sustainable investing.  It 

is no longer an investment approach that is 

pursued by niche, ethical or impact investors.  

Sustainable investing is going mainstream.  

But, with the world facing unprecedented 

challenges such as irreversible climate change 

and massive environmental degradation, we 

need much more.  And, for that, we need 

strong policy action.  Industry action is 

critical but we cannot rely on a market-led 

transformation alone – it must also be  

policy-led.

Leadership from within the industry
The good news is that we are beginning to see real leadership 

from a broad range of investors, particularly on the need to 

drive substantial capital towards addressing climate change 

challenges.  As a recent example, an industry-led statement 

on climate change has been signed by over 370 leading 

institutional investors, representing assets of over US$24trillion 

.  Through this statement, institutional investors are calling for 

stronger political leadership and for the more ambitious policies 

urgently needed in order for climate investments to be scaled 

up. This commitment by major investors is highly significant.

Investors are part of the solution
Smart investors can and will be at the heart of change, not 

least because of a growing awareness that they are facing the 

prospect of significant losses and erosion of value from climate 

change and environmental damage.  At the conservative end, 

the Economist Intelligence Unit recently calculated that the 

resulting expected losses from climate change to the current 

stock of manageable assets in discounted, present value 

terms are valued at US$4.2trn, roughly on a par with the total 

value of all the world’s listed oil and gas companies or Japan’s 

entire GDP (Economist Intelligence Unit, 2015). Warming 

of 6 degrees Celsius could lead to a present value loss of 

US$13.8trn, representing roughly 10% of global total assets.

Jessica Robinson, Chief Executive

Association for Sustainable and 

Responsible Investment in Asia (ASrIA) 

THE TIME IS NOW 
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
INVESTING: BUT WE 
NEED STRONGER 
POLICY ACTION
“The good news is that 
we are beginning to see 
real leadership from a 
broad range of investors, 
particularly on the need to 
drive substantial capital 
towards addressing climate 
change challenges.”
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But investors recognize that this is not only about 

risk management and likely value erosion.  There are 

widespread opportunities associated with low carbon 

and climate resilient growth, many of which are clearly 

profitable, particularly in sectors focused on resource 

management, energy efficiency, green infrastructure 

and buildings. And solving the energy conundrum is at 

the core of sustainable growth, particularly in emerging 

markets.  In Asia alone, a massive investment of US$3.6tn 

is needed to equip the region with the power capacity 

needed by 2030. Two thirds of that sum will be spent on 

renewable generation technologies such as wind, solar 

and hydro-electric  .  The market potential is huge and 

obvious.

Significant investment is required to finance the low 
carbon transition
Despite the rationale behind why climate investment 

makes sense, much more is needed: a significant shift 

in investment patterns and a scale-up in investment 

volume are required to meet climate and energy goals. 

These goals can only be achieved if governments create 

conducive investment environments through appropriate 

incentives and mechanisms to facilitate private sector 

engagement and capital flows. 

Policy makers must support the transition
Policy emphasis should be placed on supporting the 

development and deployment of renewable energy and 

energy efficiency technologies in parallel with measures 

to reduce fossil fuel dependencies. Redirecting subsidies 

and adopting other mechanisms, such as fiscal measures, 

that support the adoption of climate friendly technologies 

are to be encouraged.  Carbon pricing is also crucial to 

addressing climate change.  The longer governments do 

not take action on tackling this market failure, the longer 

institutional investors will be unable to accurately price in 

the risks.

Similarly, disincentives are needed to avoid, reduce and 

manage polluting industries and land use conversion – 

particularly of tropical peat land forest. Care needs to be 

taken to ensure that climate resilient infrastructure and 

large-scale renewable energy projects are developed 

with appropriate environmental and social safeguards in 

place, these ideally being considered during strategic land 

use planning to ensure that any anticipated significant 

adverse impacts on sensitive receivers, including existing 

community users, can either be avoided or satisfactorily 

addressed well in advance of any physical development.

Investing sustainably is going mainstream in part because 

there is a growing awareness of the massive risks of 

not doing so.  Examples such as major pension and 

endowment funds divesting out of fossil fuel companies 

and of the soaring demand for environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) funds are evidence of this.  

But strong policy is needed to create a basis for investors 

to seek out opportunities that have a production and 

consumption profile more aligned with low carbon, low 

pollution, and resource efficient growth.  Against the 

backdrop of international climate negotiations, investors 

can and will play their part in building a sustainable future.  

But so too must governments. 
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PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Wencai Zhang , Asian Development Bank Vice-President for Operations

Excerpts from  speech at the 

International Seminar on Public-

Private Partnerships 8 April 2015 in 

Nanchang, People’s Republic of China

Governments across the world 

are very keen on using PPPs to 

deliver infrastructure and public 

services, in order to find more 

ways to meet the huge demand for 

infrastructure financing. According 

to ADB’s research, the Asia and 

Pacific region requires infrastructure 

investment of at least $8 trillion 

from 2010 until 2020. Traditional 

public funding sources falls far 

short of this investment need. 

Thus, many countries are seeking 

to mobilize private funds, including 

through PPPs. 

Essentially, PPPs are long-term contractual 

arrangements where a government partners 

with the private sector to deliver infrastructure 

services. PPPs can take several forms – from 

simple contracts for private-sector-run road 

maintenance services, to more complex build-

operate-transfer or BOT agreements which 

necessitate funding by the private sector.

I would like to discuss four aspects of PPPs:

1. First, the decisions and responsibilities of 

governments when they come to infrastructure,

2. Second, some of the leading sectors and 

markets,

3. Third, some of the impediments and 

challenges, and finally

4. I will briefly discuss ADB’s support in the Asia 

and Pacific region.

So first, what are the decisions and 

responsibilities of governments?

When governments plan to make major 

infrastructure investments, they have to make 

two separate decisions. The decision is to plan 

and prioritize individual investments. The second 

and separate decision should be about how to 

deliver those investments, including PPPs.

I want to highlight the separation of 
these two decisions. 
On the necessity and prioritization of 

investments, governments must make 

decisions that will achieve their policy targets. 

These include such things as movement of 

goods and people, electrification, access to 

water and waste facilities, healthcare and 

education programs. In making such decisions, 

governments must ensure that they are properly 

prioritizing the needs of the people and the 

economy. They must also ensure that the 

investments are well-founded.

Once the necessity and priority of projects are 

confirmed, the government needs to determine 

how to deliver the investment, and here, value 

for money is key. PPPs should be considered 

where the private sector partner’s skills, 

knowledge, technology and capital are adequate 

to assume the project’s risks and deliver high-

quality design, construction and a performance-

based service.

It is very important that the government’s 

decision on procurement – in other words, 

determining the method of delivery – be 

done with strong market-based technical, 

financial and legal advisory inputs from top 

class advisors. If designed and implemented 

improperly, PPPs can bring adverse 

consequences such as delay of project delivery, 

deterioration of services, and increase of public 

burden to cover operational losses. In the 

worst cases, the projects themselves could be 

abandoned.

Turning to my second point, where we 
can expect to see PPPs? 

In Asia and the Pacific region, PPPs have 

been found most commonly in the energy 

sector, followed by the transport sector. In 

particular, the power sector has a strong track 

record of private sector participation and a 

broadly accepted contractual structure. In 

the transport sector, PPPs have been most 

frequently adopted in roads. However, more 

recently, several PPP airport projects have been 

developed, such as in India and the Philippines.

Water and sewage is another sector where 

PPPs are widely adopted. For instance, China 

has a track record of over 400 PPP projects 

in that sector. PPPs are increasingly used 

in the social sector as well. In the education 

sector, for example, PPPs have been used for 

BOT-type projects of relatively large size, and 

for technical and vocational education training 

(TVET) services. Thus, PPPs can help contribute 

not only to economic development, but also to 

social development.

Some key markets, such as India and China, have 

emerged as the largest PPP markets in the region. 

According to the World Bank’s databases, India 

awarded more than 600 PPP project contracts 

between 2000 and 2013, mostly in the transport 

and power sectors. In the same period, China 

awarded more than 800 PPP project contracts. 

In China, PPPs are widely applied, particularly in 

energy and water & sewerage projects.
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Across the region, countries are generally trying to improve their 

infrastructure investment climate and implement significant PPP 

regulatory and institutional reforms. For example, ASEAN countries such 

as Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and Viet Nam are in the process of 

revising their existing PPP acts and regulations. Further strengthening PPP 

units and establishing dedicated project development capacities are also 

key priorities for many countries, such as Mongolia, Bangladesh, Georgia, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic and PNG.

Turning to my third point, what are the impediments to more partnerships 

with the private sector?

While PPPs are gaining a solid foothold, it is also true that there are a lot 

of impediments and challenges. Although each country has its specific 

context and issues, we believe that three key areas will make them even 

more effective. 

 

First, creating an “enabling environment” is essential to attract private 

investment. Governments with good PPP track records have typically 

taken measures such as (i) development of a solid legal and regulatory 

framework, (ii) establishment of a dedicated PPP unit, (iii) strengthening of 

the government’s project development function and capacity, (iv) creation 

of a mechanism for the government to provide financial assistance to PPP 

projects, and (v) ensuring integrity and transparency in the procurement 

process.

Good coordination among government agencies is also a key to 

attract private investors. Effective mechanisms for land acquisition, 

resettlement and compensation can help minimize delays in approvals and 

implementation.

Second, more PPPs can be implemented if governments deepen their 

knowledge and capacity, particularly in project preparation. It is important 

to select the right projects to pursue, and to manage fair and transparent 

bidding. Many governments are still building up their in-house capacity 

for PPP project preparation and procurement; this is encouraging, 

but it is a challenge. Along with capacity building, governments can 

create dedicated project development funds, focused on preparing and 

structuring bankable PPP projects for private investment.

Third, local and regional capital markets need to be deeper and broader to 

channel Asia’s large savings to infrastructure investment. It is also essential 

to strengthen expertise of local banks in project finance. This is an 

important technical skill as most PPPs are financed on a standalone basis.

My fourth point is that ADB is very familiar with these challenges. 

Promoting PPPs is one of ADB’s key agendas, and we have solid 

experience in helping governments plan, build and support sustainable 

PPP programs.

Between 1998 and 2020, ADB supported 406 projects with PPP elements 

(including sovereign loans, nonsovereign loans, and technical assistance).

Our operational approach is now based upon our PPP Operational Plan 

which was developed in 2012. I strongly encourage you to download it 

and read it – it shows how our support covers four areas or pillars, namely, 

(i) advocacy and capacity building, (ii) enabling environment, (iii) project 

development and preparation, and (iv) project financing.

Our regional departments are committed to support PPPs in our 

developing member countries. They provide capacity development, policy 

reform support, and financing to governments for PPPs. Our Private 

Sector Operations Department provides financing to the private sector, 

including companies that are contracted through PPPs. Aside from 

financing, we recognize the need to support our clients in facilitating, 

advising and developing PPP projects.

ADB provides formal transaction advisory services to our government 

clients. For example, we are working with a consortia of national 

gas companies in order to prepare and tender the 1,800-kilometer 

Turkmenistan–Afghanistan–Pakistan–India (TAPI) natural gas pipeline 

project. ADB is the mandated transaction advisor to the consortia, which 

reached a milestone last year (November 2014) with the incorporation of 

the TAPI Pipeline Company Limited.

In order to provide this kind of support across the region, ADB is setting 

up the Asia Pacific Project Preparation Facility or AP3F. This multi-donor 

trust fund will begin operations sometime during 2015. It will focus on 

project preparation work, including studies to cover technical, financial, 

legal, regulatory, and safeguards in preparing well-designed PPPs. And 

it will prioritize PPP infrastructure projects with regional cooperation, 

sustainable development, and climate change elements.

Finally, to further strengthen ADB’s PPP operations, we recently 

established the Office of Public–Private Partnership (OPPP). This Office 

coordinates and supports ADB’s PPP operations, and provides 

independent advisory services to government clients who need 

assistance in preparing and structuring bankable PPP projects.

“Once the necessity 
and priority of projects 
are confirmed, the 
government needs 
to determine how to 
deliver the investment, 
and here, value for 
money is key.”
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The world faces a substantial and growing need for 

infrastructure – and therefore for infrastructure investment and 

financing. Traditional public infrastructure funding sources are 

under pressure resulting in an estimated funding gap of $500 

billion per year globally.1 Private sector funding sources are 

needed if we are going to close this gap. 

Prudential Financial, Inc., (NYSE: PRU), which does business in 

Europe as Pramerica Financial, Inc., has been a significant provider 

of long-term capital to a range of infrastructure programs for many 

years. Our private lending business, Pramerica Capital Group, which 

operates as Pricoa Capital Group in Europe and the U.K., manages 

an infrastructure portfolio of more than $10.5 billion (as of June 30, 

2015).  In addition, we hold substantial infrastructure related public 

debt and equity in our public bond and alternative assets portfolios. 

For life insurers, long-term investment strategies, such as 

infrastructure project investing, are vital to our liability-driven portfolio 

management process. Well underwritten infrastructure investments 

offer attractive risk, return and diversification characteristics, which 

can contribute to better asset/liability management, and in turn, 

stronger companies. 

Is infrastructure an asset class? 
No single definition of “infrastructure” exists within the investment 

community. Infrastructure assets can range from “greenfield” public 

works projects to public corporate bonds in telecom or energy 

sectors. In general, infrastructure investments are categorised within 

a range of traditional industry sectors and disciplines (e.g., energy, 

power, transportation, telecommunications, ports, social housing) 

instead of being distinguished by several principal characteristics. 

First and foremost, investors tend to think of infrastructure as a long 

duration asset class, and as such it suits investors with long-term 

investment needs. Other characteristics beyond the nature of the 

asset/project, include: illiquidity, often manifested in long investment/

draw periods, or, if debt, a lack of rating; complexity, requiring 

specialised skills to analyse; and uniqueness, having few closely 

comparable investments in terms of structure, assumptions, or 

returns. Taken together, these characteristics – along with the types 

of investors they tend to attract – might warrant categorisation as a 

standalone “asset class.” 

Why infrastructure assets have a place 
in long-term investors’ portfolios 
Infrastructure investment may provide unique benefits to long-term 

investors’ portfolios with diversification and investment stability. 

The supply of long-term assets (other than sovereign bonds) is 

relatively constrained and in high demand. Infrastructure debt from 

new issuers, whether governmental, quasi governmental or private, 

represents a new source of investment opportunity which allows 

investors to better diversify their portfolios. Infrastructure debt, by 

its very nature, tends not to be highly correlated with other credit 

investments in an insurer’s or pension fund’s portfolio, offering a 

diverse supply of high credit quality, long-duration assets. 

In addition, infrastructure offers stability in both cash flow and 

credit performance. Historical rating agency data indicates that 

infrastructure debt investments are less credit risky than corporate 

lending.2 Unlike typical corporate credit where risks and uncertainty 

tend to increase with duration, infrastructure project risks can be high 

during the planning, permitting and construction phases, but tend to 

Scott Sleyster, Senior Vice President & Chief Investment 

Officer, Pramerica Financial, Inc. 

INFRASTRUCTURE:  
A GLOBAL ASSET CLASS
 “For life insurers, long-term 
investment strategies, such as 
infrastructure project investing, are 
vital to our liability-driven portfolio 
management process.”
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stabilise over time as the project goes into production. Infrastructure projects 

tend to have stable cash flows and more limited exposure to competitive forces 

due to regulated revenue models which help to support the credit over time. 

Obstacles and challenges to infrastructure investing 
From the investor’s perspective, the features that characterise infrastructure 

– its long-term nature, illiquidity, complexity uniqueness – tend to make 

it challenging to analyse. A variety of efforts could be made to make 

infrastructure assets more attractive to investors, including standardisation 

of documentation, improved access to information and analytics about 

investment performance, and creating structures in which investors 

of varying risk appetites can find suitable investments across the risk 

spectrum. 

Perhaps more importantly, investors often cite the lack of investment 

opportunities as a reason for not being more invested in infrastructure. 

Greater assurance of a “pipeline” of opportunities from project sponsors 

would also attract investors to the asset class. The further development of 

Public/Private Partnerships globally may prove to be a powerful vehicle for 

creating that pipeline. The ability to extract value from existing infrastructure 

assets to be redeployed towards seeding new projects has the potential 

to be a powerful catalyst for growth. It enables us to recycle the value of 

existing societal assets into new productive assets. 

Finally, regulatory frameworks around the world must acknowledge 

the long-term investment needs of their regulated entities and the 

appropriateness of good quality infrastructure investments to meet those 

needs. Efforts to define a global insurance capital regime must consider 

the long-term nature of the life insurance business.  Reflecting appropriate 

economics of life insurance in a global capital framework is crucial to 

ensure that private funding is available and stable over time. Solvency II and 

other frameworks must incentivize investment in long-term assets to allow 

insurers to match their long-term liabilities. To date, emerging regulatory 

frameworks for banks and insurers are creating disincentives to long-term 

investing favoring shorter-duration, more liquid assets and penalising the 

very types of assets that could improve portfolio diversification, better 

hedge liability exposures and offer a lower risk profile relative to corporate 

credit over the long-term. 

In summary  
We believe that infrastructure investment is not only important to society, 

but also strategically important for long-term investors. Pramerica has had 

a long-standing commitment to infrastructure as a result of this dynamic. 

Indeed, we welcome the opportunity to help develop infrastructure into 

a recognised asset class among long term investors through better 

access to information, a more assured supply of infrastructure investment 

opportunities, and greater understanding among regulators of its 

importance in long term investors’ portfolios. 

1Standard & Poors 
2 Moody’s Investor Service

Scott Sleyster is the global chief investment officer of Prudential Financial Inc. (NYSE: PRU), a financial 

services company headquartered in the U.S. The company is not affiliated in any manner with Prudential 

Plc. of the U.K. This article represents Sleyster’s opinion as of October, 2015. 

Pricoa Capital Group actively invests 
in infrastructure projects, focusing 
on investment grade debt in energy, 
transport, social and water sectors. 

Shown above is a recent solar farm 
project financed by Pricoa Capital 
Group in 2014, which is planned to 
provide 80 megawatts of clean energy 
to the local utility as an alternative 
source of power to consumers.
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Statement by Dr. Ahmad Mohamed Ali, Chairman, Islamic Development Bank Group, at the 3 rd International 

Conference on Financing for Development Addis Ababa, Ethiopia July 2015

FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT 

It is a great privilege to address you 

today at this epoch-making Conference 

-- the third in a series of global efforts 

to mobilize resources for global 

development agenda. We gather here 

to discuss how to fund and finance the new 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - a 

proposed set of 17 goals and 169 targets 

--- which replace the 15-year-old Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) by the year end. 

I take this singular opportunity to thank the 

Government and the people of this great 

country for hosting this Conference and for 

their generous hospitality accorded to us since 

arriving in this beautiful city of Addis Ababa. 

In the annals of development finance, 2015 

will be remembered as a momentous year for 

concluding a number of international agreements 

on Sustainable Development Goals, climate 

change, and global trade. Success on these 

agreements largely depends on the outcome 

of today’s conference. In this regard, we need 

to take bold and decisive actions and act 

firmly to meet the expectations of our future 

generations. As agreed in the seminal Monterrey 

Consensus of 2002, each and every country 

has primary responsibility for its own economic 

and social development; however, the depth 

of the current involvement with the Sustainable 

Development Goals requires that the international 

community act as one as reflected in the 2011 

Busan Partnership for Effective Development 

Cooperation. significant difference.

The Millennium Development Goals that 

were adopted in 2000 have truly stimulated 

international community to collectively address 

one of the most pressing development issues of 

the 20th Century – extreme poverty. However, 

the SDGs have changed the narrative from 

reducing abject poverty to ending it, with 

greater attention to sustainable development.  

The challenges addressed by the SDGs are 

numerous and require resources in the range 

of trillion dollars. Therefore, better synergy 

and strategic alliances at national, regional 

and global levels to coordinate the resource 

requirements for SDGs will make a significant 

difference. 

In mobilizing these resources, it is important 

to explore alternative and complementary 

innovative financing mechanisms such as 

Islamic finance, which has gained traction 

around the world over the years. It has footprint 

in Asia and Middle East; ripe for growth in South 

America and Europe; and has future markets 

in North America, Central Asia and Australia. 

Its global assets have grown considerably and 

estimated to reach US$1.8 trillion by 2014 with 

compounded annual growth rate of about 15-20 

percent. 

For a successful implementation of SDGs in a 

timely manner, certain prerequisities have to be 

met as necessitated by the impact of recent 

economic and financial crisis on many countries. 

These are financial stability, financial inclusion, 

and shared prosperity. Islamic finance  

offers promising potential solutions to these 

critical domains.

In fact, these major areas of contribution 

of Islamic finance could be instrumental in 

supporting international efforts targeting ending 

poverty (SDG-1), achieving food security 

(SDG-2), ensuring healthy lives (SDG-3), and 

promoting peaceful and inclusive society 

(SDG-16). Additionally, innovative Islamic 

financial instruments especially for infrastructure 

development can also be used to mobilize 

resources to finance water and sanitation 

projects (SDG-6), sustainable and affordable 

energy (SDG-7), build resilient infrastructure 

(SDG-9) and shelter (SDG-11). 

For more than four decades, the Islamic 

Development Bank Group (IDB Group) has 

successfully pioneered the development of 

Islamic finance to fund short and long-term 

development activities in various sectors of the 

economies of our member countries.

 The Islamic financial services industry has now 

supported many projects of considerable sizes 

in social, economic and environmental sectors 

and it has great potential of being instrumental 

in funding several components of the SDGs  

as well. 

To date, the IDB Group has applied various 

forms of Islamic financial instruments to 

finance projects and mobilize resources for 

infrastructure, energy, health, education, water, 

sanitation, trade, housing and other sectors and 

can also meet the needs of governments and 

private sector to finance mega projects as well 

as micro level operations.

I would like to recognize the efforts of our 

member countries and international institutions 

in promoting Islamic finance notably the G20 by 

including Islamic finance on its agenda, and the 

World Bank’s establishment of a Global Islamic 

Finance Development Center in Istanbul. 

It is my hope that this conference will consider 

Islamic finance as one of the tools for SDGs 

implementation and mainstream it in the global 

financial system. 

Before concluding my speech, I am pleased 

to announce that the IDB Group will double its 

development assistance activities from around 

US$80 billion recorded during the MDGs-period 

to more than $150 billion in the next 15 years 

(2016-2030) to support programs and projects 

for the successful realization of SDGs in our 

member countries.

Indeed, we are on the cusp of history. We have 

this one-time opportunity today to change our 

destiny by ending human misery, saving our 

planet, and achieving inclusive growth. 

While wishing this Conference a successful 

deliberation and outcome, I thank you very 

much for your kind attention!
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Jim Yong Kim, President, World 

Bank Group 
Good morning. Welcome to the 

2015 World Bank Group-IMF 

Annual Meetings. It’s great to be 

in Lima. Peru has been a wonderful host 

and we’re grateful for all it has done to 

prepare for our arrival. 

 

Just a few days ago, we announced that for the 

first time the percentage of people living in extreme 

poverty around the world will likely fall to under 10 

percent this year, to 9.6 percent globally. This is 

the best story in the world. Our goals at the World 

Bank Group are to end extreme poverty by 2030 

and to boost shared prosperity for the bottom 40 

percent in developing countries. While we remain 

confident of ending extreme poverty, the final 

stretch will be extremely difficult because we are 

in the midst of a period of slow global growth, 

the end of the commodity super-cycle, pending 

interest rate hikes, and continued flight of capital 

out of emerging markets.

After a decade of strong growth and tremendous 

social progress, Latin America, like other regions, 

is facing these headwinds. We forecast that the 

region will experience -0.3 percent growth for 2015 

with a slight improvement to 1.1 percent in 2016. 

The slowdown poses a threat to hard-won social 

gains, and countries must now adapt. Countries 

in Latin America need to increase productivity, 

access to quality education, and ensure that the 

state is more efficient in providing social services.

The region can promote inclusive growth through 

reforms that enable it take advantage of its 

openness to global trade. The recently completed 

Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations could be 

very good news for the region, even with Mexico, 

Chile, and Peru as the only Latin American 

countries taking part. The TPP’s potential influence 

on the world economy could help boost the 

region’s growth.

I have two other issues to talk about – the first 

on the impact of changing demographics. We 

released our Global Monitoring Report yesterday, 

GOALS TO END EXTREME 
POVERTY BY 2030     
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which shows that governments must overcome 

a growing demographic divide to make future 

progress. Half of the world lives in countries 

where populations are relatively young and 

growing, but are poor with little access to quality 

education. The other half lives in countries 

where populations are contracting, aging and 

retiring; these countries drive most of the world’s 

economic activity, but their economic growth is 

at risk as birth rates and the numbers of workers 

decline.

These demographic realities can be a golden 

opportunity for both poor and rich countries.  An 

influx of working-age refugees or migrants into a 

country with an aging population can ultimately 

reap benefits for everyone – but as we have 

been witnessing for the past few years due to 

the ongoing conflict in Syria the flow of refugees 

can lead to tragedy as well. Jordan, Lebanon 

and Turkey have taken in several million Syrians 

in recent years, generously providing shelter, 

schooling, and other services. Now, hundreds 

of thousands of mostly Syrian refugees have 

been pouring into Europe. This has tested 

Europe’s leaders and its people, as it did Syria’s 

neighbors, and we admire the outpouring 

of help and generosity from many across 

Europe. For all involved, the refugee crisis is an 

immensely difficult challenge. The World Bank 

Group has been assisting the host communities 

of the refugees in Lebanon and Jordan for the 

past few years, and now we’re exploring new 

ways to increase our help for Syria’s neighbors.

The second topic is climate change. Climate 

change affects every nation and every person, 

but it hits poor people the hardest. The world 

must cut emissions and invest in greater 

resilience now.

At the Paris conference in December, countries 

must show real ambition. Political will for urgent 

action is critical. We believe there are politically 

credible pathways to deliver $100 billion dollars a 

year in climate financing for developing countries 

by 2020. Meeting this commitment will build 

the trust and confidence necessary for credible 

emissions’ reduction targets. Much of that $100 

billion dollars is already flowing, with multilateral 

development banks providing critical financing.

The World Bank Group stands ready to scale 

up its support to meet increasing demand 

from countries. The world must act now to put 

a price on carbon, end fossil fuel subsidies, 

increase access to renewable energy and 

improve efficiency, build cleaner and more 

livable cities, and invest in climate-smart 

agriculture. We will be having active discussions 

with our shareholders in the coming days to do 

all we can to help the world find solutions that 

are equal to the challenge of climate change.  

Thank you very much. I’ll now take your 

questions.

Taken from the opening press conference of 

the World Bank & IMF Annual Meetings2015, 

Lima, Peru
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ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL 
GUY RYDER’S REMARKS  
AT THE JOINT MEETING  
OF G20 FINANCE & 
LABOUR MINISTERS 
SEPT 4TH 2015

Thank you, Chair. Ministers, the initiative to hold 

this joint session is most timely for three main 

reasons. 

First, growth has disappointed for a number of years and has continued to 

disappoint since G20 Leaders adopted their Brisbane goal of increasing 

growth by more than 2 per cent above trend projections by 2018. 

Continued cyclical weaknesses in demand are now interacting with 

weak investment and productivity growth and threatening to transform 

short-term problems into long-term ones. High unemployment and 

under-employment, coupled with stagnant wages in many G20 countries 

are major factors contributing to the weakness in global demand, which 

further discourages private investment in the real economy, despite 

extraordinarily low interest rates. 

The report before you by the International Organizations  paints a worrying 

picture of persistently weak employment performance across most G20 

countries. Furthermore it finds that the problem is not “jobless growth”—in 

fact there has been little change in the overall employment intensity of growth 

in the G20—but rather that there has simply not been enough growth.

Secondly, rising inequality and a reduced labour income share in many 

countries is increasingly recognized as a factor contributing to weak 

economic growth. Labour market developments are an important driver 

of inequality trends, along with tax, transfer and education policies, and 

this points policy-makers to focus on how labour market policies can be 

coordinated with more traditional fiscal measures to accelerate growth and 

to reduce inequality.

Thirdly, output growth and employment growth are mutually dependent  

and they tend to be mutually reinforcing—in either positive or negative 

directions, producing virtuous or, if not counteracted, vicious circles. 

A country-specific, comprehensive and multifaceted approach is 

required that simultaneously addresses deficits in demand, starting at 

the household consumption and investment levels, as well as supply 

constraints. While country circumstances clearly differ, there is sufficient 

common ground in the challenges and possible responses to make G20 

coordination potentially very productive. 

Guy Ryder, Director General, ILO
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The Labour and Employment Ministers’ Declaration  adopted this morning 

endorsed a range of labour market policies that would support inclusive 

economic growth and jobs. In headline form they include:

• Strengthening labour market institutions, including wage setting 

mechanisms like minimum wages and collective bargaining, that help to 

put money into the households most likely to spend and thereby increase 

demand;

• Improving employment opportunities—and outcomes—for vulnerable 

groups in the labour market, including women, youth and other 

disadvantaged groups, through means such as improving access to 

quality education, training and lifelong learning and through provision of 

effective employment services;

• Improving job quality by promoting the quality of earnings, reducing 

labour market insecurities and promoting good working conditions and 

healthy workplaces

These labour market policies should be combined with appropriate 

monetary policy and fiscal measures such as adjustments to tax and 

social protection systems to lift the incomes of lower and middle income 

households. Investment in infrastructure is also a proven method of 

creating jobs in the short term and increasing productivity and connectivity 

in the medium term. 

It is also important to note that good national policies can have very 

important positive spillover effects to other G20 countries and beyond, 

by increasing global aggregate demand, offsetting the impact of negative 

shocks and reducing the temptation to engage in beggar-thy-neighbour 

policies.

To conclude, Chair, this joint meeting can be of enormous service to G20 

Leaders by integrating policy initiatives that work on both the 

demand and the supply side of labour markets, thus helping 

us to get back on track for the 2 per cent growth ambition and 

making that growth more inclusive.

Thank you.
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STANDING TOGETHER:  
A NEW ERA OF IEA-CHINA 
CO-OPERATION
Fatih Birol, Executive Director, IEA

Remarks by Dr. Fatih Birol to the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol Beijing  

9 September 2015

By almost any measure, China is the most 

important player in the global energy market. 

China enjoys that position thanks to an 

impressive set of achievements. And yet China 

also faces significant energy challenges in the coming 

years. China already lies very much at the centre of 

nearly every work stream in the IEA, and cooperation 

between China and the IEA stretches back nearly  

20 years.  

But I believe we must and can deepen this partnership. Why? It’s very simple: if 

China and the IEA work closely together, everybody benefits. The IEA can serve 

as an invaluable resource to China as it pursues the goals of greater energy 

security, economic prosperity and environmental sustainability. In return, the IEA 

and its members can learn much from China’s rich experiences. 

China can rightly claim to have successfully brought electricity to more 

people than any other country in the world – and to around half a billion 

people in a short period of time

China is also helping improve energy access beyond its own borders, with 

supportive investments in energy projects in Africa and other regions

China is the world’s largest wind power market and the world’s largest 

producer of hydroelectricity. China is also adding more solar PV capacity each 

year than any other country. By the end of this year it will overtake Germany 

as the country with the most installed solar PV panels in the world. 
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No discussion of low-carbon energy would 

be complete without a mention of nuclear, 

and China has huge ambitions for its nuclear 

sector. Right now, of the 67 reactors being built 

globally, more than one-third are here in China

But another story that is less well-known is 

China’s expansion of hydropower and its 

impacts. According to IEA analysis, in fact, 

the emissions avoided in China over the last 

10 years thanks to its increase in hydropower 

capacity alone are greater than all the 

emissions avoided in the United States as a 

result of the switch from coal to natural gas 

during the same time. 

We also recognise and applaud the steps taken 

by China, not only to lower its reliance on coal, 

but also to improve the efficiency of its coal 

use. Again, according to IEA analysis, thanks 

to tighter domestic regulation, the efficiency of 

the coal-fired power fleet in China is now higher 

than that of the OECD average. Another very 

impressive achievement.

But there is still a long way to go, in China 

as elsewhere, before we are on a pathway 

towards a more sustainable energy future. We 

have shown that – even though China has 

pledged to achieve a peak in its carbon dioxide 

emissions around 2030, if not earlier – the 

world as a whole is not on track to replicate 

this achievement, with global emissions still 

projected to be on an increasing trend by that 

date. We need to do more than weaken the 

link between economic growth and greenhouse 

gas emissions: we need to harness technology 

and policy in a united effort to break this link 

completely. In this area, China is one of the 

leaders of global efforts. 

This country has created significant, positive 

political momentum ahead of the climate 

negotiations in Paris later this year. As I wrote 

in the People’s Daily newspaper back in July, 

China’s constructive leadership deserves 

applause.…

But China still has many important policy 

challenges ahead, on which the IEA 

Secretariat and IEA member countries have 

valuable experience to share. For example, 

one such area is air pollution as a result of 

coal combustion, vehicle exhaust, industrial 

operations and construction, which is now a 

serious problem affecting many Chinese cities. 

IEA members have faced similar problems in 

the past, and so we have an opportunity to 

draw on these experiences and find solutions 

together. There are also questions of efficient 

market operation and design, as well as 

deployment of low carbon technologies and 

designing energy efficiency policies….

In some fields, such as ultra-high-voltage 

electricity transmission, China is leading and 

IEA members can benefit. In others, the 

experience of IEA members could provide 

insights for China. We also have a strong 

convergence of interest in the core area of 

energy security...

 In short, we must make room for China 

under the IEA umbrella in order to safeguard 

and extend the benefits of collective energy 

security. We are also prepared to work to 

support China’s constructive perspective in 

leading global energy discussions. 

During its G20 presidency next year, China 

will be in a position to propose an ambitious 

energy agenda. Improving energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, global energy governance 

and energy access – in addition to other 

energy topics to be agreed by the G20 – are 

among the issues that the world will benefit 

from during China’s G20 presidency… 

And so I repeat my call for the start of a new 

era: If China and the IEA can work together, 

China benefits. If China and the IEA can work 

together, the IEA benefits. If China and the IEA 

can work together, the world benefits. This 

is my appeal to you today. Let’s start a new 

era. Let’s work together. Together – and very 

closely. 

Thank you very much. Xièxiè.

“No discussion of low-
carbon energy would 
be complete without 
a mention of nuclear, 
and China has huge 
ambitions for its nuclear 
sector. Right now, of the 
67 reactors being built 
globally, more than one-
third are here in China”
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ENGEBRA BRAZIL IS THE RESULT OF AN 
OPTIMISTIC VIEW, THOUGH CRITICAL ON 
THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY
A country of continental dimensions. 

Intriguing contrasts, chronic needs, 

historical challenges. It was there, 

right there, where many saw only a 

pile of stones, that we glimpse our 

cathedral: a vigorous Brazil, full of 

energy, where the contrasts would be 

sources of creative solutions; where 

the deficiencies would be the starting 

point to promote economic and social 

inclusion; where the challenges would 

be synonymous with opportunities. 

We could not predict the future of Brazil, 
but we could help create it 
It was in this setting and with this vision that 

ENGEBRA BRAZIL was born. As its founders, 

being working in the electricity supply market 

for almost two decades, we knew that future 

and development are part of the same process. 

And they both pass through the generation and 

power consumption.

ENGEBRA SSC BRAZIL today - one Shared 
Services Center 
The company has its own headquarters in the 

city of Goiania, the state capital of Goiás - in the 

geographic heart of Brazil, 250 kilometers from 

Brasilia. As a Shared Services Center, it manages 

the other group companies, consolidating on 

its balance sheet the result from all of them. 

The financial activities, accounting, tax, human 

resources, information technology, in short, the 

whole structure is shared by the other companies, 

with the vision of best performance of the work. In 

this site is where the presidency of the company 

is. It is the chairman task to envision the strategic 

direction of all the Group’s businesses.

ENGEBRA LLC (Limited Liability Company) 

- Delaware, United States is the holding of 

ENGEBRA BRAZIL SSC. Its goal is to raise funds 

abroad, with investors interested in energy projects 

in Brazil.

IFP ENGEBRA - Infrastructure Fund for power 

generation, controlled by ENGEBRA BRAZIL SSC.

 

Its goal is to open fundraising opportunities with 

institutional investors and consolidate the economic 

group within a corporate structure, with greater 

transparency and control. IFP ENGEBRA is the 

controller of the partner companies: UTE DAIA, 

CNE, CSE, FUEL STAR and ERFOX, all with 

expertise in the energy field.

UTE DAIA  - Thermal Power Plant  
Anapolis SA 

Located in DAIA - Agroindustrial District of Anápolis, 

State of Goiás, the company has a physical 

structure of 40,000 m2 and is in operational phase. 

UTE DAIA has the capacity to generate 44,3MW 

in average. Its mission is to generate and supply 

electricity to the National Interconnected System 

- NIS, serving a total of 27 power distributors 

nationwide.

CENTRO NORTE ENERGY - CNE - 
 (Mid North Energy) Biomass Energy Plant 
It is located in the municipality of Jaragua, State 

of Goiás, and is in the implementation phase. 

It is a project developed for power generation 

using biomass, with the generating capacity of 

105 MW in average. It will have as byproduct the 

anhydrous and hydrated alcohol with a production 

of approximately 380 million gallons per year.
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CENTRO SUL ENERGY - CSE - (Mid South Energy)  
Biomass Energy Plant 
It is located in the municipality of Orizona, State of Goiás, and is in the 

implementation phase. It is a project developed for power generation 

using biomass, with the generating capacity of 105 MW in average. It will 

have as by-products, anhydrous and hydrated alcohol, with a production 

of approximately 380 million liters per year.

FUEL STAR - solution for temporary needs of electricity. 
It is located in Anapolis, in the state of Goiás, and it operates in the rental 

market and maintenance of generator sets, serving major customers in 

their needs for temporary generation of electricity.

ERFOX - FUTURE RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPANY 

It is located in Anapolis, and it is a Research and Development company 

- R & D - It operates on the development of technologies for the power 

generation segment, clean, sustainable and renewable energy. It is 

currently developing a hydrogen based energy project.

Investment of intellectual capital - the importance of the human 
factor in business success 

Among the competitive differentials that undoubtedly magnify an 

enterprise is the quality of the team. In this regard, we point out, even 

with a certain pride, the brilliant performance of the ENGEBRA team, an 

optimized and competent team with expertise in the energy segment. 

They are committed professionals that are involved, motivated, sparing no 

efforts or creativity in finding innovative solutions and the best results for 

the company and for the customers.

ENGEBRA BRAZIL SSC - strengthening partnerships tuned in on 
development 
We have lived through and have overcome successfully several 

national and international crises over the last few years. We have been 

strengthened all the way. We have audacious business plans and an 

inspiring mission to guide us. All of our projects have, in essence, three 

fundamental values that support our work: sustainable development, 

environmental preservation and respect for society. Through IFP 

ENGEBRA we seek to establish and strengthen productive partnerships, 

tuned in, to help us ensure the future of the company and expand our 

role in promoting development. This sharing expertise will give a new 

dimension to projects, strengthening the business environment and 

opening new roads for partner companies. 

Contact information:
Engebra Centro De Serviços Compartilhados 

Telephone: 55 62 3945-1500 

Address: Rua T-34, nº 2.197, Setor Bueno, Goiânia-Goiás, Brasil. CEP: 74.223-220 

Website: www.engebracsc.com.br; www.engebra.com.br 

E-mail: engebra@engebra.com.br
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ENERGY ACCESS THROUGH 
OFF-GRID RENEWABLES: 
ENABLING THE 
TRANSITION
The UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals, approved at the UN 

General Assembly in September, seek to eradicate poverty while 

healing and securing our planet. A central component of this agenda 

is to ensure universal access to clean, reliable electricity. 
 

For those of us living with electricity, it is easy to forget the social and economic impact of going 

without. Power shortages cut economic growth by 2 to 4 per cent annually. Households without 

electricity pay 60 to 80 times more for energy-related products – charcoal, candles and kerosene 

– than people in New York or London. Health clinics without electricity struggle to refrigerate 

much needed medicines and exposure to smoke from wood-fired cook stoves cause 4.3 million 

premature deaths per year.

Great strides have been made in the last two decades to increase global access to electricity, 

with nearly two billion more people connected today than in 1990, but there is still too large a gap 

Adnan Amin, Director General, IRENA
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between the haves and the have nots. More than 

one billion people, mostly in rural areas, still lack 

access while another one billion have unreliable 

supply.  

Renewable energy, specifically off-grid renewable 

energy, has a key role to play in closing this gap. 

Renewables are now the default choice for off-grid 

installations in most rural and peri-urban areas and 

IRENA estimates off-grid solutions can meet the 

majority, roughly 60 per cent, of the demand.

Thanks to dramatic cost reductions in recent 

years, renewable technologies are now the most 

economic option for off-grid electrification. They 

can be significantly cheaper than diesel-fired 

generation or kerosene-based conventional lighting, 

the dominant sources of rural electricity supply. For 

example, if Nigeria used modern off-grid lighting 

solutions, it would save more than USD 1.4 billion 

annually. Replacing all the kerosene, candles and 

batteries used annually for off-grid lighting would 

also save Nigeria the equivalent of 17.3 million 

barrels of crude oil per year.

Beyond pure costs, the modular nature of off-grid 

renewables allows them to be customised to meet 

local needs and be deployed rapidly. For example, 

Bangladesh’s solar home system programme 

deployed 280,000 solar home systems in six 

years between 2002 and 2008. Today, it deploys 

the same number in fewer than five months. 

The programme now benefits over 13 million 

beneficiaries or nine per cent of the total population. 

The business case for deploying off-grid 

renewables in rural areas has never been stronger, 

and innovative business models are emerging to 

encourage growth in the sector. But further tapping 

into this vast potential will require collective efforts 

to create an enabling environment that supports 

the scale-up of energy access efforts through 

private sector participation. This includes adopting 

an effective policy and regulatory framework, 

along with tailored business and financing models 

and adapting technologies to the rural context. If 

the enabling environment is appropriate, off-grid 

solutions can be deployed rapidly to extend 

electricity access for meeting basic needs but also 

for promoting productive uses, as modelled by the 

Bangladesh solar home system programme. 

These enabling policies can also create a more 

secure environment to encourage investment. We 

currently invest USD nine billion a year on energy 

access, but USD 45 billion is needed to achieve 

universal access. This investment is beginning 

to trickle in. For example, the US-led Power 

Africa’s “Beyond the Grid” initiative committed 

one billion over the next five years to seed and 

scale distributed energy solutions, and the Islamic 

Development Bank will loan USD 180 million for 

Africa projects improving access to electricity 

through off-grid solutions.

Efforts made to increase energy access also benefit 

other sectors critical to human development. 

Access to electricity can improve the accessibility 

and reliability of the water supply. It can also 

facilitate extension of basic rural healthcare services 

and enable the outreach of telecommunication 

services in rural or island contexts, thereby further 

contributing to the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

This complementarity presents a compelling case 

for policy-makers to adopt a more holistic approach 

to energy access and to include it as a means 

to stimulate economy-wide development, fight 

poverty and improve livelihoods, all while protecting 

the planet from the dangerous effects of climate 

change. 
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www.renovaenergia.com.br

 Leader on renewable 
energy generation in Brazil
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The future is now. Get ready 
for a bright new world.

Renova has the largest wind farm project in Latin
America, Alto Sertão, and the first solar- wind hybrid 
power system in Brazil.
We’re a national leader with more than 1 GW of con-
tracted capacity.

Our business  
is sustainable 

energy generation
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Prof He Dexin, President, World Wind Energy Association

In the face of greenhouse gas 

emissions, global climate change, 

ecological and environmental 

damage and energy consumption 

growth, energy transformation has 

become a matter closely linked with 

each country and humankind of the 

earth. The world is in a new era of 

energy transformation. The basic 

feature of the energy transformation 

is to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions, develop high proportion 

of renewable energy and improve 

energy efficiency, of which high 

proportion of renewable energy 

development is an important 

symbol of this energy 

transformation, while wind, solar, 

biomass and other renewable 

energy will play an important role in 

energy transformation.

In 2014, the global wind power market started 

to climb up, the newly installed wind power 

capacity reached 52.52 GW, and the cumulative 

installed wind power capacity reached 371.335 

GW, so wind power capacity had accounted 

for around 4% of the world’s electricity supply. 

In 2014, China continued to lead the global 

wind power market, the newly installed wind 

power capacity accounted for 45.2% of that of 

world, and the cumulative installed wind power 

capacity accounted for 31% of that of world. 

In 2014, the most newly installed wind power 

capacity region was Asia, 26.161GW, followed 

by the Europe 12.820GW. In addition, the 

wind power markets of Africa, North America 

and Australia have also shown slow growth. 

According to preliminary statistics, the first half 

of 2015 global wind power installed capacity is 

close to 20 GW, more than 10 % bigger than 

in 2014. In a recent report 2015 World Energy 

Outlook released by the International Energy 

Agency (IEA), known for its underestimation 

of renewable energies, shows that by 2030 

renewable energy will become the world’s most 

major power generation. The IEA predicts its 

proportion of the world’s total power generating 

capacity to increase up to 33% - all past 

IEA predictions have been exceeded by far. 

Therefore, the future of wind power market will 

continue to maintain growth momentum.

Climate change has been a threat to public 

health, happiness and security. Actively respond 

to climate change, get a significant reduction 

in greenhouse gas emissions, and promote 

the development of low-carbon energy has 

become a national policy of different national 

governments. In November of 2014, the 

governments of China and U.S. reached an 

agreement on achieving the goal of carbon 

emission peak value by 2030. G7 summit of 

this year proposed by 2050, global greenhouse 

gas emissions will be reduced by about 70% 

and a full decarburization to be achieved by 

end of the century; by the end of 21st century 

global economy will achieve the two goals of 

carbonization. At present, the global greenhouse 

gas emissions mainly come from energy 

production and utilization, accounting for about 

2/3, therefore, in order to achieve the goal of 

greenhouse gas emissions, we must change 

the current energy structure, the important sign 

of the reform is to achieve a high proportion of 

renewable energy development, and gradually 

form a renewable energy-oriented, multiple, 

low-carbon and safe energy system. The United 

States and Germany proposed that by 2050 

80% electricity will come from renewable energy, 

France and Australia also proposed that by 

2050 100% electricity will come from renewable 

energy, Israel proposed by 2040, renewable 

energy in the proportion of the energy structure 

reached 80% or more, Saudi Arabia will get rid 

of the dependence on fossil energy in 2040. 

China put forward in a study report about high 

proportion of renewable energy development 

situation and path that the proportion of 

renewable energy will reach 62%.

High proportion of renewable energy 

development will get rid of fossil energy 

dependence step by step, which has become 

the basic mode of future energy supply and 

consumption, high proportion of renewable 

energy development will further promote the 

global economic and social development, 

promote new industries, promote energy 

technology progress, expand employment, 

and achieve harmony between humankind, 

humankind and nature, humankind and society, 

build a beautiful earth, it is the dream of all 

human beings.

At present, global renewable energy in the 

process of sustainable development is still facing 

many constraints, which needs all countries 

to work together to cope with. To this end, 

the World Wind Energy Association made the 

following suggestions:

1. High proportion of renewable energy 

development requires international community to 

build a scientific renewable energy development 

strategy planning and objective, also on 

the basis of a signed global climate change 

agreement. Governments should have a stable 

policy environment and regulations supporting, 

increase investment in renewable energy and 

promote energy transformation.

2. Wind energy will be an important part of high 

proportion of renewable energy development. 

Wind energy utilization requires sophisticated 

system engineering, and it will be integrated into 

the whole energy system to plan and implement, 

and wind energy should have synergetic 

development with other renewable energy. We 

should adapt to the development of a new 

round of industrial revolution, making full use of 

information technology to explore new business 

models and market mechanisms, improving 

energy efficiency, and reducing the cost of 

power generation.

3. Wind energy has no borders. Utilizing wind 

power and protecting the earth is the common 

goal of all mankind. Governments have the 

responsibility to raise public awareness of 

renewable energy utilization. Wind energy 

has no borders, we should make sure the 

role of non-governmental organizations in 

various countries are given full play,  and use 

the established exchange platform and the 

cooperation agreement between governments 

to further strengthen international cooperation 

and exchanges, especially developed countries 

should actively support the technological 

progress and capacity building in developing 

countries. While focusing on the development 

of large-scale renewable energy, we also need 

to address the needs of poor areas to develop 

distributed and small and medium renewable 

energy systems, expand renewable energy 

investment projects and achieve win-win 

cooperation.

Acknowledgements: I would like to give my 

sincere thanks to IEA, WWEA,  and CWEA for 

their help with this article. 

INSIGHTS ON WIND ENERGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
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ENERGIES 2050: TOGETHER FOR  
A SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FUTURE

Stéphane POUFFARY works in the 

international cooperation field since more 

than 25 years. He is the Chief Executive 

Officer and Founder Honorary President of 

ENERGIES 2050.

As media feed us every day with new 

alarming figures about the situation around 

the world, it becomes clear that our 

societies are facing an unprecedented crisis, 

challenging us collectively on our current 

development model. In this context, issues 

of population growth, urbanization, depletion 

of natural resources, societal wellness, 

climate change, poverty eradication, etc., 

take on a new dimension. At the heart of 

these challenges, the need for rethinking 

our current energy system can no longer be 

ignored. Our consumption and production 

models, based on an unbridled energy 

consumption and relying mainly on fossil 

fuels, are responsible for a number of 

economic and social imbalances as well 

as environmental impacts, which only grow 

stronger with the increasing energy demand 

Many changes should be implemented in 

order to overcome this situation, and urgent 

action is needed. The transition to be applied 

must be global and combine three essential 

and inextricably linked pillars, namely energy 

sobriety, energy efficiency and use of 

renewable energy sources. Nothing could 

be worse than giving in to the apparent 

fatalities. Thus, no potential failure should 

even be considered. The challenges are big 

but opportunities are even bigger, and all 

together, we can move collectively towards a 

model of development that is consistent with 

the limitations of our small planet’s resources, 

ensuring the welfare of all. 

It is with this vision that ENERGIES 2050 was 

created and to this end that our team is working 

every day, in France and in over fifty countries, 

in order to build together a sustainable future. 

An informal network since 2007 and later an 

international non-governmental and non-profit 

organization since 2011, ENERGIES 2050 

is committed to demonstrate that our wrong 

trajectories of development can be fixed.

The Great Transition concept is at the heart of 

ENERGIES 2050’s activities. Great Transition 

means a shift towards a more humane, 

plural and united society, bringing peace and 

respecting the common goods of humanity. 

ENERGIES 2050’s activities are organized 

around five complementary pillars:

• Implementation of demonstrative and 

replicable projects, accompanied by technical 

studies and research in order to provide an 

evidence base for innovative approaches;

• Organizing and participating in workshops, 

round tables and conferences, to maximize 

opportunities for debate and experience-sharing;

• Publishing research and project results, to 

bring together and share knowledge;

• Education, training and capacity-building so 

that everyone can have the information and 

knowledge necessary to act;

• Communicating to a large audience in 

order to inform, inspire and mobilize.

ENERGIES 2050’s actions and research 

simultaneously take place at local level – 

as the anchorage point for implementing 

and testing new approaches –  and global 

level, since the idea is to share and spread 

successful experiences while learning from 

mistakes.

2015 is an important year in our collective 

history, especially with the adoption 

of the Post-2015 Agenda and the 

Sustainable Development Goals, also 

with the international climate agreement 

that must be adopted in Paris in the 

end of the year during COP21, the 21st 

Conference of the Parties to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. In this context, ENERGIES 2050 

wants to be a source of inspiration and has 

therefore initiated, or is involved in, several 

international initiatives where energy is a 

cornerstone, including:

- The Francophonie’s Initiative for 

Sustainable Cities, cofounded by 

ENERGIES 2050 and the Institut de la 

Francophonie pour le Développement 

Durable (IFDD, subsidiary organ of 

the Organisation Internationale de la 

Francophonie, which gathers 80 states and 

governments). The Initiative aims to provide 

cities with a range of solutions that they can 

apply and adapt according to their priorities 

and context, as part of a systemic approach 

and long-term vision. As an example of 

concrete action, a module “Training on 

the challenges of energy transition for 

professionals of the construction and 

building sector and urban planning” is 

being delivered since 2011 throughout 14 

African countries in partnership with the 

African School of Architecture and Urban 

Professions (EAMAU).

- ethiCarbon®, a global carbon initiative 

created by ENERGIES 2050, provides a 

comprehensive and ethical approach to 

reducing GHG emissions through carbon 

offset projects that are combined with social 

solidarity and development activities aiming 

to engage everyone in a long term vision. 

The ethiCarbon® initiative is designed for 

all types of stakeholders willing to limit their 

Energy: at the forefront of our common future. Transforming  
constraints into opportunities
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climate, social and environmental impacts. The 

innovation of ethiCarbon® lays in the willingness to 

create a personal link between the “offsetters” and 

the beneficiaries of carbon solidarity projects. The 

aim is to encourage the “real concern – real care” 

concept, which is at the core of the much needed 

long-term behavioral changes.

- Shake Your Earth, an annual worldwide citizen 

mobilisation, which involves the participation of civil 

society organisations in many places across the 

world, on the same day and on an identical theme. 

The goal is that any citizen, wherever he or she 

lives, can take ownership of a global issue whilst 

considering the local implications for their daily life. 

For the 4th Edition of the Shake Your Earth initiative, 

ENERGIES 2050 has launched an international 

citizen contest on the topic “My climate today, my 

climate in 20 years, and me?”

The 2015 Paris Climate Conference (COP21) will be 

a particularly important momentum in our collective 

history. In order to support the implication of all within 

this major event, ENERGIES 2050 is implementing 

several activities, such as the elaboration of a 

Negotiations guide for official delegates, and another 

one dedicated to citizens; capacity building on the 

negotiations process towards African countries; 

technical support to developing countries in the 

elaboration of their INDCs ; etc.

ENERGIES 2050 will be present at the COP21 

and associated events, and invites its partners and 

key stakeholders to take part in our conferences, 

exhibitions and other activities that will contribute to 

demonstrate the numerous opportunities for action 

and lead the way towards concrete accomplishments.

ENERGIES 2050 will be part of the change. The 

energy issue must be part of the big deal. Time is not 

to advocate anymore but to demonstrate evidence 

and to scale-up inspired projects.

Do not hesitate to join us! 

Contact Information 

ENERGIES 2050 

688, chemin du Plan 

06410 BIOT 

FRANCE 

contact@energies2050.org 

www.energies2050.org
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BRIGHT SPOTS FOR 
NUCLEAR ENERGY
 Agneta Rising, General Director, Word Nuclear Association 
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Dear Participants and Guests of the 

AtomExpo Forum, 

By working together with governments and experts to 

improve economics and public acceptance, the industry can 

achieve a future where nuclear energy plays a greatly expanded 

role in supplying reliable, affordable and clean energy.

There are many bright spots for nuclear energy globally – the 

recent acceleration of nuclear construction in China is to be 

applauded, as is the apparent opening up of the Indian market. 

Reactor new build is at a global high not seen in two decades, 

and a range of countries actively work towards establishing 

their nuclear program – such as Turkey, which has just broken 

ground on its first nuclear power plant.

However in other parts of the world the energy landscape 

is changing rapidly, bringing with it uncertainty. Renewables 

continue to get cheaper and, aided by generous support 

arrangements, they often undermine the viability of existing 

generating assets. “Breakthroughs” in areas, such as home 

energy storage systems and smart meters, lead to a re-

examining of the need for baseload power like nuclear.  In many 

countries the nuclear industry faces profound challenges – both 

economic and especially political in nature.

Does the nuclear industry respond to this new reality as threat 

or an opportunity? What are the innovations and undertakings 

that will position us to advantage in the new environment, and 

how soon can we expect to see them?

The secretariat I lead at the World Nuclear Association 

continues its work to realise opportunities at the international 

level. We have strengthened our relationship with key 

energy and policy bodies and now regularly take part in their 

discourses. We work to make progress on the technical and 

legal barriers which have long held industry back, such as 

licensing and radiation standards.

So yes, there are many challenges, but there are also many 

opportunities facing the nuclear industry today. If industry 

gets its priorities right, we can expect nuclear energy 

to play a more important role in the future low-carbon 

generating mix. 

Taken from Agneta Risings remarks at the Atom Expo Forum, 

Mexico June 2015
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SEVEN PRIORITIES 
FOR GLOBAL ENERGY 
GOVERNANCE

Christoph Frei, Secretary General  

World Energy Council

In the face of greenhouse gas emissions, global climate 

change, ecological and environmental damage and 

energy consumption growth, energy transformation has 

become a matter closely linked with each country and 

humankind of the earth. The world is in a new era of 

energy transformation. The basic feature of the energy 

transformation is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

develop high proportion of renewable energy and improve 

energy efficiency, of which high proportion of renewable 

energy development is an important symbol of this energy 

transformation, while wind, solar, biomass and other 

renewable energy will play an important role in energy 

transformation. 

In 2014, the global wind power market started to climb up, the newly installed 

wind power capacity reached 52.52 GW, and the cumulative installed wind 

power capacity reached 371.335 GW, so wind power capacity had accounted 

for around 4% of the world’s electricity supply. In 2014, China continued to 

lead the global wind power market, the newly installed wind power capacity 

accounted for 45.2% of that of world, and the cumulative installed wind power 

capacity accounted for 31% of that of world. In 2014, the most newly installed 

wind power capacity region was Asia, 26.161GW, followed by the Europe 

12.820GW. In addition, the wind power markets of Africa, North America and 

Australia have also shown slow growth. According to preliminary statistics, the 

first half of 2015 global wind power installed capacity is close to 20 GW, more 

than 10 % bigger than in 2014. In a recent report 2015 World Energy Outlook 

released by the International Energy Agency (IEA), known for its underestimation 

of renewable energies, shows that by 2030 renewable energy will become the 

world’s most major power generation. The IEA predicts its proportion of the 

world’s total power generating capacity to increase up to 33% - all past IEA 

predictions have been exceeded by far. Therefore, the future of wind power 

market will continue to maintain growth momentum.

Climate change has been a threat to public health, happiness and security. 

Actively respond to climate change, get a significant reduction in greenhouse gas 

emissions, and promote the development of low-carbon energy has become 

a national policy of different national governments. In November of 2014, the 

governments of China and U.S. reached an agreement on achieving the goal 

of carbon emission peak value by 2030. G7 summit of this year proposed by 

2050, global greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced by about 70% and a full 

decarburization to be achieved by end of the century; by the end of 21st century 

global economy will achieve the two goals of carbonization. At present, the global 

greenhouse gas emissions mainly come from energy production and utilization, 

accounting for about 2/3, therefore, in order to achieve the goal of greenhouse 

gas emissions, we must change the current energy structure, the important sign 

of the reform is to achieve a high proportion of renewable energy development, 

and gradually form a renewable energy-oriented, multiple, low-carbon and safe 

energy system. The United States and Germany proposed that by 2050 80% 

electricity will come from renewable energy, France and Australia also proposed 

that by 2050 100% electricity will come from renewable energy, Israel proposed 

by 2040, renewable energy in the proportion of the energy structure reached 

80% or more, Saudi Arabia will get rid of the dependence on fossil energy in 

2040. China put forward in a study report about high proportion of renewable 

energy development situation and path that the proportion of renewable energy 

will reach 62%.

High proportion of renewable energy development will get rid of fossil energy 

dependence step by step, which has become the basic mode of future energy 

supply and consumption, high proportion of renewable energy development 

will further promote the global economic and social development, promote new 

industries, promote energy technology progress, expand employment, and 

achieve harmony between humankind, humankind and nature, humankind and 

society, build a beautiful earth, it is the dream of all human beings.

At present, global renewable energy in the process of sustainable development is still 

facing many constraints, which needs all countries to work together to cope with. To 

this end, the World Wind Energy Association made the following suggestions:
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1. High proportion of renewable energy 

development requires international 

community to build a scientific renewable 

energy development strategy planning 

and objective, also on the basis of a 

signed global climate change agreement. 

Governments should have a stable policy 

environment and regulations supporting, 

increase investment in renewable energy 

and promote energy transformation.

2. Wind energy will be an important part 

of high proportion of renewable energy 

development. Wind energy utilization 

requires sophisticated system engineering, 

and it will be integrated into the whole 

energy system to plan and implement, 

and wind energy should have synergetic 

development with other renewable energy. 

We should adapt to the development 

of a new round of industrial revolution, 

making full use of information technology to 

explore new business models and market 

mechanisms, improving energy efficiency, 

and reducing the cost of power generation.

3. Wind energy has no borders. Utilizing wind 

power and protecting the earth is the common goal 

of all mankind. Governments have the responsibility 

to raise public awareness of renewable energy 

utilization. Wind energy has no borders, we 

should make sure the role of non-governmental 

organizations in various countries are given full play,  

and use the established exchange platform and 

the cooperation agreement between governments 

to further strengthen international cooperation 

and exchanges, especially developed countries 

should actively support the technological progress 

and capacity building in developing countries. 

While focusing on the development of large-scale 

renewable energy, we also need to address the 

needs of poor areas to develop distributed and 

small and medium renewable energy systems, 

expand renewable energy investment projects and 

achieve win-win cooperation. 
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Your Excellency, President 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 

President of the Republic of 

Turkey. Honourable Ministers, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen. Good morning!

I want to thank President Erdogan for his 

strong commitment in addressing the major 

development challenges facing Africa today. 

Since becoming Prime Minister in 2003 and 

now under his Presidency, Turkey’s foreign direct 

investment in Africa has increased by more than 

20 times. Turkey has opened new embassies in 

African countries, deepening its footprint on the 

continent. Turkish bilateral trade with Africa is up 

tenfold since the turn of the century.

Turkey’s Presidency of the G20 provides another 

unique opportunity to support the actualization 

of sustainable and inclusive development for 

Africa. I want to thank Turkey for its vision and 

leadership in having chosen energy access in 

Sub-Saharan Africa as a focus theme for the 

G20. The G20 Action Plan will further boost 

efforts to ensure affordable, reliable, and 

sustainable access to power in Africa.

I arrived here yesterday evening from the UN 

General Assembly meetings in New York, where 

the global community approved the Sustainable 

Development Goals. It is the dawn of a new era 

for the world: one where, more than ever before, 

we must reach out across the global commons 

to solve problems and unlock opportunities. Our 

world will be a better place, if we achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals. And nowhere 

is the urgency of the need to achieve the goals 

more than in Africa. Africa cannot sustain 

poverty. The over 400 million Africans living in 

poverty must see a new dawn of change. They 

must be lifted out of poverty.

The African Development Bank is ready, 

willing, and eager to serve as the institution of 

choice for helping to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals in Africa. The African 

Development Bank will provide support to 

African countries to reach or even exceed the 

targets set out in the SDGs. We will mobilize the 

financing and the knowledge resources to turn 

the SDGs from vision to reality.

While each of the 17 goals is important for 

improving the lives of people around the world, 

none is more important for Africa than SDG 7: 

Energy. Today, over 600 million Africans do not 

have access to electricity. Energy is the engine 

that powers economies. Without it, Africa 

cannot industrialize. Our factories lie idle for lack 

of power. The private sector is crippled, without 

the ability to operate effectively or competitively. 

Production remains stunted.

Without power, the problem of massive 

unemployment in Africa will not be solved. 

Africa’s youth should not be migrating, at great 

risks, to Europe. But without power, we cannot 

create jobs and opportunities for them at home.

Africa today has 11 terawatts potential of solar 

energy. It has 320 gigawatts potential of hydro 

energy. It has 110 gigawatts potential of wind 

energy. And it has 15 gigawatts potential of 

geothermal energy. Africa cannot stand by with 

such massive energy resources and yet be 

known for the darkness, not the brightness, of 

its cities and rural areas.

The continent may be blessed with almost 

limitless potential for solar, wind, hydropower 

and geothermal energy 4 resources, but 

potential does not power our small businesses 

and our industries. Potential does not light our 

schools and homes. Potential cannot save the 

600,000 people – mainly women and children – 

who die every year from pollution because they 

don’t have access to clean cooking energy.

We must unlock Africa’s energy potential – 

both conventional and renewable. Our bright 

sunshine should not only nourish our crops, 

it must power our homes. Our vast water 

resources should do more than provide us 

much needed drinking water: they must power 

our industries.

This is why the African Development Bank led 

the development and financing of the Lake 

Turkana Wind Power project, the largest wind 

farm in Sub-Saharan Africa that will provide 300 

megawatts of clean power to Kenya’s national 

electricity grid. This is an excellent example 

of how we can unlock the renewable energy 

potential in Africa. We need more projects like 

this, and the African Development Bank is 

uniquely positioned to identify, package and 

finance them.

There is no doubt that Africa has an opportunity 

to lead a renewable energy revolution by 

effectively harnessing the resources at our 

fingertips. But as we work towards this 

revolution, we must also be practical, responsibly 

harnessing conventional energy resources like 

natural gas and coal to meet the vast energy 

needs of our continent. It is critical that we 

reach the right energy mix for Africa, so that we 

can fuel industrialization that is so desperately 

needed.

We must take bold steps, think differently and 

act with a greater sense of urgency. In majority 

of African countries, over 90% of the primary 

schools do not have electricity. I read recently of 

the determination of young primary school kids 

in the town of Bo, in Sierra Leone, who queue 

up for hours, around one lightbulb of a generous 

neighbour, to do their homework throughout the 

night. In other countries, the streetlights have 

become the congregation point of children, not 

to play, but to learn.

Yet in the USA, young African kids such as 

Saheela Ibraheem got admitted to Harvard 

University at the age of 15, entering the list 

of the “World’s Smartest Teenagers”. Young 

high school student Kwasi Enin, the son of a 

Ghanaian immigrant to the US, set a record 

for being granted admission to all the eight Ivy 

League universities in the US. Thedifference 

between them and those kids in the town of Bo, 

is all about opportunities to learn.

We must make access to electricity a democratic 

human right. We must rise up and do all it takes 

to ensure that all primary and secondary schools 

in Africa have access to electricity. The African 

Development Bank stands ready to work with the 

G20 and other partners to make this happen, to 

unlock learning opportunities, raise achievement 

in schools, reduce school dropout rates and 

securing a brighter future for Africa

INCLUSIVE ENERGY COLLABORATIOAN: 
DELIVERING ON THE G20 ENERGY PRINCIPLES
Akinwumi A. Adesina President of the African Development Bank’s speech at the G20 Energy Ministers Meeting on 

“Inclusive Energy Collaboration: Delivering on the G20 Energy Principles

October 2, 2015 Istanbul, Turkey
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Africa is simply tired of being in the dark. That 

is why the African Development Bank has 

launched a New Deal for Energy in Africa, to 

fast-track universal access to power by 2025: 

lighting up and powering Africa in 10 years, not 

50 years.

The African Development Bank will significantly 

raise its level of investment in the energy sector. 

We will look at different ways of delivering 

energy: grid, mini-grid, and offgrid systems. 

The African Development Bank will launch a 

Bottom of the Pyramid Energy Financing Facility 

for Africa to ensure that inequality of access 

to energy is addressed, especially for millions 

of energy-poor households in rural areas. For 

them, the cost of the last mile of connection to 

national grids is expensive – and will take time. 

Today, the revolution on off-grid and mini-grid 

systems provides a unique opportunity to short-

circuit their access to affordable energy.

Just like it occurred in the mobile phone 

revolution that swept across Africa – making 

Africa the leader in the world in terms of mobile 

phone ownership – we are at the cusp of yet 

another revolution: clean energy revolution from 

renewable energy delivered via decentralized 

energy systems. We must bring energy closer to 

people and we must ensure that it is affordable. 

To do so, we must take full advantage of 

innovations such as smart grid and smart 

metering technologies.

We will work hand in hand with our partners 

– including the G20, the African Union, the 

Economic Commission for Africa, and others 

to increase both the level of aspiration and the 

level of investment in the energy sector. We will 

build on the successes of key initiatives such 

as President Obama’s Power Africa Initiative, 

ensuring that we are harnessing our collective 

efforts to tackle this critical challenge. As host 

of the SE4All Africa Hub in partnership with the 

African Union, the New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development (NEPAD) and the United Nations 

Development 7 Programme (UNDP), the African 

Development Bank is ready to do even more.

The African Development Bank is playing a key 

role in the Africa Renewable Energy initiative, 

being supported by the G7, which aims at 

accelerating access to renewable energy in 

Africa and reducing energy poverty. This initiative 

was endorsed last week by the Committee 

of African Heads of State on Climate Change 

and will be an important contribution of Africa 

at COP21 in Paris in December. We therefore 

look forward to the support of the G20 and to 

realizing the synergies with the G20 Action Plan.

Unlocking Africa’s energy potential requires that 

we coordinate better and deliver faster – and at 

scale. We must not dissipate our efforts. To that 

end, the African Development Bank, in alliance 

with all the major actors in the energy space 

in Africa, will be launching a Transformative 

Partnership on Energy for Africa.

Together, we must now substantially raise our 

aspirations and financing for energy in Africa. 

We mustmobilize, more than ever before, a 

strong commitment by African governments 

to devote a greater share of their GDP to the 

energy sector. Our greater aspirations will need 

to be matched by greater aspirations from 

governments. We must work collectively with 

African governments to address fundamental 

reforms of the energy sector, especially on 

appropriate pricing for energy, reforms of energy 

subsidies, restructuring of power utilities and 

policy, legal and regulatory environment to 

improve incentives for greater private sector 

investments in the energy sector. And we must 

mobilize strong  political will – within and outside 

of Africa – to solve the energy problem facing 

Africa.

There is no doubt that a lot of financing will be 

needed. Together, we must close the $55 billion 

financing gap for energy in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

And we must raise our level of commitment to 

meet the $22 billion needed to support universal 

access to energy in the region.

These numbers should not throw us off. Africa 

and the global community have what it takes 

to meet this challenge. Domestic resource 

mobilization holds the key. If Africa only uses 

10% of the total amount of $500 billion in 

tax revenues collected every year on energy, 

we can solve the problem. If Africa ends the 

$60 billion in the illicit capital flows out of the 

continent, we will solve the problem. And if the 

developed countries meet their commitments 

to devote 0.7% of their Gross National Income 

to development assistance, which will generate 

$168 billion, we will solve the problem.

This is why the strong commitment by the G20 

to supporting Africa on energy access is highly 

commendable. I congratulate the G20 Energy 

Ministers for their commitment to the continent. 

The children in the town of Bo and all across 

Africa will remember your efforts.

And let me specially congratulate China on its 

upcoming Presidency of the G20. The African 

Development Bank stands fully ready to work 

with the G20 for the success of this initiative. 

Working together with the Transformative 

Partnership on Energy for Africa, we will 

leverage greater resources and secure greater 

commitments by the governments for action. 

Resolving Africa’s energy challenge will be the  

greatest success for COP21. It is critical that 

COP21 is a huge success, and it is my hope 

that we can band together and work together 

to be able to significantly leverage our collective 

efforts for impact in Africa.

Not having energy is not an option for Africa. I 

am absolutely convinced that working together 

we can solve this problem. Starting now.

Let us light up and power Africa! Thank 

you very much.
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HUMAN AND FINANCIAL CAPITAL 
SUPPORT TO A FRAGILE STATE: ENABLING 
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF BUSINESSES

Fragile and conflict affected states pose a unique set of challenges 

to socio- economic development. These may include lack of (i) 

human and natural resource management, (ii) inclusive growth and (iii) 

government’s capacity to provide public and other basic services. Post 

the election conflict, the government of Cote d’Ivoire adopted a National 

Development Plan, in which four key areas were outlined for investment 

and innovation, including energy and industry development. 

In response to government’s call, human capital development organisation - African 

Management Services Company (AMSCO)  provided management and skilling solutions 

to GEMA Construct, a local company that provides provide turnkey projects to the oil and 

gas, mining, agro processing and logistics sectors. AMSCO recognises that increasing 

investments in such areas lays the foundation for further development and increases 

opportunities for businesses to thrive.

AMSCO supports Conflict Affected/Fragile States through partnerships with governments 

and private sector representative organisations. Interventions are targeted at job creation, 

support to the informal sectors and skills development for the unskilled and semi-skilled. 

AMSCO assisted GEMA to achieve its aim of designing and executing industrial and 

commercial projects in Cote d’Ivoire and the sub regional countries as well as successfully 

implement their corporate business plan. This involved the secondment of four professional 

managers in the areas of President and Managing Director, Foundry Production Director, 

“In 2014 AMSCO placed 
321 managers in 213 
client companies. 80% 
of the companies were 
SMEs. 121,861 jobs were 
supported. AMSCO 
provided training to a total 
of 3,447 people. Taxes paid 
by the AMSCO supported 
companies to African 
Governments amounted to 
US$229 million.”
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Deputy Managing Director and Foundry and Hydraulic Villages Director.

The AMSCO Managers’ assignments were to define the policy and 

strategic direction of the company, identify new markets and to implement 

engineering and quality control among others. They were also expected 

to lead and contribute to training and development programmes and 

effectively train successors to take over their responsibilities at the end of 

their contracts.

Through the support of the African Training and Management Services 

(ATMS) Foundation - a foundation that provides support on behalf of 

donor agencies to qualifying Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 

in the AMSCO portfolio - GEMA’s training costs were subsidised with 

US$43,978. 

Integrating management and skilling solutions with financial and 

continuous advisory aided the success required.

The team of managers set up an industrial construction unit in Cote 

d’Ivoire offering professional and technical services to the agro-industrial, 

logistics, oil, gas and mining sectors, which are pillars of the national 

economy. 

Following a general decline in business due to the 2011 post-election 

war, the managers embarked on a drive to expand GEMA’s activities 

at national, sub-regional and international levels, including the Congo 

Brazzaville.

Development impact emanating from balancing human and financial 

impact resulted in the following:

• GEMA won international tenders in Congo Brazzaville to build 2 gas 

terminals in the country

• There was construction of another gas terminal in Cote d’Ivoire

• Expansion within the sub-region of Africa with the opening of a branch 

in Congo

• Delattre Levivier Morocco, a leader in heavy metal construction in 

Morocco has acquired 51% of the shares of GEMA and by this will  

bring its expertise to GEMA Construct and facilitate the company 

expansion plan

• 12 Ivorian youth were recruited under the World Bank programme

• Several training programmes were implemented and have resulted in the 

improvement and development of staff skills 

• Under the President’s Emergency Programme for the rehabilitation of 

1,045 village wells in Cote d’Ivoire, five staff from GEMA were designated 

and trained in order to ensure the rehabilitation and supply of parts to the 

programme. The project was successfully achieved

Over the years, considerable strategic and technical contributions have 

been made to guarantee GEMA’s business success. AMSCO is confident 

that GEMA Construct will continue to register further growth and success.

AMSCO’s integrated service offerings of Recruitment, Expatriate 

Management, Training & Development and Development & Advisory 

Solutions enable systemic growth of sub-Saharan Africa businesses in 

multiple sectors. 

AMSCO works to identify human capital bottlenecks to enterprise and 

industry growth with the ultimate goal of assisting companies to be 

globally competitive, profitable and sustainable. The AMSCO footprint 

covers Anglophone, Francophone and Lusophone countries.  
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TO DO BETTER, WE MUST 
DO DIFFERENTLY
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s Remarks at Summit for the Adoption of the 

Post-2015 Development Agenda, General Assembly, 25 September 2015

We have reached a defining 

moment in human history.  

The people of the world have 

asked us to shine a light on a 

future of promise and opportunity. 

 
Member States have responded with the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The new agenda is a promise by leaders 

to all people everywhere.  It is a universal, 

integrated and transformative vision for a 

better world.  It is an agenda for people, 

to end poverty in all its forms.  An agenda 

for the planet, our common home.  An 

agenda for shared prosperity, peace and 

partnership.

It conveys the urgency of climate action.  It 

is rooted in gender equality and respect 

for the rights of all.  Above all, it pledges to 

leave no one behind.

The true test of commitment to Agenda 

2030 will be implementation.  We need 

action from everyone, everywhere. 

Seventeen Sustainable Development 

Goals are our guide.  They are a to-do 

list for people and planet, and a blueprint 

for success. To achieve these new global 

goals, we will need your high-level political 

commitment.  We will need a renewed 

global partnership.

The Millennium Development Goals showed 

what is possible when we work together.  

The Addis Ababa Action Agenda has given 

us a solid financing framework.  Let us build 

on these foundations.

To do better, we must do differently.  The 

2030 Agenda compels us to look beyond 

national boundaries and short-term interests 

and act in solidarity for the long-term.  We 

can no longer afford to think and work in 

silos.  Institutions will have to become fit for 

purpose, a grand new purpose.

The United Nations system is strongly 

committed to supporting Member States 

in this great new endeavour.  We need to 

start the new era on the right foot.  I call on 

all governments to adopt a robust universal 

climate agreement in Paris in December.

I am encouraged that several countries are 

already working to incorporate the 2030 

Agenda into their national development 

strategies.  But no-one can succeed 

working alone.  We must engage all actors, 

as we did in shaping the Agenda.  We must 

include parliaments and local governments, 

and work with cities and rural areas.  We 

must rally businesses and entrepreneurs.  

We must involve civil society in defining and 

implementing policies – and give it the space 

to hold us to account.  We must listen to 

scientists and academia.  We will need to 

embrace a data revolution.

Most important, we must set to work – now.

Seventy years ago, the United Nations rose 

from the ashes of war.  Governments agreed 

on a visionary Charter dedicated to ‘We the 

Peoples’.  

The Agenda you are adopting today 

advances the goals of the Charter.  It 

embodies the aspirations of people 

everywhere for lives of peace, security and 

dignity on a healthy planet.  Let us today 

pledge to light the path to this transformative 

vision.

I count on your strong leadership and 

commitment.

Thank you.
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I am among those who believe that 

another world is possible.

Nevertheless, I am also among those who 

believe that misery, and consequently hunger, 

are our collective shame, that climate change, 

mass migration, religious wars and conflicts 

that multiply are the great challenges of 

humanity and that only the junction of an 

organized, convinced, active and nonconformist 

civil society, and ethical and with human 

responsibility companies and governments, 

will be able to face these obstacles with will, 

sensitivity, determination and responsibility.

The Hunger and Food Waste persistent in the 

world today form an absurd and intolerable 

nonsense.

According to the World Food Programme, there 

are currently 842 million people who do not 

have enough to eat, that is, 1 in 9 people in the 

world is starving.

Soon, 2030 will be here and the world may have 

to face a deep global food crisis.

With climate change as a scary background, 

whatever we may do today, the effects of 

global warming due to massive CO2 emissions 

and destruction of the ozone layer are already 

inevitable for the next 20 or 30 years.

The essential positive decisions that might be 

taken today, such as the significant reduction 

of emission of gases with greenhouse effect 

(and I fear that the incompetent and weak 

global governance still remains a prisoner or 

subservient of very powerful interests and 

lobbies for oil companies and other polluting 

energy sources - coal, shale, bituminous ...), 

shall only be effective in 20, 30 or even 40 years!

It is, therefore of a new civilizational paradigm 

that our world urgently needs!

In the new paradigms, that will eventually 

impose themselves, one way or another, 

Humanism, Sensitivity, Knowledge, Intelligence 

and Common Sense must prevail. This is 

about assuring Global Survival and preventing 

genocide with Dantesque dimensions. One 

thing is certain: our planet cannot stand that 

all its inhabitants live in the standard of living 

and consumption of the West! In short, our 

ecological footprint is unsustainable.

Each year that passes without a determined 

and, if possible, decisive global action, 

decreases the chance of success to reverse 

the current and negative trends, continuing 

underdevelopment as a huge challenge/threat 

to peace, to which also contributes the drama 

of illegal migration south/north and east/west 

across the Sahara and the Mediterranean that 

culminates in real tragedies day after day.

This calamity was not the first and will not, 

unfortunately, be the last as long as the 

international community does not show a real 

will to deal with this problem and there is no 

political courage, vision and determination to 

stop the conflicts in Africa and in the Middle 

East and to conduct a real development plan in 

these regions to ensure urgently to  

its inhabitants a sustainable future and a 

renewed hope.

Migration is a basic human right. People only 

emigrate from their country, leaving everything 

behind, when they don’t have an alternative, 

either for economic, security and, very soon, 

climate reasons.

With about 50 million refugees and 

displaced persons in the world, and with the 

aforementioned climate change, which will 

cause many more tens of millions of refugees 

and displaced persons, the migration movement 

will take a breadth never seen before.

ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE
Fernando de La Vieter Nobre, MD, PHD. Founder and President of AMI 

Foundation (Portuguese NGO) Professor of Humanitarian Medicine at the 

Medical School of the University of Lisbon, General Surgeon and Urologist, 

has conducted over 250 humanitarian missions and visited over 180 countries

“There are currently 842 
million people who do 
not have enough to eat, 
that is, 1 in 9 people in 
the world is starving.”
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It is urgent to establish an effective intercultural 

and religious dialogue, to create bridges of 

dialogue that lead to knowledge and acceptance 

of others in their legitimate diversity.

The Future of Mankind belongs to us. It is up to 

us, citizens, if we are determined and perhaps 

motivated, to print a decisive qualitative leap 

in our collective destiny, making our utopias of 

today the realities of tomorrow.

Civil society can, should and must demand and 

obtain as soon as possible, an end to poverty, the 

great wars and corruption and an effective and 

most urgent fight against climate change and its 

already frightening consequences! It is urgent and 

necessary that the next 15 years may consolidate 

and complete the work begun with the Millennium 

Development Goals in 2000. This is the last 

opportunity to stop the despair and conflict and 

ipso facto, the massive migration flows that may 

jeopardize the already endangered democracies 

in the West, the Middle East and Asia. And we, 

responsible and participatory civil society, have 

the duty to do everything in our power to make 

our voice heard and to make this wish come true 

by and for human beings like us!

If we don’t do so, it is the future of humanity 

which will soon be in question, 100 to 200  

years from now, and we may and should all be 

accused of not paying assistance to Humanity in 

imminent danger. 

Iraqi Kurdistan by Alfredo Cunha  Bangladesh image by Alfredo Cunha

Niger by Alfredo Cunha

www.ami.org.pt
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ADOPTING THE 
2030 AGENDA

Ladies and Gentlemen,

When I started as High Commissioner ten years ago, there 

were 38 million people in the world displaced by conflict and 

persecution, but UNHCR was helping over a million persons 

return home every year. Global refugee numbers were declining, 

and old wars had recently been laid to rest in Angola, Liberia, Sierra 

Leone and South Sudan to make way for reconstruction and hope. 

Some of my colleagues were even wondering if UNHCR was going to 

have a future in these circumstances.
 

 

But things have taken a turn for the worse. Today, there are more than 60 million refugees, asylum-

seekers and internally displaced persons worldwide as a result of conflict and persecution…

The world has changed in these ten years. There has been meaningful economic growth, the 

number of absolute poor has decreased to a record low as the World Bank announced this 

morning, technological advances have brought many important benefits. But it is also true that 

the world has become more fragile, conflicts have spread in unpredictable ways, and the nature 

Opening remarks at the 66th session 

of the Executive Committee of the 

High Commissioner’s Programme. 

António Guterres, United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Geneva, 5 October 2015
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of conflict has grown highly complex. One of 

the consequences has been a shrinking of 

humanitarian space, which has made the work of 

organizations like UNHCR much more difficult and 

hazardous…

To prevent a new spiral of fragility and instability, 

development actors have to be given more 

flexibility and better tools to act early and quickly, to 

stabilize and to build resilience. To achieve this, we 

need a fundamental review of the strategies and 

policies of bilateral and multilateral development 

cooperation…

For us humanitarians, it is of course essential to 

preserve the autonomy of humanitarian space, 

to enable us to act on behalf of all people who 

require our help, in full respect of the principles of 

independence, neutrality and impartiality. But we 

must also recognize that from the point of view of 

strategic analysis, humanitarian, development and 

security issues are three faces of the same complex 

reality…

UNHCR has been working hard to strengthen 

our partnership with development actors…But 

much remains to be done to bring about the 

culture change that is necessary to facilitate closer 

links between humanitarian and development 

interventions.

There is an opportunity to do this now, as 

governments just agreed on the Sustainable 

Development Goals for the next 15 years. The 

SDGs are an important step forward, although 

they – like most development cooperation policies 

– still do not sufficiently take into account the reality 

that vast parts of the world today are mired in 

conflicts. But the principle of universality, the pledge 

that no one shall be left behind, and the explicit 

recognition that refugees and internally displaced 

people are among the most vulnerable, are a key 

entry point for ensuring the conflict dimension is 

not overlooked in the SDGs. UNHCR will identify 

a number of countries where refugees constitute 

a statistically significant portion of the population, 

and work with national authorities and donors to 

meet the SDGs in a way that includes all population 

groups…

For UNHCR, not leaving anyone behind also means 

achieving a durable solution, allowing refugees to 

restart their lives and be productive members of 

society…

UNHCR has therefore been focusing on new 

approaches, emphasizing comprehensive 

solutions strategies and working with partners and 

governments to strengthen refugees’ resilience 

and self-reliance in the near term and to prepare for 

solutions in the future…for me, there are two more 

aspects that the [World Humanitarian] Summit 

should not ignore. The first is the humanitarian-

development connection, which I have already 

mentioned.

But the second is the imperative of building a more 

inclusive humanitarian system that better reflects 

the universal character of the values guiding our 

work and allows us to join the capacities of all 

humanitarian actors in the response. We have 

to overcome the current situation of different 

organizations from different cultural backgrounds 

sometimes working in parallel without effective 

coordination, which can result in gaps and overlaps 

and only hurts those we are trying to help.

It is obvious that a truly universal humanitarian 

community can never be achieved by translating 

perspectives from one part of the world into a 

“one size fits all” approach. Instead, in order to 

move beyond the essentially Western creation 

that is the present multilateral system and build 

a more universal partnership, we should focus 

on something that is already there but often 

overlooked – our shared basis of humanitarian 

values that spans all cultures. Refugee protection 

is an excellent example that humanitarian values 

are universal but being sometimes expressed 

differently. All major religions embrace the values 

and principles underpinning refugee protection 

– showing compassion and generosity towards 

people in need, sheltering persecuted strangers, 

and even early equivalents of the concept of non-

refoulement…

UNHCR and the humanitarian world will be very 

different twenty years from now. The future will 

be determined by our readiness to change and 

adapt, provided that this change takes 

place within the same framework of 

organizational values – the respect for 

humanitarian principles, human dignity, 

diversity and human rights.
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Due to the 4-year-conflict in Syria, 

thousands of people lost their 

lives and thousands of them were 

injured, millions were displaced 

within their country or had to flee 

to neighboring countries. More 

than 4 million Syrians are currently 

living in neighboring countries and 

thousands of them are now trying 

to cross the border of Europe. 

The number of registered Syrian 

people in Turkey is over 1.9 million; 

with around 258.000 people living 

in the camps under temporary 

protection. Turkish Red Crescent, 

as an auxiliary to the public 

authorities, is providing food and 

psychosocial support in the camps 

and contributing to the Turkish 

Government’s relief activities for 

Syrian people.

Apart from meeting the needs of people living 

in the camps, Turkish Red Crescent has 

broadened relief activities also to meet the 

needs of Syrian people living in the cities as the 

needs and vulnerability of Syrians living in urban 

areas are increasing. Moreover, the population 

of Syrian people living in the cities is bigger and 

it is important to engage in activities such as 

psychosocial support and orientation program 

for Syrian people.

From this point of view, Turkish Red Crescent 

(TRC) initiated the Community Center Project in 

urban areas to provide psychosocial support, 

vocational trainings and referral services to 

Syrian people under temporary protection. First 

community center of TRC has been established 

in Șanlıurfa on 20 January 2015 within the 

scope of the appeal of Turkish Red Crescent 

that was launched in November 9, 2012 by the 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies (IFRC).

Before community centers start to operate in 

a certain region, TRC staff hold consultation 

meetings with the local partners, UN 

organizations and related public institutions.

After meetings and discussions with other 

stakeholders, field researches take place 

to identify the essential needs of the Syrian 

population living in that area and focus group 

meetings have been organized by different 

age groups among beneficiaries. Șanlıurfa has 

been chosen to be the pilot city for Community 

Center Project as the number of Syrians living 

off the camps is quite high and access to 

service off the camps is limited in Șanlıurfa.

The second Community Center in İstanbul, 

has started to operate following Șanlıurfa 

Community Center on August 26, 2015 and 

continues holding its activities since then. 

Moreover, TRC is planning to open 2 more 

community centers in other cities where services 

for Syrians is limited until the end of 2015.

The Community Center Project aims to provide 

services mainly for women and children as they 

are the most vulnerable part of the population in 

crisis and disasters although there are activities 

also for male adults in community centers. 

Within the scope of Community Center Project, 

there are seven main activities;

- Psychosocial Support Services: Psychosocial 

first aid, referral services for clinical cases, group 

RAISING THE HOPES FOR SYRIANS: 
TURKISH RED CRESCENT COMMUNITY
CENTER PROJECT
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therapies, provision of child friendly space for 

children at the age group of 4-18.

- Referral Services: Legal referral services, other 

referral services.

- Training programs and remedial education 

activities: Vocational trainings, language classes, 

seminars (hygienic promotion, protection, first 

aid etc.)

- Health and Nutrition: Basic physical inspection 

for children, assessment for children’s 

malnutrition, dissemination of information among 

mothers for nutritional care in children.

- Social Activities: cultural expeditions in the 

city, harmonization activities with the host 

community.

- Advocacy Activities: Assessment of the 

problems and the needs of Syrians at the local 

level, supporting, complementing the services 

of the government authorities, increasing and 

strengthening the cooperation mechanism 

among the institutions, NGO’s and INGO’s, 

increasing awareness.

- Volunteer Activities: Encouraging the 

participation of Syrian and host communities to 

the activities of the Community Center. 

 

Child Friendly Space in community centers 

provides psychosocial support to children who 

fled from the conflict in their countries. Child 

Friendly Space with the support of UNICEF, 

language and craft courses in cooperation with 

Provincial Directorate of National Education 

and school activities are the main activities of 

children program of Community Center Project.

Within the concept of adult program; language 

classes, vocational trainings, seminars,social 

and cultural events are being organized for 

adults in the centers. Adults participate in 

vocational trainings such as tailoring, hand-craft 

and computer courses in the centers. Syrians 

who attend those courses receive a certificate at 

the end of the courses  

so that they can use the certificates to be 

employed after legislation obstacles are 

overcome. Referral services are also provided in 

the community centers. Referral services include 

case studies and guidance, field researches 

for determination of the needs and for service 

evaluation, providing information about health, 

education, security, registration and legal 

services for Syrians who live in the villages and 

have no access to community center.

Considering the language classes provided in 

the community centers, beneficiaries’ lives are 

being made easier as the knowledge of the 

local language help them both in social life and 

access to the services. In this way, beneficiaries 

feel themselves more as a part of the local 

culture. As far as vocational courses in the 

centers are concerned, it is quite important for 

Syrians to improve their vocational skills and 

learn new activities because vocational training 

has a potential for them to generate income, 

to contribute to economy of the host country 

and also to improve their psychosocial well-

being. Beneficiaries are aware of the fact that 

it has much higher importance to have a talent 

rather than receive a one-time relief item as a 

support from the community centers. Moreover, 

Syrians can spend their time useful in a relaxing 

environment, socialize in a place where no one 

judges them and where their voices are heard.

Community Center Project has been running 

since the beginning of 2015 and it has already 

touched lives of thousands of Syrians in such a 

short time. TRC is aware that Syrians are more 

than just numbers and now part of the local 

host communities. Providing them psychosocial 

support and vocational training are not less 

important than providing food and shelter. 

Apart from her food and non-food items relief 

distribution, TRC wanted to distribute also hope 

and happiness for Syrians during their temporary 

stay in Turkey. TRC hopes that Community 

Center Project will raise awareness and become 

another model implementation in this respect so 

that we can show the true Turkish hospitality to 

those people who count on Turkey and Turkish 

people. 
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We live in an era of 

unprecedented human mobility 

– a period in which more 

people are on the move than ever 

before – more than 1 billion in our 7 

billion world. Of these, 250 million are 

international migrants, and 750 million 

are domestic migrants. International 

migrants have remained constant 

at about 3 percent of the world’s 

population for several decades, 

but numerically, migrants are more 

numerous than ever before. And this 

is because the world’s population 

quadrupled in the last century – a first 

that is unlikely to be repeated.

Demographers tell us that this population boom 

is likely to continue beyond mid-century at which 

time, the world’s population is expected to level out 

at 9 billion. Migration as such will continue to be a 

“mega-trend” of our century…

How then should we respond to or manage the 

realities and challenges that are now before us?

A. First, we must recognize these realities and put 

them in perspective….In addition, Europe must 

avoid institutional paralysis and psychological 

blockage in adjusting from being primarily a 

continent of origin for several centuries only to 

become a continent of destination over the past 

few decades….

New migration policies are clearly called for – or 

what I describe as a “High Road” Scenario. 

Policies have not kept pace with change. A high 

road scenario can include many elements, any 

combination of which will improve our migration 

policies.  These policies must have three objectives:

 

1. Respect the human rights of migrants;

2. Address the root causes and drivers of migration;

MIGRATION IN A WORLD IN DISARRAY

William Lacy Swing, Director 

General, International Organization 

for Migration speaking on 

Migration in a World in Disarray 

- Keynote Speech, Graduate 

Institute Geneva Challenge 2015
Monday, October 12, Geneva
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3. Promotion of safe, orderly mobility.

Concrete examples of such policies might 

include: more legal avenues of migration; more 

resettlement countries and larger resettlement 

quotas; temporary protective status; seasonal 

worker permits; voluntary return (AVRR); 

humanitarian border management; relocation; 

integration; etc.

B. Dialogue and partnerships. Migration involves 

a shared responsibility – between and among 

countries of origin, transit and destination, and 

with the assistance of international organizations, 

NGOs, faith-based organizations, and others. 

There needs to be greater and more regular 

dialogue…

C. Communication. Governments need to 

conduct public information, public education and 

awareness-raising programs and campaigns 

to help the citizenry to understand and prepare 

to manage the realities of human mobility. This 

also involves destroying the stereotypes about 

migrants and to “de-mythologize” migration. 

Some of these stereotypes include: we do not 

need migrants; migrants steal our jobs; migrants 

want to exploit our public services; migrants bring 

diseases and are criminals.

D. Comprehensive Approach. Let us also think 

in terms of migration as a whole – looking at 

migrant labor needs, circular migration, short-term 

acceptance, relocation, and resettlement…

In conclusion, I will leave you with what I see 

as three challenges – challenges which, if not 

met, will constitute failure – not just in migration 

governance, but in creating and maintaining 

peaceful, prosperous societies.

A. First, we must find a way to change the 

migration narrative. The public discourse on 

migration at present is toxic. To do this, we 

need to build a robust constituency to change 

course. Historically, migration has always been 

overwhelmingly positive. My own country was built, 

and continues to be built on, the backs of migrants 

and with the brains of migrants. Migrants are 

agents of development. Migrants bring innovation. 

Migrants don’t take our jobs, they create new jobs. 

Migration and development belong together.

B. The second challenge is learning to manage 

diversity: Demographics, and the aging 

industrialized world, together with other driving 

forces I described, mean that the countries of 

Europe and other industrialized countries need 

migrants. Our societies will, therefore, inexorably 

become more multi-ethnic, more multi-cultural, 

and more multi-religious. To succeed in managing 

diversity will require  political courage – a 

willingness to invest in public information, public 

education, awareness-raising and dialogue. 

Managing diversity means moving the debate 

from one of identity, to one of values: e.g., others 

may not look like me, they may not speak as I do, 

but we can both share common commitments 

and values. To this end, IOM’s 

multilateral approach involves mayors, 

for it is cities who receive the most 

migrants and benefit from them, and 

must manage diversity.
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MetLife Foundation believes that 

everyone needs the right financial 

tools to manage life’s risks and 

seize its opportunities. That belief 

has inspired MetLife’s operations 

since the nineteenth century when 

we pioneered “working man’s 

insurance” in the United States. 

And it inspired MetLife Foundation 

in 2013 to make global financial 

inclusion the focus of a five-year, 

$200 million commitment.

Our perspective on financial inclusion goes 

beyond a concern with access alone. Too many 

people, even those who may be numbered 

among the “financially included,” only have 

access to rigid, one-size-fits-all group loans 

that do not meet their needs—and may even 

leave them worse off. Women, especially, are 

more likely to be financially excluded or limited 

to group-loan products. And although financial 

exclusion is often considered the developing 

world’s issue, important disparities exist in the 

industrialized countries too, often along gender, 

ethnic, and socio-economic lines, between who 

is fully financially included and who is not.

MetLife Foundation works to ensure that more 

of the world’s families have the full range of 

financial services they need—safe, affordable, 

properly regulated, convenient to access, and 

delivered by providers who treat them with 

respect. We believe that institutions should 

adapt to customers’ needs, not the other 

way around. And we’re proud to work with 

likeminded partners all over the world, including 

in some of the G20 countries.

In India, MetLife Foundation grantee Grameen 

Foundation is working to expand client-

centric outreach among some of the poorest 

communities in Uttar Pradesh. Grameen, in 

partnership with local institution Margdarshak, 

is launching a “business correspondent model,” 

in which agents acting on the institution’s behalf 

fan out among the poor and underserved 

communities. Equipped with mobile technology, 

these agents go door to door, enrolling and 

Dennis White, President & CEO, 

MetLife Foundation

ONE SIZE DOES 
NOT FIT ALL
Delivering Financial Services with 
the Clients’ Needs in Mind



   DEVELOPMENT   71

serving customers. This approach, literally 

“doorstep banking,” is the opposite of one-size-

fits-all, and reflects the deep commitment to 

customer service that is MetLife Foundation’s 

philosophy.

Trickle Up, another MetLife Foundation grantee 

in India, takes customer centricity seriously 

as well. They work intensively with ultra-poor 

households in Odisha and West Bengal, helping 

those families identify the skills they possess 

that might translate into an income-generating 

activity. Then Trickle Up provides technical 

skills training in that activity, provides intensive 

one-on-one coaching, and facilitates access 

to financial services. This integrated package 

of services has shown promising results in 

breaking the multi-generational cycle of poverty.

Mexico’s Pro Mujer is one of that country’s 

best known names in women’s economic 

empowerment. With MetLife Foundation’s 

support, Pro Mujer is helping its clients make 

the transition from group loans to more tailored, 

individual loans that will position them for greater 

economic success. True to their mission, Pro 

Mujer is supplementing its financial services with 

access to health care, business training, and a 

social space where clients find support among a 

network of peers and Pro Mujer staff.

Women’s World Banking, a global leader in 

financial inclusion since the 1970s, is also using 

support from MetLife Foundation to expand 

women’s access to individual loans. WWB is 

working in three large markets, Egypt, India, 

and Mexico, to ensure delivery of better credit 

products to more than 500,000 clients who 

in turn will see their small businesses better 

positioned for growth.

MetLife Foundation is proud to work with some 

of the most respected organizations in financial 

inclusion, leaders who share our commitment to 

customer centricity. We are proud as well to be 

identifying and nurturing promising innovations 

in the field of behavioral economics, which holds 

the potential to take customer centric service 

to new levels by leveraging or mitigating the 

motivations and constraints that drive people’s 

financial behaviors. We are excited by the rapid 

growth and evolution in the deployment of digital 

financial services, the force multiplier that can 

bring financial inclusion to truly universal scale.

Perhaps most of all, MetLife Foundation is 

honored to be part of a global effort that is 

succeeding. World Bank statistics indicate that 

financial inclusion has expanded by 20 percent 

in the past three years alone. That amazing 

progress is evidence of what can happen when 

a critical mass of players, from a vast cross-

section of nations and industries, works together 

toward a common goal. 

Our task now is to ensure that financial inclusion 

does not become just a matter of numbers. 

Financial services is a people business. Financial 

inclusion will truly succeed only if customers 

always remain at the center and the depth and 

breadth of their financial needs are met. 
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MAKING THE CASE FOR 
FINANCIAL INCLUSION 
IN THE POST-2015 
DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

Good morning Excellencies, 

distinguished delegates, and 

guests.  I am very pleased 

to participate in the third 

meeting of the Group of Friends 

of Financial Inclusion. Thank you 

all for making the time to be here 

this morning. And a big thanks to 

Ambassador Percaya for hosting 

us again in Indonesia’s mission 

and for delivering such a thorough 

welcoming speech. 

 
Since we last met more than a year ago, I have 

continued to advocate for greater financial inclusion 

in country visits to India, China, and Myanmar, and 

in meetings and events in Basel with the global 

standard-setting bodies, at the World Economic 

Forum, and the spring meetings of the World Bank. 

In all those trips I witnessed first-hand the progress 

and opportunity of financial inclusion as well as the 

increasing attention the issue is being given at every 

level.

I am especially pleased that financial inclusion has 

continued to be recognized as a central piece 

of the Post-2015 and financing for development 

tracks. As you know, both streams prominently 

acknowledge financial inclusion as an important 

enabler of key sustainable development goals 

such as ending poverty and hunger, empowering 

women, and stimulating economic growth. They 

also highlight in impressive detail the financial 

inclusion policies and instruments that can help 

people fully achieve many of the goals that will be 

part of the new development agenda.

H.M. Queen Máxima of the 

Netherlands, UN Secretary-General’s 

Special Advocate for Inclusive Finance 

for Development Speech to the 3rd  

meeting of the UN’s Group of Friends  

of Financial Inclusion
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This success is due in large part to the efforts of this 

group under the leadership of its co-chairs. Thank 

you again for all your support, commitment, and, 

above all, hard work. I count on your sustained 

support, as an informal group and as member 

states, to ensure that financial inclusion continues 

to have an integral place in the financing framework 

that will be agreed in Addis in July, and in the Post-

2015 development agenda that will be adopted 

this September. After September, as monitoring 

and accountability mechanisms emerge, I do also 

hope that you can continue to be engaged so that 

financial inclusion is front and center. It is especially 

important to be certain that the right kinds of 

indicators are established to measure the targets 

and goals in the new agenda. In this areas, financial 

inclusion has developed a host of indicators that 

would be easy to include. Findex does measure 

progress. 

But for today, I look forward to discussing how, 

together, we can continue to most effectively 

advance financial inclusion during the final stretches 

of both tracks. I would also like to hear your 

thoughts on how my office and myself, together 

with our partners, can continue to support your 

efforts.

I hope that all of us will continue making the case 

that increasing the access and use of financial 

services can improve people’s daily lives. Financial 

access allows them to increase investments 

in health and education, boost agricultural 

productivity, manage risks, and increase resilience 

and absorb financial setbacks. Such access is 

particularly important for women as it contributes 

to their economic empowerment. But improved 

financial inclusion also benefits micro, small, and 

medium-sized enterprises, which contribute greatly 

to job creation and economic growth.

The World Bank’s Global Findex survey was 

recently updated with new data on how adults in 

over 140 countries save, borrow, make payments, 

and manage risks. This data can help us make that 

case. I am delighted that Ms. Leora Klapper from 

the World Bank has joined us here today and will 

be taking us through some of the exciting and very 

encouraging findings from the Findex. I also look 

forward to Ms. Carolina Trivelli’s remarks on what is 

happening in Peru. But before they start, a couple 

of key facts and observations:

• Since 2011, 700 million more people worldwide 

have gained access to a financial account. Put 

another way: 62 percent of the world’s adult 

population has an account; up from 51 percent in 

2011.

• This leaves two billion adults who do not have an 

account, down from 2.5 billion just three years ago. 

Low-hanging fruit!

These numbers reveal that there has been real 

progress towards greater financial inclusion thanks 

to international and national efforts, including in your 

own countries. However, as Leora will no doubt 

highlight, there are still too many financially excluded 

people in the world. Glaring disparities remain 

between developed and developing economies, 

countries, regions, wealthier and poorer segments 

of populations, as well the gap between as men 

and women. Closing these gaps will require even 

greater effort from all of us so that those who are 

currently excluded will gain the financial tools they 

need to fully participate in the global effort to deliver 

on the Post-2015 agenda.

I wish you all the best in the final run 

up to July and September. Once 

again, thank you for all your support 

on financial inclusion to improve lives. I 

look forward to a fruitful discussion.

“Since we last met more than 
a year ago, I have continued 
to advocate for greater 
financial inclusion in country 
visits to India, China, and 
Myanmar, and in meetings 
and events in Basel with 
the global standard-setting 
bodies, at the World Economic 
Forum, and the spring 
meetings of the World Bank.”
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GENDER EQUALITY AS AN 
INTEGRAL COMPONENT OF 
GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
In September 2015, world 

leaders launched the 

new global development 

agenda encompassing the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). In December, 

at COP21 in Paris, a new 

international climate 

agreement is expected 

to be reached. These 

agreements offer a once in 

a generation opportunity 

to achieve the sustainable 

and inclusive development 

people everywhere seek. 

Gender equality and women’s 

empowerment must be 

priorities in these agendas.  

Despite notable progress in some 

areas, gender inequality remains a major 

impediment to the advancement of 

women and to development. While the 

number of women in paid employment 

has increased, women do remain 

disproportionately represented in 

vulnerable employment. Women’s wages 

continue on average to be between four 

to 36 per cent lower than men’s.   Overall, 

women are less likely than men to have 

access to decent work, assets, and formal 

credit. And women comprise only 22 per 

cent of the world’s parliamentarians.

Nations have made many commitments 

to gender equality from the time of 

agreement to the provisions of the United 

Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women, the Beijing Declaration 

and Platform for Action, right through 

to the Millennium Declaration. Their 

Helen Clark, UNDP Administrator and Chair 

of the UN Development Group 
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commitments are reiterated in “the 2030 Agenda 

for Global Action” which sets out the new SDGs. 

The challenge now is to turn words into action with 

and for women.

There is now widespread recognition that gender 

equality is both a matter of human rights and is 

catalytic for growth and development. Studies 

show that children born to women with some 

formal education are more likely to survive to their 

fifth birthday, receive adequate nutrition, and be 

immunized and enrolled in school.[1] Access to 

sexual and reproductive health services enables 

women to plan their families and expand their 

opportunities, and it also helps reduce both 

maternal and child mortality.

Empowering women helps drive economic growth, 

making investing in gender equality important 

to the G20 agenda.  At the last G20 Summit in 

Brisbane, leaders rightly agreed on “the goal of 

reducing the gap in participation rates between 

men and women by 25 per cent by 2025, taking 

into account national circumstances, to bring more 

than 100 million women into the labour force, and 

significantly increase global growth and reduce 

poverty and inequality”. This is an important step.

Reducing gender inequality in a major sector like 

agriculture is vital for enhancing economic growth, 

food security, and the well-being of families and 

communities. According to a report by the United 

Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization, while 

women supply nearly half of global agricultural 

labor, they do not reap the same rewards as their 

male counterparts. The report contends that 

if women had the same access to productive 

resources as men, they could increase yields on 

their farms by twenty to thirty per cent. That could 

raise total agricultural output in developing countries 

by 2.5 to four per cent per annum, and reduce the 

number of hungry people in the world by twelve to 

seventeen per cent.

The need to level the playing field for women 

farmers is recognized in SDG 2 on ending hunger, 

which includes the target of doubling by 2030 the 

agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale 

food producers, namely women, through equal 

access to land, and to resources such as financial 

services and markets. Under the leadership 

of the Turkish Presidency, G20 members are 

about to adopt an Action Plan on Food Security 

and Sustainable Food Systems, through which 

they will support food system employment and 

entrepreneurial opportunities, in particular for 

smallholders including women and youth.

 

 

In many places, women bear the primary 

responsibility for growing food, managing natural 

resources, and securing the energy needs of their 

families. The new climate agreement must respond 

to and support the central role of women in building 

climate-resilience and supporting low emission 

development.  Because women are so often on 

the frontlines of climate change and disasters, 

their full participation in global policymaking and 

implementation, including in the new Paris accord, 

is vital for action on climate change. 

The United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) makes achieving gender equality a central 

focus of its efforts to eradicate poverty. Our work 

includes preventing and responding to sexual and 

gender-based violence, which persists everywhere. 

It includes providing support for gender-

responsive economic policy-making and women’s 

participation in decision-making, including for 

peace making and peace building. This focus is 

reinforced by SDG 16, which aims to promote 

peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, including by ensuring responsive, 

inclusive, participatory, and representative decision-

making at all levels.

There is no silver bullet for achieving sustainable 

development, but investing in gender equality is 

certainly a critical component of our efforts build a 

more inclusive, sustainable, and resilient world. 

“There is now widespread recognition that 
gender equality is both a matter of human 
rights and is catalytic for growth and 
development. Studies show that children born 
to women with some formal education are 
more likely to survive to their fifth birthday, 
receive adequate nutrition, and be immunized 
and enrolled in school.”
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No country has developed 

without access to reliable and 

affordable energy. Energy 

directly affects people, 

communities and countries 

in terms of economic growth, 

health, security, food and 

education. It also affects 

ecosystems and is directly 

linked to climate change.

Countless examples have shown that 

once modern energy is available, families 

and businesses benefit enormously from 

light, power and heat and the associated 

opportunities for job creation and income 

generation. The World Health Organization 

estimates that if half of the global 

households that still use traditional fuels 

and stoves switched to cleaner cooking 

sources, over a ten year period, families 

would save US$34bn per year and generate 

an economic return of US$105bn per year. 

At the household level, energy provides 

electrification, heating and cooking 

solutions. Energy use for productive 

engagements increases income, 

productivity, and employment. The transition 

towards environmental sustainability begins 

as poverty drops because poverty is the 

prime adversary of the environment.  

Energy in the SDGs 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

that were officially launched in September 

2015 recognize the crucial role of energy 

in development, unlike the previous 

development agenda, the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs). SDG7 centers 

on ensuring “universal access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable and modern energy” 

for all in developing countries, particularly 

least developed countries and small island 

developing states. The year 2030 marks the 

deadline.

In addition to energy, water and food have 

also been identified as priority areas for the 

OFID’S ENERGY POVERTY ALLEVIATION 
PROGRAMS AND THE SDGS

Suleiman J. Al-Herbish, Director-

General of OFID (OPEC Fund for 

International Development)

OFID/Rana Wintersteiner

alexmisu/shutterstock.com
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SDGs. Rapid economic growth, expanding populations and increasing 

prosperity are driving up demand for energy, water and food, especially in 

developing countries. By 2050, the demand for energy will nearly double 

globally, with water and food demand estimated to increase by over 50%. 

The ability of existing water, energy and food systems to meet this growing 

demand, meanwhile, is constrained given the competing needs for limited 

resources and the climate change impacts.

A framework to overcome these challenges must consider the ways that 

activities in different sectors interact, including their respective pressures 

on natural resources. A “nexus” approach can help to formulate goals and 

targets that minimize trade-offs and maximize synergies between goals, 

making the SDGs more cost-effective and efficient, reducing the risk that 

progress towards one goal will undermine progress towards another, and 

ensuring sustainable resource use. 

OFID: a Leader in Alleviating Energy Poverty 

As a development institution of almost 40-years’ standing, OFID is 

well aware that energy is part of a bigger picture in terms of achieving 

sustainable development. In fact, it was OFID that first labelled access to 

energy services as the “ninth” MDG.

OFID intensified its fight against energy poverty following the call by its 

Member Countries in the Declaration of the Third OPEC Summit held 

in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in November 2007. OFID responded to this 

mandate promptly and launched its Energy for the Poor Initiative (EPI) 

in 2008. Since then, energy poverty alleviation has been OFID’s primary 

strategic focus, with activities carried out at both an advocacy level and an 

operational level.

In fighting energy poverty, OFID considers both traditional and renewable 

energy sources to be viable and pursues both in the quest for solutions. 

From OFID’s experience, there is no one-size-fits-all. Energy mix solutions 

need to satisfy the basic energy needs of the poor. 

In 2011, OFID’s pioneering efforts as the champion of energy poverty 

alleviation led to it becoming a member of the United Nations Sustainable 

Energy for All (SE4ALL) initiative and its advisory board. This has 

enhanced OFID’s role in the international framework, adding to its existing 

partnerships with organizations such as the World Bank, the Asian 

Development Bank, CAF, and IFAD.

In June 2012, OFID’s Ministerial Council issued a declaration that was 

announced by OFID Management at the Rio+20 Summit, committing 

a minimum US$1bn to the EPI. These resources have helped to boost 

OFID’s energy access portfolio, which extends to over 80 countries and 

draws on all financing windows. 

Since 2008, OFID has channeled more than US$2.1bn to a diverse 

range of energy access activities, including 65 projects with a combined 

cost over US$20bn which provided power exceeding 14,000MW and 

extending electricity grids by 32,000km.  

Within the context of the SDGs, interventions related to the energy-water-

food nexus will move higher up the agenda of governments, development 

finance institutions and project sponsors. It is for this very reason that 

OFID adopted the energy-water-food nexus as the theme of its Corporate 

Plan 2016-2025. By aligning its strategic plan with the nexus, OFID has 

also aligned itself with the new development agenda and global aspirations 

for the next 15 years. 

Envirofit
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The Post-2015 Development Agenda: Unity in Ambition, Unity in Action 

By Christine Lagarde Managing Director, International Monetary Fund, 

September 25, 2015

UNITY IN AMBITION,  
UNITY IN ACTION

Secretary-General, Royal 

Highnesses, Excellencies, 

Ladies, and Gentlemen—

there is an old saying: in 

unity lies strength. 

Two months ago, in Addis Ababa, the 

international community put this to the 

test. We pledged to secure financing to 

make sustainable development not an 

ambition, but a reality for all.

Today we face yet another moment of truth as we come 

together to adopt the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Our joint success will depend on decisive action and 

implementation—at both country and collective levels.

1. At the Country Level

Countries can and must act at three levels: economically, 

socially, and environmentally.

First, macroeconomic stability is a pre-requisite for a 

sustainable economy—but it is not sufficient on its own. 

While priorities vary across countries, structural reforms 

and efforts to diversify the economy are often required. 

Equally, revenue mobilization and efficient, effective public 

spending—including investment—will be key.

A second priority is inclusion. I affirm that more inclusive 

growth is also stronger growth—so 

we must empower people to fulfil their 

potential. Improving girls’ education and 

removing barriers to women’s employment 

and access to finance, would not only 

boost growth, but also tackle income 

inequality and poverty. Because let us 

not forget that poverty and exclusion are 

sexist.

The environment is a third priority. 

Countries have a crucial stake in managing 

their natural resources efficiently and 

effectively. At the same time, limiting the 

harmful impact of economic activity on the 

environment can and will require targeted 

interventions.

In short, each country must do all it 

can to drive its own development. But 

durable progress cannot be achieved in 

isolation—it requires engagement from 

the international community. So we need 

collective action. Why?

2. Collective Responsibilities

Because in today’s interconnected world, 

for good or ill, cause and effect, spillovers 

and spillbacks travel across borders, 

instantly and unceasingly, irrespective of 

the walls that are being built. And at all 

levels:

• Macroeconomic stability—where an 

economic shock in one country will affect 

all others;

• Inclusion—where social transformations 

drive the winds of change; and,

• The environment—where, with global 

warming, everyone reaps what others 

have done.



   DEVELOPMENT   79

The IMF—with its 188 member 

countries, and 70-year track record of 

promoting global economic cooperation 

and stability—understands well the need 

for, and power of, collective action.

Indeed, the Fund is not only promising 

action—we are also delivering. In our 

policy advice, in our research, and our 

capacity building, we have included 

social and environmental dimensions 

that were not there, and we will continue 

doing so.

We are also expanding our support for 

developing countries in several ways:

• One: the poorest countries can now 

borrow 50 percent more from our 

interest free facilities;

• Two: we are strengthening our 

technical support to help countries 

boost domestic revenue mobilization 

to finance development spending; we 

are doing that together with the World 

Bank; and

• Three: we are intensifying our support 

for fragile and conflict-afflicted states. 

Importantly, we are maintaining, for the 

longer term, the zero interest rate on our 

Rapid Credit Facility loans.

The IMF is working with its member 

countries and international partners 

in the spirit of global cooperation 

necessary to achieve the SDGs. We 

have done so, we are doing so, and we 

will continue to do so.

Conclusion

The esteemed second Secretary-

General of the United Nations, Dag 

Hammarskjöld, once said:

“We are not permitted to choose the 

frame of our destiny. But what we put 

into it is ours.”

Likewise, the year 2030—the SDGs 

target date—will one day 

be upon us, but what 

it will look like is in our 

hands.

Thank you.
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Recent droughts and floods in 

different parts of the world are 

highlighting the key role of water 

security in reducing social and 

economic risks. It is estimated 

that  the lack of water security can 

impact  global economic growth in 

the order of 0.5%. In monetary terms  

this represents an annual loss in the 

order of US$500 billion , excluding 

environmental risks. This, under 

any circumstances, is a significant 

economic opportunity.

 At the same time the world is experiencing 

its biggest infrastructure investment boom in 

human history with some 8% of global GDP 

devoted annually to mega projects such as the 

Panama Canal expansion project. And yet water 

is not visible in this infrastructure agenda. 

In the last decade, water security has gained 

increased attention in the global political 

agenda. This need for greater water security 

is due to hydrologic uncertainty, intensified 

by climate change, and increasing demand 

and competition for water. To meet these  

challenges it is essential that we  focus on 

water infrastructure , and that this  infrastructure  

development considers the multiple uses of 

water (human and industrial consumption, 

hydropower, irrigation, navigation, recreation 

and tourism). This will require improved 

understanding on the capacity of water security 

to leverage growth and economic opportunities, 

and synergy between water security and 

energy, transport, food, land use, and broader 

environment policy. 

Yet, despite the fact that financing for the 

water sector can easily be justified by the 

pressing need to adapt to global changes 

including climate, population growth and 

urbanization, investment in water infrastructure 

is underdeveloped. We are simply not doing 

enough. It is also clear that our current financing 

models and approaches do not encourage the 

kind of multi-purpose infrastructure that we need 

now and in the future. While  the sums involved 

are typically large, some components may not 

be financially attractive  under strict market 

conditions this is not a reason to avoid investing. 

In addition, to economic considerations 

governments should appreciate the social 

benefits of water infrastructure when making 

decisions.

Evidence shows that, in addition to existing 

financial sources, newer funds are available 

such as pension funds, insurance companies, 

community microfinance, Sovereign Wealth 

Funds, climate funds, and Green bonds. We 

will need to deploy all of these if we are to meet 

the 6.3 trillion euros of investment needed by 

2050 for water supply and sanitation projects 

alone. Again, under any circumstances, this is a 

significant economic opportunity.

Progress in the field of water security requires 

policy-makers to face up to difficult choices. 

Making trade-offs is possible by sharing the 

responsibilities and the consequences among 

the involved sectors and stakeholders. It 

must take into account the integrated social, 

economic and environmental impacts. As with 

any intervention in the natural environment there 

are choices to be made, each with impacts 

that may be both positive and negative, there 

are costs and benefits. I firmly believe that the 

positive impacts outweigh the costs.

The Group of Twenty sees massive infrastructure 

investment as one of the “silver bullets” that can 

sustain growth by boosting regional integration 

and create millions of jobs. Investing in water 

security has equal potential, as it underpins 

health, energy, transport, food, tourism returns, 

while mitigating the socio-economic impacts 

of floods and droughts. In other words water 

security is a genuine economic opportunity. 

Adaptation to global changes trough water 

should be the next chapter on the G20’s agenda 

to meet sustainable growth. The technical 

solutions already exist but economic incentives 

and innovative financing models, along with 

effective governance must be increased. To 

achieve this requires policy makers to increase 

the visibility of water and move water from 

being a political problem to being an economic 

opportunity. 

WATER SECURITY  
DRIVES GROWTHBenedito Braga, President, World 

Water Council
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José Graziano da Silva, Director-General, FAO

FAO DIRECTOR GENERAL’S 
ADDRESS AT THE UNITED 
NATIONS SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT 
SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2015 

Mr. President, Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to start by congratulating 

you all for adopting the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development.

We have given ourselves an enormous 

task, that begins with the historic 

commitment of not only reducing but 

also eradicating poverty, hunger in a 

sustainable way.

The new agenda clearly recognizes the centrality of 

food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture 

development.

The full range of Sustainable Development Goals cannot 

be achieved without rapid progress in eliminating hunger 

and malnutrition by 2030.

At the same time, reaching

the other SDGs will make easier the task of ending 

hunger and extreme poverty. 

We have made progress in the past years, but we still 

have many challenges ahead.

The number of hungry people has dropped by over 200 

million since 1990. Over 70 developing countries, out 

of the 120 monitored by FAO, have met the Millennium 

Development Goal hunger target.

But there is much more to be done.

Nearly 800 million people continue to suffer from chronic 

hunger. This is unacceptable.

We can only rest when we achieve zero hunger. To do 

so we must invest responsibly, responding to the needs 

of the world´s poor population, and promote inclusive 

growth.

Agriculture and rural development are central to this 

effort, as over 70 percent of the world´s poor and food 

insecure live in rural areas of developing countries.

It is clear that we need to build more sustainable 

agriculture and food systems, that are resilient to stresses 

and better able to cope with – and respond to the 

climate change impact

But let me add that investing in sustainable agriculture is 

crucial, but still not enough.

Ending hunger also needs well-designed social 

protection systems.

The combination of productive support 

and social protection is the only way to 

ensure the food and nutrition security of 

today´s hungry.

The three Rome-based Agencies have 

estimated the additional investment 

needed to end hunger: only 160 dollars 

per year per person living in extreme 

poverty in the next 15 years.

This represents less than half percent of 

the global income in 2014. And it is only 

a small fraction of the cost that hunger 

and malnutrition impose on economies, 

societies and people.

Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and 

Gentlemen,

We have an enormous task ahead of us. 

But one that we can tackle successfully if 

we work together.

FAO has supported the Post-2015 

Development Agenda process.

FAO is committed to continue to be part of 

this effort, by supporting governments and 

working with non-state actors to achieve 

the Sustainable Development Goals

This is the time to unite our forces to realize 

the “Future we want”.

Thank you for your attention.
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Mr. President, Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentleman.

Thank you for drawing the 

world’s attention back to the 

victims of Syria’s ongoing 

conflict. 
 

Since the beginning of this crisis, the World 

Food Programme has worked to address the 

daily food and nutrition needs of 4 million people 

inside Syria and of 2.3 million people outside 

Syria.

In 2012, I made my first visit to Jordan’s Zaatari 

Refugee Camp.  WFP was there working with 

our partners to provide hot meals to those 

arriving and monthly food rations to the 17,000 

Syrians then calling the camp home.

As I was walking through the camp I met 

women who had walked for miles carrying small 

children in search of shelter, food, and safety.  

I met children who had already been out of 

school for weeks, for months – and this was in 

2012.  I met husbands and fathers who were 

angry! Angry because conflict had forced them 

to leave their farms, their livestock, or their small 

business.  Angry because they could now only 

feed their families by standing in lines for food, 

water and bread.

Because we recognized the importance of 

bread in the diets of Syrian families, we also 

began baking and distributing 130,000 pieces 

of pitta bread per day in addition to our usual 

rations.

A man began following me through the camp 

and shouting at me in Arabic.  I asked the 

translator to find out what the man was shouting.  

He began shouting louder and crumbling a piece 

of the bread in his hand.  The translator said “He 

is angry about the bread.” “He asks if you would 

feed this terrible bread to your children.”

I said, “Ask him what is wrong with the bread.” 

The man shouted back to me and the growing 

crowd, “This is Jordanian bread, not Syrian 

bread!” He shouted “This is not our bread! This 

is bad bread!”  I asked “What was his business 

in Syria?”  He said, “I am a Syrian baker!”

The next day – and every day since – that 

man and other Syrian refugee bakers worked 

with our team in Zaatari to produce the right 

bread.  We have since baked and distributed 

more than 360 million pieces of the right bread, 

Syrian bread.  Bread represents the importance 

of getting the response right, avoiding a 

humanitarian response further complicating the 

already challenging political issues.

The WFP Syrian response team is working 

across the region to meet the food and nutrition 

needs of the most vulnerable victims of the 

Syrian crisis.  In the five neighboring countries, 

we are working outside Syria to serve refugees 

in both the camps like Zaatari as well as 

refugees hosted by community neighborhoods.  

And we are working inside Syria to serve the 

displaced in opposition- as well as in regime-

held areas.

Excellencies, as you well know, the longer this 

crisis continues, its victims become ever more 

vulnerable.

The more people suffer and die from starvation 

and malnutrition, stunted child development, 

deprived of nutrition they suffer from long term 

consequences of deteriorating health and broad 

despair.

Those inside Syria’s highest-priority districts 

– with the highest concentration of displaced 

people – live without livelihoods, without an 

income, unable to meet their basic needs.

Before the conflict began Syria was a net food 

exporter, but drought and conflict have put food 

increasingly out of reach.  Food is harder to 

produce, harder to import.  Inside Syria, wheat 

is twice as expensive as it was before the crisis.  

Rice, four times as expensive.  Bread prices are 

up 55 percent.

As a result any food available, is – too often, 

for too many – inaccessible.  6.8 million people 

require critical food assistance.  More than half a 

million more than this time last year.

The decline in food security and the destruction 

and weakening of water and health services have 

created a serious nutritional crisis.  Four million 

Syrian women and children require preventative 

and curative nutrition services.

Families face and make impossible decisions to 

find and access food.  Parents pull their children 

out of school to search for work.  Food becomes 

part of negotiations to marry off young daughters 

or release children to fight in armed groups.

Gandhi said “to the mother of a hungry child, 

a piece of bread is the face of God.” Gandhi 

was right.  We cannot let that piece of bread be 

delivered by an extremist.

We regularly monitor to ensure the appropriate 

distribution of WFP food.

Despite our diligence, we did have one widely 

reported incident where a small amount food 

WFP was stolen by ISIS and distributed with 

much publicity on social media.

Inside Syria negotiating humanitarian access 

to besieged areas can involve up to 50 parties.  

Determining which routes to take, the times to 

go, the quantities to be delivered, and even the 

land mines to avoid can take anything from ten 

days to ten months.

Where we reach today, we too often cannot 

reach tomorrow.  Idleb and Ar-Raqqa — once 

regularly accessible — are now unreachable, even 

with air bridges.

FOOD SECURITY &  
THE REFUGEE CRISISWFP Executive Director Ertharin 

Cousin’s Statement to the United 

Nations Security Council, Delivered 

on 24 April 2015
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This council enabled us to make regular, cross-

line, and cross-border deliveries.  In fact last 

month alone we were able to reach an additional 

528,000 people using the border crossings 

provided through resolution 2165.

Expanding cross-border activities depends not 

only on our ability to safely cross but also on our 

adequate financial resources.

Our 2015 plan is to reach 4 million people inside 

Syria, and 2.3 million more outside, but funding 

shortfalls are putting this already limited assistance 

in jeopardy.

Current funding commitments do not reflect the 

humanitarian needs of this prolonged conflict.

Because of funding shortfalls, we have been 

forced to cut the family food basket inside of Syria 

by 30 percent.  Those cuts have a significant 

nutritional impact and can lead to Protein Energy 

Malnutrition.

Funding shortfalls also limit plans like those with 

UNICEF to reach pregnant and lactating women 

and to provide an integrated school feeding 

program.

If we fail to provide the school meals which 

bring children back to school and keep them in 

school, we will miss the opportunity to teach them 

different lessons than this conflict teaches.

As this council knows and as the High 

Commissioner highlighted, the Syrian refugee 

crisis threatens stability across the region.

In the five neighbouring countries, particularly in 

Jordan and Lebanon, refugees now compete with 

their hosts for homes, for employment, for water, 

and for food.

I must warn this Council: when we reduce food 

access operations we shift the burden from the 

international community to host communities and 

governments.

Communities like those in Jordan where 

participation in the Regional Voucher Programme, 

which provides choice to the beneficiary and 

cash to businesses in host communities has been 

severely limited… 190,000 Syrian refugees living 

in extreme poverty now receive food assistance 

worth just $28 dollars per person per month.

We have been forced to cut assistance by half for 

almost a quarter of a million more refugees living in 

absolute poverty.  Now, they must try to feed their 

families on $14 per person per month.  Limiting 

their ability to purchase nutritious food.

We also made cuts in Lebanon, where the 

refugee crisis has increased unemployment and 

overstretched national health, education and 

infrastructure services.  A decrease in targeted 

donor funding forced us to reduce not only 

the number of people served but the level of 

assistance we provide to those we serve.

We will also cut the number of people we serve in 

Egypt, Iraq, and Turkey.

Over the course of this month, 400,000 refugees 

across the entire region will be completely cut from 

our food purchase program.

When we announced the reductions in Jordan 

our hotlines were overwhelmed. Thousands of 

appeal calls come in each day.  Calls from families 

that have exhausted their resources and feel 

abandoned… by us all.  One woman told us, “I 

cannot stay… if I cannot feed my children.”

Families like hers consider once-unthinkable 

options: returning to Syria or illegally trying to 

make the dangerous cross into Europe.

Without reliable access to food, people become 

easy targets for traffickers and for extremists.

Without reliable access to food, this region and its 

children are in danger.

Excellencies, this conflict rages on without a 

political solution.

Inside Syria, we ask all parties to provide the 

necessary humanitarian access—the Government 

of Syria as well and the opposition groups as well 

as the extremist actors.

And we ask for your support.  Because, despite 

important improvements in access facilitated by 

this council and member states, we need to do 

more.

We must maintain essential lifesaving food access 

and nutrition programmes including the necessary 

funding.

And we must make sure we meet the nutritional 

and educational needs of Syria’s children.

To avoid lack of access to food becoming a 

political issue… the length and complexity of 

this crisis means we must increase not reduce 

financial investments in food and nutritional 

assistance.

Ladies and gentlemen, until we deliver the political 

solutions that create peace.  We must implement 

the humanitarian solutions that create hope and 

stability across the region.

Failure to do so will haunt us all for decades to 

come.

We cannot ask parents to raise their children in a 

region without food, a region without peace.

We cannot leave parents to pull their children 

out of school to search for food, for work, for 

protection from armed groups.

We cannot expect parents to raise children in 

a region where picking up a gun is easier than 

picking up a book.

Without your support, there will be no food 

security and without food security there is no 

security.

We can do better.

We must do better.

Thank you.



The IberoAmerican Foundation for Development (FIDE) focuses its efforts on development
cooperation in communities that find it difficult to exercise their basic rights 

THE UNIVERSAL RIGHT
TO DEVELOPMENT 

The IberoAmerican Foundation for Development (FIDE), 

founded in Guadalajara, Castilla, Spain in 1991, is realising its 

dream to equip people with the knowledge, methods and 

means to achieve development from below and from within. 

We have drawn up an ideal for sustained action, explained in 

the 17 books written by Antonio Vereda del Abril, President of 

FIDE. We have applied this to cooperative projects in Latin 

America and Spain through programs of communication, 

education, citizen activism and awarenessraising for develop-

ment aimed at children, young people and university students.

FIDE Foundation has been working for 22 years on the 

eradication of poverty, the promotion of democracy and the 

right of all people to develop. 

  

From left: FIDE President Antonio Vereda del Abril, Queen Sofía of Spain and Dr Muhammad 

Yunus, Founder of Grameen Bank of Copan and Santa Barbara in Honduras, for 32,000 

inhabitants in 30 rural communities.

The Foundation’s mission coincides with the values that 

inspired the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and its 

achievements have supported the Goals:

 MDG1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

With more than 160 cooperative projects for development, 

which have contributed to the eradication of poverty for more 

than 4.5 million people in Latin America. 

 

MDG2: Achieve universal primary education 
In the indigenous communities of Cochabamba in Bolivia and 

the Peruvian Amazon. 

 

MDG3: Promote gender equality and empower 
women 
With the strengthening of the political, social and individual 

capacities of more than 70,000 indigenous women in Bolivia 

and Peru.

 

MDG5: Improve maternal health
With the example of ‘vertical births’, which was awarded the 

global prize for good practice – mother and child by the World 

Health Organization.

 

MDG7: Ensure environmental sustainability
With a special focus on water: during the last 10 years we 

have developed an ambitious program for access to healthy 

drinking water in the districts.

Don Antonio Vereda del Abril, president and founder of FIDE, has contributed significantly to 

the achievement of MDG8: Develop a global framework for development with ‘development 

from below and from within,’ which takes the wishes of the majority and ‘Management 

Centers of R&D+i ‘ to configure networks of solidarity, knowledge, culture, communication, 

education, micro-credits, technology, entrepreneurs, access to markets and social benefits.

He conceived the initiative ‘Debt for Development’, a model for debt exchange that was 

adopted by the Spanish Government’s official development program. He began promoting 

micro-credit in Lima in 1988, he initiated ‘communal banks’ in Honduras and Bolivia, and has 

supported the formation of micro-finance institutions in El Salvador and Honduras. In Spain, 

FIDE is promoting a micro-credit fund to tackle  unemployment.  
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Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General of the World Health Organization

Remarks at the G7 Health Ministers Meeting. Session on  

Ebola: lessons learned and the International Health Regulations. 

Berlin, Germany 

9 October 2015

WHO DIRECTOR-GENERAL ADDRESSES 
G7 HEALTH MINISTERS ON EBOLA

Honourable ministers, ladies 

and gentlemen, I will focus 

my remarks on lessons 

learned and the IHR.

Managing the global regime for 

controlling the international spread 

of disease is a central and historical 

responsibility of WHO. In a given 

year, WHO manages around 100 

outbreaks of familiar diseases, like 

cholera, dengue, meningitis, and 

many others. This Ebola outbreak 

was different. It was complex in 

size and context, present in three 

countries which were unfamiliar with 

the disease and ill-prepared.

Since Ebola first emerged in 

1976, WHO and its partners 

have responded to 22 previous 

outbreaks. Even the largest of these 

were controlled within four to six 

months.

The outbreak in West Africa has 

been different. The Ebola virus is 

well-equipped to take advantage of 

any weaknesses in preparedness, 

any gaps in control measures. The 

event in West Africa was a dramatic 

and tragic revelation of weaknesses 

and gaps.

Clinicians had no vaccine, no 

treatment, and no personal 

equipment specifically designed 

to protect them from one of the 

deadliest pathogens known.

All responders had difficulty finding 

sufficient numbers of experienced 

clinicians and epidemiologists. 

Much about the disease, including 

its modes of transmission, natural 

history, and clinical features, was 

poorly understood.

This is the fear factor. Let me give 

you a comparison. In the Philippines 

after the typhoon, WHO coordinated 

150 medical teams. For Ebola, 

less than five medical teams could 

be deployed. On this, I thank the 

German government for mobilizing 

volunteers, its Red Cross staff, and 

the military. Germany was the first 

country to accept non-German 

Ebola patients for treatment at its 

hospitals.

The virus circulated in Guinea for 

three months, undetected, off every 

radar screen, initially misdiagnosed 

as cholera, later thought to be 

Lassa fever. This tells us the early 

warning system was not working. 

Nor was adequate diagnostic 

capacity available.

It took neighbouring Liberia and 

Sierra Leone several weeks to 

confirm that the virus had entered 

their territories. These delays gave 

the virus a head start with explosive 

momentum.

In Sierra Leone, the entire health 

system was overwhelmed less 

than six weeks after the first case 

was confirmed. National and 

international responses ran behind 

the virus and did not begin to catch 

up until late October of last year.

This is my first point. No regime for 

global governance can manage the 

invisible.

The simultaneous outbreak in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

operated almost like a control 

group. This was the country’s 

seventh Ebola outbreak. It was 

prepared.

“Since Ebola first 
emerged in 1976, 
WHO and its partners 
have responded 
to 22 previous 
outbreaks. Even the 
largest of these were 
controlled within four 
to six months.”
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In DRC, the classical control measures that 

failed so miserably in West Africa worked quickly 

and effectively to shut the outbreak down.

The country had its own lab with full diagnostic 

capacity. Hospitals had isolation wards and 

stockpiles of equipment.

Clinicians were experienced. The disease was 

familiar to the population. The government could 

immediately activate well-tested emergency 

response plans.

The first case occurred on 11 August, the last 

case on 4 October. That’s a duration of less 

than two months. Altogether, the outbreak was 

limited to 66 cases and 49 deaths.

Until more countries have fundamental health 

capacities, services, and infrastructures in place, 

the international community risks running behind 

an emerging or re-emerging disease that can 

easily spiral out of control.

In fact, this is the first core capacity set out in 

the International Health Regulations. That is, 

an ability to “detect events involving disease or 

death above expected levels for the particular 

time and place in all areas within the territory.”

This capacity underscores the need to have 

well-functioning health systems in place 

throughout a country’s territory. In other words: 

universal health coverage.

An effective early warning system depends on 

fundamental capacities and good quality data 

at the community level. Data on the usual aid 

recognition of the unusual.

Compliance with IHR requirements has been 

dismal. Less than a third of WHO member 

states have put in place the core capacities 

needed for implementation.

Ebola in West Africa was not a worst-case 

scenario.

The world is dangerously ill-prepared to cope 

with a severe new disease that spreads by 

the airborne route or is contagious during the 

incubation period, before tell-tale signs of illness 

appear.

We have no time to lose. We must urgently 

support countries to build IHR core capacities 

as an integral part of a well-functioning health 

system.

I commend G7 leaders for their commitment 

to assist at least 60 countries over the next five 

years. I urge them to share information and use 

the new web portal which WHO is developing 

for information sharing and transparency.

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa shattered the 

notion that a disease of poor African nations will 

have no consequences elsewhere. In a world 

of transboundary threats, causes need to be 

addressed at their roots. This is the only viable 

approach to prevention.

For global health security, this means investing 

in well-functioning health systems that reach 

everyone with comprehensive, quality services.

Thank you.

WHO Liberia Clinic 
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At just 42 years of age, the Universidade de Aveiro 

(UA) is a youthful institution with a reputation for 

its unconventional attitude and innovative spirit. 

UA is based in the Portuguese city of Aveiro – 

around 60 km south of Oporto – and has 

enthusiastically sought out new capacities for 

learning since it was founded in 1973. The resulting 

success is evident: it was placed in the 69th position 

in the 2015 Times Higher Education Ranking – 

universities under 50.

Currently the home of around 15,000 undergraduate 

and postgraduate students, 12% of them 

international, UA specialises in research-led, 

interdisciplinary programmes. Having introduced the 

first study programmes in Portugal in Electronics 

and Telecommunications Engineering, Regional and 

Urban Planning and Integrated Teacher Education, 

among many others, UA is widely considered as 

something of a pioneer.

“We have always focused on new areas of knowledge,” 

says Manuel Assunção, Rector of the University. “In fact, 

we always look towards the future, identifying emerging 

needs and the connections between different areas 

of study.” This progressive mindset is underpinned by 

cutting-edge research, and UA has achieved particular 

excellence in Materials Science, Environment and Sea, 

Music, Public Policies and Biomedicine. Since the 

university places great emphasis on innovation, compa-

nies such as Siemens, Nokia and Portugal Telecom 

have research and development labs on campus.

UA also supports promising entrepreneurs through 

its, exponentially growing, business incubator, which 

offers businesses access to researchers. While many 

universities have similar centres these days, UA 

established its spin-off activities more than a decade 

ago, and its new Creative Science Park, developing 

in partnership with regional authorities, is helping to 

build additional links between industry and academia.

UNIVERSIDADE DE AVEIRO
exploring new areas of knowledge
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GRAPHENE OXIDE ‘TEABAGS’ MAKE 
A MERCURY FREE BREW 
Paula Marques and colleagues at the UA used graphene 

oxide nanosheets to create a porous 3D material with 

a high surface area by a hydrothermal method. The 

inside of the pores can be functionalized during the 

preparation, that is, anchored with selected molecules. 

This allows the surface chemistry of the foams to be 

modulated and their application directed. After screening 

their materials for their ability to adsorb various toxic 

pollutants, the team chose to focus on mercury, one 

of the top three on the EU’s priority list of hazardous 

substances in water. The invention also includes the 

subsequent encapsulation of the foam in a permeable 

casing to facilitate its removal from the aqueous 

medium. The sorption capacity of GO foams is much 

higher than activated carbon, one of the most common 

substrates for water decontamination.

The main advantages of these foams lie in their high 

mercury removal efficiency, the ease of the synthesis 

process, low cost and the possibility of their application 

in locations that do not have specific infrastructures. 

The developing technology is at maturity stage TRL3, 

and a provisional patent application has recently been 

deposited (PPP 108.061, 25 November 2014).

The team is looking forward to further exploring this 

technology in two main phases: i) the development 

and implementation of this product in Hg polluted 

water decontamination in the market by scaling-up 

its production; and ii) the extension of its range of 

application to efficiently remove combinations of 

metals and metalloids, such as Hg, Cd, Pb, Ni and As, 

considered as priority pollutants by the European Water 

Framework Directive.

Reference: Optimized graphene oxide foam with enhanced performance and high 
selectivity for mercury removal from water. Bruno Henriques, Gil Gonçalves, Nazanin 
Emami, Eduarda Pereira, Mercedes Vila, Paula A.A.P. Marques. Journal of Hazardous 
Materials, Available online 15 September 2015, In Press, Accepted Manuscript; 
IF = 5.277. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhazmat.2015.09.028

RESEARCH-LED PROJECTS: 2 case studies

SOFTWARE DEVELOPED AT UA DISSECTS 
GENOMES: TOWARDS NEW THERANOSTICS 
APPLIED TO THE EBOLA VIRUS
A Bioinformatics and Computational Biology team 

from the Institute of Electronics and Informatics 

Engineering (IEETA) and the Department of Electronics, 

Telecommunications and Informatics (DETI) of the 

University of Aveiro has identified specific DNA 

sequences from the Ebola virus that are absent from 

the human genome.

These DNA sequences allow the differentiation 

between Ebola virus species and between the 2014 

strain in West Africa and other disease outbreaks, thus 

enabling these pathogen-specific signatures to be 

used for diagnosis. Also, these sequences can spark 

the development of novel therapeutic strategies, as 

they are located within fundamental proteins in viral 

replication.

The work of Raquel Silva, Diogo Pratas, Luísa Castro, 

Armando Pinho and Paulo Ferreira used computational 

methods for the differential identification of sequences 

that are derived from a pathogen genome but 

absent from its host. The software that allowed the 

discovery (EAGLE) has been made freely available 

at http://bioinformatics.ua.pt/software/eagle/ and 

can be applied to other pathogens of biomedical or 

economical relevance, for which novel diagnosis tools 

or druggable targets are necessary.

The researchers are looking for partners or 

collaborators interested in validating the identified DNA 

sequences in a laboratory setting and participating in 

future applications.

Reference: Three minimal sequences found in Ebola virus genomes and absent 
from human DNA. Raquel M. Silva, Diogo Pratas, Luísa Castro, Armando J. Pinho 
& Paulo J.S.G. Ferreira. Bioinformatics 31 (15): 2421-2425 (2015). DOI: 10.1093/
bioinformatics/btv189

www.ua.pt

www.facebook.com/
universidadedeaveiro

twitter.com/univaveiro

www.linkedin.com/
edu/universidade-de-
aveiro-16094
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17. MILLION. LIVES.

Mark Dybul, Executive Director, The Global Fund

In VOICES on 21 September 2015

“Partners in global health 
came together, to fight 
back. By working together, 
by pooling resources and 
expertise, and by involving 
people affected by the 
diseases, civil society, 
the private sector and 
governments, we have 
made progress way beyond 
what seemed possible.”

Not long 

ago, AIDS, 

tuberculosis and 

malaria looked 

unstoppable. 

In many 

countries, AIDS 

devastated an 

entire generation, leaving 

countless orphans and 

shattered communities. 

Malaria killed young children 

and pregnant women unable 

to protect themselves from 

mosquitoes or to access the 

right medicine. Tuberculosis 

unfairly afflicted the poor, as 

it had for millennia. 

Partners in global health came 

together, to fight back. By working 

together, by pooling resources and 

expertise, and by involving people 

affected by the diseases, civil society, 

the private sector and governments, 

we have made progress way beyond 

what seemed possible.

Today, the Global Fund issued a 

Results Report, showing that health 

investments made through the 

Global Fund have saved 17 million 

lives, expanding opportunity and 

achieving greater social justice for 

families and communities worldwide. 

Even better, the report shows that 

advances in science and innovative 

solutions are accelerating progress 

at an ever faster-rate, getting us on 

track to reach 22 million lives saved 

by the end of next year.

But it’s no time to celebrate. We are 

only half way there. Tremendous 

challenges in global health still await 

us. Adolescent girls are contracting 

HIV at a terrible rate in southern 

Africa. TB/HIV co-infection is on the 

rise, as is multidrug-resistant TB. 

Gains made against malaria could 

be lost if we don’t expand prevention 

and treatment programs.

We have to concentrate on several 

key areas, including focus on 

adolescent girls and women, 

advancing human rights, and 

building resilient and sustainable 

systems for health.

Many more lives are still at risk. We 

must seize the momentum, embrace 

ambition and move faster to end 

HIV, TB and malaria as epidemics. 

Let’s remember that it has been a 

magnificent display of the human 

spirit that has gotten us so far. The 

greatest reward for this collective 

achievement lies not in the massive 

number – 17 million – but in the 

impact every life saved has for a 

loved one, family, friend, community 

and nation.

A life saved from AIDS is a mother 

who can raise her daughter and 

teach her about staying safe from 

HIV. A life saved from TB is a father 

who can return to work and earn 

a living to support his family. A life 

saved from malaria is a child who 

thrives beyond her 5th birthday and 

becomes a doctor, or perhaps the 

next President of Liberia.

The achievements of the Global 

Fund partnership are the results 

of determination to make our 

world better and more just, with 

contributions by governments, 

civil society, the private sector and 

people affected by HIV, TB and 

malaria. The people whose lives 

have been saved owe their thanks 

most of all to the partners on the 

ground, who do the hard work of 

preventing and treating and caring 

for those affected by these diseases.

As world leaders gather next 

week to formulate Sustainable 

Development Goals, as building 

blocks for improving the lives of 

billions of people, the achievements 

of global health can serve as a 

model for what can be achieved 

when communities 

come together and aim 

for common goals, like 

a world free from the 

burden on AIDS, TB, 

and malaria.



8.1  
MILLION

PEOPLE ON  
ANTIRETROVIRAL  
THERAPY FOR HIV

548
MILLION

MOSQUITO NETS  
DISTRIBUTED BY  

PROGRAMS FOR MALARIA

13.2 
MILLION

PEOPLE HAVE  
RECEIVED  

TB TREATMENT

17
MILLION

LIVES
SAVED
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Peter J Hotez, Dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine 

and Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Virology & Microbiology, 

Baylor College of Medicine

HOW 2015 NOBEL 
PRIZE DRUG MIGHT RID 
AFRICA OF ANCIENT 
SCOURGES

The announcement that 

the 2015 Nobel Prize in 

Physiology or Medicine 

went to three scientists 

who developed antiparasitic 

disease drugs has important 

implications for sub-Saharan 

Africa.
Two of the scientists – William C. Campbell 

and Satoshi Ōmura – shared the prize for the 

discovery of the drug ivermectin. Ivermectin 

(trading as mectizan®) is one of the most 

widely used medicines in Africa. It is used 

in the mass treatment or prevention of two 

ancient scourges that have plagued Africa for 

centuries – elephantiasis and river blindness.

Understanding the diseases 

Elephantiasis, commonly referred to as LF, 

is a disease that affects tens of millions of 

people in Africa, with Nigeria likely having 

the largest number of cases. It is caused 

by a parasitic worm, Wuchereria bancrofti, 

which affects the lymphatics, genitals and 

breasts. The parasite in turn is transmitted 

by mosquitoes.

Although not fatal, elephantiasis can severely 

disfigure its victim, resulting in profound social 

stigma. By distorting the limbs and other 

body parts, elephantiasis renders people too 

sick to work so that elephantiasis hinders 

economic productivity.

However, there is good news. It was recently 

estimated that 139 million people in Africa 

received elephantiasis treatments in 2013. 

This was made possible by the Mectizan 

Donation Programme along with the 

World Health Organisation and the Global 

Programme to Eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis.

By killing the embryonic microfilaria stages 

of W. bancrofti, wide-scale delivery and 

treatment with mectizan can interrupt 

the transmission of elephantiasis. So far, 

Togo may be the first African nation to 

eliminateelephantiasis through this approach. 

The global goal is to eliminate elephantiasis 

by 2020.

Similarly, onchocerciasis is also caused by a 

parasitic worm, Onchocerca volvulus, which 

is transmitted by black flies that live near fast-

flowing streams and rivers. The microfilarial 

stages of parasitic worm cause disfiguring 

skin disease, but also invade the cornea to 

cause blindness.

Between 17 and 30 million people are 

affected by onchocerciasis in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Through the Mectizan Donation 

Programme and the World Health 

Organisation’s African Programme for 

Onchocerciasis Control, it is estimated that 

100 million people were treated in 2013.

Because of mass treatment 

programmes, onchocerciasis has been 

eliminated in Mali and Senegal. There is 

Tanzanian Seif Ramadhan is washed before being 
treated for elephantiasis. Khalfan Said/EPA
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optimism that the disease will be eliminated elsewhere.

A plan to eliminate the diseases 

The discoveries of Campbell and Omura may enable us to eliminate these two 

diseases some day. But we have a long way to go. For onchocerciasis, there is 

concern that ivermectin has to be administered for the entire lifespan of the adult 

parasite, meaning 17 years. This is because ivermectin only targets the microfilarial 

stages and not the adult worms.

As such, the Drugs for Neglected Tropical Diseases Initiative is working to develop 

new medicines targeting adult worms. This is in addition to efforts by the Liverpool 

School of Tropical Medicine. In parallel, the Sabin Vaccine Institute is working with a 

consortium of partners in the Onchocerciasis Vaccine for Africa Initiative to develop 

preventative vaccines.

In the meantime, the use of ivermectin in Africa is being expanded by using this 

medicine as part of a package of “rapid impact” medicines. This includes three 

other medicines for intestinal worms, schistosomiasis, and trachoma. All the 

medicines are donated by major pharmaceutical companies.

With these generous contributions and support from bilateral agencies such as the 

US Agency for International Development and the UK Department for International 

Development, more than 450 million people have been treated for neglected 

tropical diseases worldwide.

These and other partners, including the Global Network for Neglected Tropical 

Diseases and the END Fund, are now working with the G7 countries to support 

mass treatment for these diseases of poverty. At the same time, we are developing 

new vaccines for diseases such as hookworm and schistosomiasis. These 

activities will occur through the sustainable development goals recently adopted at 

the UN General Assembly.

We can control and eliminate neglected tropical diseases within a decade. 

However, it will require continued advocacy, expanded treatment programs and 

scientific innovations.

Disclosure statement Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, is president of the Sabin Vaccine 

Institute (Sabin), Texas Children’s Hospital Endowed Chair for Tropical 

Pediatrics and dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor 

College of Medicine. He also serves as U.S. Science Envoy for the White 

House and State Department.

This article was originally published by The Conversation, October 7, 2015

“It was recently estimated 
that 139 million people in 
Africa received elephantiasis 
treatments in 2013. This was 
made possible by the Mectizan 
Donation Programme along with 
the World Health Organisation 
and the Global Programme to 
Eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis.”
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The World Health Organization’s 

Regional Office for Africa (AFRO) 

is poised to launch the Expanded 
Special Project for Elimination 
of Neglected Tropical Diseases 
(ESPEN) - a new entity which 

prioritizes the integrated control of 

five  diseases in Africa. Endemic 

African Countries, Non-governmental 

development organizations, medicine 

donors, donors and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) reached a 

consensus on the establishment of 

ESPEN following two meetings held in 

April 2015 in Johannesburg and July 

2015 in Geneva as the result of efforts 

to eliminate these diseases from the 

African Region.  The project brings 

hope to millions of people in the 

Region who suffer from one or more 

of the five diseases, which can be 

easily prevented through large-scale 

administration of medicines (also 

known mass drug administration-

MDA) to communities at risk. 

The World Health Organization’s Regional 

Office for Africa (AFRO) is poised to launch the 

Expanded Special Project for Elimination of 

Neglected Tropical Diseases (ESPEN) - a new 

entity which prioritizes the integrated control 

of five  diseases in Africa. Endemic African 

Countries, Non-governmental development 

organizations, medicine donors, donors and 

the World Health Organization (WHO) reached 

a consensus on the establishment of ESPEN 

following two meetings held in April 2015 in 

Johannesburg and July 2015 in Geneva as the 

result of efforts to eliminate these diseases from 

the African Region.  The project brings hope 

to millions of people in the Region who suffer 

from one or more of the five diseases, which 

can be easily prevented through large-scale 

administration of medicines (also known mass 

drug administration-MDA) to communities at risk. 

Functioning as an integral part of WHO, ESPEN 

will ensure that the gains made over the past 

decades in the control of onchocerciasis 

(river blindness) are sustained while providing 

enhanced technical support for expanding large-

scale administration of medicines particularly 

for lymphatic filariasis (elephantiasis).  It also 

sustains the monitoring, evaluation and impact 

assessment surveys in countries with plans to 

assess and advise on when to stop ‘Community 

Directed Treatment with Ivermectin’ (CDTI) and/

or large-scale administration of medicines.  In 

addition, ESPEN will provide operational support 

to endemic countries to achieve elimination goals 

and targets in accordance with the Regional 

Strategic Plan for NTDs for the period 2014-

2020.

THE EXPANDED 
SPECIAL PROJECT 
FOR ELIMINATION OF 
NEGLECTED TROPICAL 
DISEASES 
Enhanced approaches to improve the 
lives of millions of people at risk of  
neglected tropical diseases in Africa
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Since her appointment as Regional Director for 

Africa in February 2015, Dr Moeti has introduced 

initiatives to make better health and well-being 

a reality for Africans. In providing her support 

for a lean and responsive ESPEN, Dr Moeti is 

reiterating WHO’s commitment to coordinate 

and strengthen collaboration with countries, 

donors and partners.

 
Funding  
To achieve the 2020 NTD targets, ESPEN 

requires an annual budget of USD 10 million 

to support operational costs and staff salaries.   

About 75 percent of the total budget will 

support technical and operational activities as 

well as monitoring and evaluation. For instance, 

if USD 10 million is mobilised for 2016, ESPEN 

will be able to reach more than 145 million 

people at risk in 26 countries with donated 

medicines.  Expected to start its operations from 

1 January 2016, current funding for ESPEN is 

still inadequate. 

Neglected tropical diseases in the WHO 
African Region and the future of Sustainable 
Development Goals  
Neglected tropical diseases affect the most 

vulnerable and poorest populations of low and 

middle-income countries.   Affecting more 

than 1 billion people worldwide, the diseases 

are endemic in 149 countries, 40% within the 

WHO African Region.  All the 47 countries of 

the Region are endemic for at least two NTDs, 

and the population at risk requiring preventive 

chemotherapy ranges from 123 million for 

Onchocerciasis to 470 million for lymphatic 

filariasis. 

Eliminating NTDs in affected countries is 

more than an aspiration; it is a foundation for 

achieving the sustainable development goals.  

The SDGs provide an opportunity to address 

NTDs, particularly through SDG 3 which focuses 

on universal health coverage and ‘health for 

all’.  In respect to this, ESPEN advocates for 

a holistic approach to tackle health problems 

using the preventive chemotherapy, health 

education, improving access to safe drinking 

water, sanitation and hygiene (PHASE) 

approach.  By supporting endemic countries to 

complete mapping of preventive chemotherapy-

NTDs; scaling of up mass drug administration 

to reach millions of people at risk of NTDs 

and harnessing all existing resources through 

coordination of NTD programmes, ESPEN will 

contribute to attaining SDGs. Lessons learnt 

in tackling NTDs will be applied to achieving 

the sustainable development goals.  The more 

NTD programmes reach the inaccessible, at 

risk communities, the wider the coverage of 

universal health care and improvement in their 

livelihood, contributing to the achievement of 

the sustainable development goals.  Success 

stories from the fight against NTDs continue to 

provide the motivation to strengthen operational 

mechanisms of its programmes including 

financial resources.

A Call to Action 

Over the past few years and largely due to 

substantial economic growth, countries in 

the African region have increased efforts to 

strengthen national leadership and programmes 

aimed at delivering interventions to eliminate 

or eradicate targeted NTDs.  What is needed 

is greater investment of domestic resources in 

supporting elimination programmes.    

G20 support for high-level advocacy and 

resource mobilisation initiatives are crucial to 

achieving targets set out by ESPEN.  WHO 

calls on the G20 leaders to include in the 

G20 agenda the plight of NTD sufferers and 

the critical role of ESPEN in achieving the 

2020 NTD control and elimination targets 

and its contribution to the 2030 sustainable 

development goals.

Further information: 
• In December 2013, the Joint Action Forum 

of the African Programme for Onchocerciasis 

Control (APOC) proposed to transform APOC 

as from January 2016. It suggested setting 

up a new programme (co-sponsored by WHO 

and the World Bank) to continue work for the 

elimination of onchocerciasis and lymphatic 

filariasis and support preventive chemotherapy 

co-implementation for other selected diseases. 

• In October 2014 during the 148th session 

of the Committee of Sponsoring Agents two 

main donors proposed the establishment of an 

entirely new body with specific mandate and 

structure.

• In December 2014, during the 20th session 

of the Joint Action Forum (JAF) in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia, two major decisions were taken: (i) 

close APOC definitely on 31 December 2015 

and (ii) establish an entirely new entity for all 5 

PC diseases.

• In April 2015, a meeting of the Working Group 

in Johannesburg, South Africa decided to:

a. Create a ‘lean’, ‘cost-efficient’ entity that can 

achieve NTD Roadmap targets by 2020;

b. Ensure a smooth transition of technical 

support to affected countries for a period of one 

year.

c. Hold another round of discussions to finalize a 

framework for the new entity.

• The WHO organized a stakeholders’ 

consultative meeting in Geneva in July 2015 

that finalized the framework of a new entity 

(ESPEN) with the aim of tackling five high-

burden neglected tropical diseases through an 

integrated, collective approach.

NTDs and MDGs 

• MDG 1: The control of Onchocerciasis 

regained 25 million hectares of land in the 

riverine area of West Africa for productive use, 

thus contributing to the alleviation of poverty and 

hunger 

• MDG 2: NTD infections affect both school 

attendance and performance, limiting 

educational performance and potential.

• MDG 3: Women feature predominantly 

among community distributors, contributing to 

improved gender equality by putting their health 

in their hands. 

• MDGs 4 and 5: By contributing to the overall 

improvement of the health system as well as 

increasing the network of community health 

workers, maternal and child mortality is reduced. 

• MDG 6: Co implementing NTD interventions 

alongside others is cost effective – more for less. 

Addressing Schistosomiasis and hookworm will 

prevent anaemia in children while; preventing 

genito-urinary schistosomiasis will also 

contribute to preventing horizontal HIV/AIDS 

transmission.

• MDG 8: NTD partnership platforms have 

proven fruitful in channelling financial and 

technical support towards focused disease 

control objectives. 

Extracted from the joint WHO NTD Strategy 

2010 to 2014

“We want to integrate our approach and accelerate the 
elimination of the five high-burden NTDs in order to meet 
WHO’s Roadmap targets for 2020.  We can do this by creating 
conditions that will provide appropriate and timely technical 
support to countries as and when needed – and all this in 
a cohesive and cost-effective manner”, said Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa, in her opening 
speech at an ESPEN consultative meeting.”

Contact information:
Technical contact: Dr Benido Impouma; Tel: +472 413 9773;  

Email: impoumab@who.int 

 

Media and Communication contacts: Mr Winfred Oppong-

Amoako, NTD Communication; Tel: + 472 413 9811;  

Email: oppongamoakow@who.int

Mr Collins Boakye-Agyemang, Programme Manager – 

Communications, + 472413 9420;  

Email: boakyeagyemangc@who.int
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
NEEDS SUSTAINABLE 
FINANCING - TACKLING NCDS 
IS NO EXCEPTION
Dr. Oleg Chestnov, WHO Assistant Director-General, Noncommunicable 

Diseases and Mental Health

Commentary, 11 August 2015

I recently heard the story of 

Evelyne Musera, a woman being 

treated for her Type 2 diabetes 

in Nairobi. Like many Kenyans, 

Evelyne pays out of her own pocket 

for the visit, plus the medicines she 

needs. On top of that, her taxi fares 

eat into her hard-earned money, 

and when she skips work to visit 

the hospital, she is not getting paid. 

Many others are not so lucky, and are 

missing out on care altogether due to 

the relatively high health care costs 

involved.

 

Evelyne’s example offers a glimpse of what 

millions of people, and the governments 

charged with their care, are confronted by 

worldwide when it comes to generating the 

finances needed to prevent and control diabetes 

and other noncommunicable diseases, namely 

cardiovascular and lung diseases, and cancers.

 

Each year, 16 million people die prematurely 

before the age of 70 from NCDs. Strikingly, 4 

out of 5 of these deaths occur in developing 

countries like Kenya, making such diseases 

one of the major development challenges of the 

21st century. If countries don’t change tack on 

NCDs, an estimated $7 trillion could be lost in 

developing countries over the next 15 years. 

This contrasts starkly with the cost of action: 

$11 billion a year to implement a set of NCD 

interventions in all developing countries.

Responsive sustainable development  
goals for NCD’s 

Later this year, countries will gather in New 

York for the U.N. General Assembly. They will 

discuss the proposed sustainable development 

goals, which for the first time recognize the 

huge impact of NCDs worldwide. The aim is to 

decrease premature deaths from NCDs by one-

third by 2030 and to strengthen implementation 

of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control.

Achieving any SDG requires sustainable 

domestic and international financing. NCDs 

have long been hidden, misunderstood and 

under-recorded, and were omitted from the 

Millennium Development Goals. As a result, 

NCDs have traditionally struggled to gain 

significant financing. They have emerged 

relatively unnoticed in the developing world, 

while the focus of the international community 

has been on combating HIV, AIDS, malaria 

and tuberculosis. But the explicit inclusion 

of NCDs and the WHO FCTC in the SDGs 

reflects the significant increase in momentum to 

tackle these diseases. This historic decision is 

grounded in the commitments made by world 

leaders in 2011 and 2014 at the United Nations 

to track the epidemic proportions of NCDs and 

its impact on development, make prevention 

the cornerstone of the global response, and 

strengthen health systems.

The third U.N. International Conference on 

Financing for Development, held July 13-16 in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, resulted in the adoption 

of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, a new 

framework to finance the SDGs. This agenda 

highlights the enormous burden NCDs place 

on both developed and developing countries. 

It emphasizes that price and tax measures on 

tobacco can reduce tobacco consumption and 

health care costs, as well as representing a 

revenue stream for financing the SDGs in many 

countries. It commits parties to the WHO FCTC 

to strengthen implementation of the convention.

Financing for NCD initiatives within reach 

The achievements of the Addis conference 

went beyond the action agenda. New initiatives 

to implement the SDGs were announced at 6 

multi-stakeholder roundtables and 180 side 

events, including one on financing for health 

organized by WHO, Barbados and Thailand. 

The Working Group on Financing for NCDs 

of the WHO Global Coordination Mechanism 

on NCDs presented the findings of its interim 

report, “Financing National NCD Responses in 

the Post-2015 Era”, that builds on commitments 

made in Addis Ababa.

The report highlights that significant additional 

investments are required to meet, by 2030, the 



NCD-related targets included in the SDGs. For 

national NCD responses to be implemented and 

sustained, any new financing will rely primarily 

on domestic public resources. Reducing NCD 

deaths is not expensive: Banning all forms of 

tobacco advertising, replacing trans fats with 

polyunsaturated fats, restricting or banning 

alcohol advertising, preventing heart attacks and 

strokes, promoting breast-feeding, implementing 

public awareness programs on diet and physical 

activity, and preventing cervical cancer through 

screening are all low-cost and effective public 

health measures within the reach of most 

governments.

However, it is equally important that wealthy 

nations provide more and higher-quality 

resources to the most in-need countries to 

complement domestic resources for NCDs. 

NCDs continue to receive the smallest amount 

of official development assistance among all 

major global health areas, accounting for 1% of 

official development assistance (ODA).

Partnerships needed to fight NCDs 

The WHO report also highlights the need for a 

broader range of investors, including the private 

sector, which must become a key player in the 

NCDs fight. Contributions from philanthropists 

will continue to play an increasingly important 

role. Also, closer and more effective 

engagement with civil society is vital if we are to 

turn the tide against NCDs.

The report also highlights opportunities to align 

government policies in sectors like finance, 

investment, trade and development to, in turn, 

support government health policies striving to 

curb the NCDs epidemic.

Tobacco tax revenues were also identified in 

Addis as an important source of new sustainable 

funding for health. Governments already collect 

over $270 billion in tobacco excise tax revenues 

each year, according to the report. To date, 

at least 30 countries are earmarking tobacco 

tax revenues for health purposes. Thailand, for 

instance, has used revenues generated from 

a 2 percent surtax on tobacco and alcohol to 

fund the ThaiHealth Foundation, which supports 

health promotion activities.

If the world wants to live up to its promise that 

no country or person will be left behind, the 

international development community needs 

to support domestic efforts in the poorest 

countries to achieve the NCD-related SDG 

targets. This will require harnessing ODA to 

develop institutional capacity for NCDs. Donors 

must improve their efforts to raise public and 

private finances.

The call for increased investment in NCDs is 

growing louder, from rural hospital doctors to 

the 12 first ladies in Africa who are calling for 

more financing to fight cancer on the continent. 

These voices can no longer remain unanswered. 

They must be acted on, as people 

all over the world seek protection 

against NCDs. We must build a 

future that ensures that globalization 

becomes a positive force for all 

current and future generations.

“Achieving any 
SDG requires 
sustainable domestic 
and international 
financing.”
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Early in 2014 the Portuguese coastline 

was hit by the winter storm Hercules. 

The massive swell of giant waves left 

a trail of destruction behind, all the 

more significant as 85% of the GDP 

and 75% of the population in Portugal 

are concentrated on the coastline. To 

recover from damages and reduce 

future risks and enhance resilience 

in the Portuguese coastline a set of 

interventions representing millions of 

euros of investments had to be put in 

place.

Such extreme weather represent a glimpse of what 

science has been telling us is likely to become more 

frequent. 

A strong international agreement is required to provide 

a clear signal that all countries are committed to the 

decarbonisation of their economies and to adopt low-

carbon options that enhance resilience at the national 

and global levels.

Portugal has been one of the countries advocating 

for more ambitious action on climate mitigation and 

renewable energy and one of the countries in Europe 

that will suffer significantly from the impacts of climate 

change.

FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE AT A GLOBAL 
LEVEL REQUIRES A DURABLE, DYNAMIC  
AND AMBITIOUS OVERALL AGREEMENT

Portugal has both experience and results 

in the field of climate action, having 

been considered by the Climate Change 

Performance Index (CCPI 2015), in 2013 

and 2014, the 4th best performing country 

as regards climate action in a list of 58 

countries that are responsible for more than 

90% of GHG emissions. Also, in 2015 and 

according to the Bertelsmann Foundation 

of Sustainable Development Index, Portugal 

is in the Top 5 of the best performers in the 

fight against climate change, being 4th in 

CO2 emissions and energy sustainability, 

and the 5th in primary energy intensity and 

energy efficiency.

Portugal overachieved its 2012 Kyoto target. 

We have already reached 27% of renewable 

energy on final consumption and 60% of 

renewable energy on electricity supply. And 

we are ready to go further. 

Our dependency on imported energy 

remains too high, even though it is at its 

lowest level (73.9%) of the last 20 years. We 

have reduced our carbon intensity by around 

17% from 2005 to 2013. In 2015 Portugal 

ranked 10th place in the Global Energy 

Architecture Performance Index of the World 

Economic Forum. 

Portugal has recently launched the Green 

Growth Commitment (GGC), an ambitious 

long term commitment that establishes 

goals and initiatives inter alia on green jobs, 

resource and energy efficiency and electric 

mobility. It also sets the target of reducing 

GHG emissions by 30 to 40% below 2005 

levels by 2030 and to increase renewable 

energy share to 40% by 2030.

Fighting climate change at a global level 

requires a durable, dynamic and ambitious 

agreement. The importance of setting 

ambitious mitigation commitments as well 

as to have common transparency and 

accounting rules lies on the creation of 

trust amongst all Parties while providing a 

clear signal - to businesses, investors, and 

the public in general - of the global political 

commitment to the low-carbon transition. 

The agreement should also address the 

financial gap and foster a global carbon 

market as a crucial instrument to deliver 

cost-effective emission reductions.

Portugal has recently concluded the 

review, update and consolidation of its 

climate policy framework for 2020-2030, 

a second generation of policy instruments 

supported by the Strategic Framework 

for Climate Policy (QEPiC), which includes 

the National Climate Change Programme 

(PNAC2020/2030) and the National Strategy 

for Adaptation to Climate Change (ENAAC 

2020). 
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
SPATIAL PLANNING AND ENERGY

The Strategic Framework implements the vision and goals 

on climate change outlined in the GGC seeking to ensure 

a sustainable trajectory for reducing GHG consistent with a 

transition to a low-carbon economy. 

The Green Taxation Reform (GTR) undertaken stimulates 

innovation and sustainable growth. Under the principle of fiscal 

neutrality, the net income of the GTR has been allocated to the 

reduction of personal income taxes. It includes among other 

measures a carbon tax, incentives to electric vehicles and 

sustainable mobility. It is a relevant step towards a paradigm shift 

in Portugal, fostering efficiency and eco-innovation, following the 

principle of “taxing more what you burn and less what you earn”.

Portugal remains committed to continue work supporting other 

more vulnerable partners as we continue with bilateral support 

programmes focusing on African Portuguese speaking countries 

and Timor Leste, mostly part of the least developed countries 

(LDC) group. 

These decisions are strongly relevant for a new climate 

agreement. The highest priority should be to push for ambitious 

mitigation commitments coming from all Parties in 2015, as well 

as ensuring a durable agreement that establishes a dynamic 

process to ensure commitments from ALL, at ALL times.

Contact information:
Ministry of Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy 

Rua de “O Século”, 51, 1200-433 Lisboa,  

PORTUGAL 

www.portugal.gov.pt 

www.crescimentoverde.gov.pt 

www.facebook.com/CompromissoCrescimentoVerde
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Fabien Cousteau has a saying that 

“What’s good for the environment 

is good for business.” Over 

three hundred leading financial 

institutions who are signatories to 

the Global Investor Statement on 

Climate Change agree.

The historic 2030 Agenda has laid the ground 

work for global progress with agreement on 

the sustainable development goals. Now the 

world’s leaders must have the courage to 

follow through on climate change; securing 

a credible agreement in Paris, along with 

the means by which to both deliver it and to 

mitigate the consequences already being felt.

The G20 countries produce 76% global carbon 

emissions and 85% of GDP. That positions 

them to make as big a contribution to the 

solution as they do to the problem The Antalya 

Summit providing the perfect opportunity to 

secure agreement on the financial policies and 

structures to make that happen and the stakes 

could not be higher: the dignity, well-being, 

economic development, security and stability 

of a population rapidly approaching nine billion 

people. Sixty million of them are already fleeing 

conflict and disaster today, so if we fail to 

act on the environmental issues being clearly 

highlighted by the scientific community, that 

number can only grow.

There is no silver bullet solution, nor is there 

time to work our way through a series of 

small, incremental solutions. We need strong 

decisive, even disruptive, action to drive the 

transition to a more inclusive, sustainable 

green economy: not by investing more, but 

by investing more wisely. The infrastructure, 

technology and finance options are there, all 

that remains is to make the decision to use 

them. 

Tackling the issues around energy and land 

use, which are the two biggest greenhouse 

gases emitters, will require the redirection of 

$1 trillion per year until 2050. In 2013, public 

financing for climate change was $137 billion 

and private investment $193 billion. However, 

WHAT’S GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
IS GOOD FOR BUSINESS

Achim Steiner, Executive Director 

and Under-Secretary-General of the 

United Nations
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successful businesses already know how to anticipate and adapt to 

changing markets. Entire countries can do the same if the political will and 

private capability join forces. For example, when Japan decided become 

less reliant on nuclear power following the 2011 earthquake, it took just 

three years for them to be able to replace half of that electricity through 

efficiency gains and to launch the first offshore floating wind turbine in 

Asia.

The difference between success and failure is still just 2%. But having 

spent years talking about the tipping point towards the tragedy of global 

warming being just 2%, this is our chance to talk about the tipping point 

towards the successful delivery of practical, sustainable solutions being 

just 2% of the GDP of the wealthiest nations. 

To put that in context and to reinforce the point that this about wise 

spending, not more spending, the International Energy Agency has shown 

that the uptake of more economically viable energy efficiency investments 

could boost cumulative economic output by $18 trillion in the next 20 

years. That is more than the combined economic output of the US, 

Canada and Mexico and certainly more than enough to help finance a 

transitioning green economy.

In the meantime, we need to adapt to the consequences, which will cost 

between $150-500 billion per year until 2050, and we need to look at 

the equitable sharing of that cost. Today Bangladesh self-finances three 

quarters of the $1 billion annual costs from climate adaptation, even 

though the average person in Bangladesh emits less carbon in a year than 

a European emits in 11 days. 

Finding and effectively investing $150-500 billion a year is a massive 

undertaking, but sometimes the cost of inaction is much greater. Had we 

failed to take equally drastic action to tackle the hole in the ozone layer 

the size of North America, more than two million people a year would 

suffer from skin cancer and many more from cataracts, not to mention the 

impact on agriculture or biodiversity. 

The G20 leaders are in the best position of a generation to take ambitious 

decisions that will address all of this by opening the door to a new action 

plan in Paris through a shift towards an inclusive, sustainable green 

economy and the allocation of adaptation funding. This can’t be a choice 

of one over the other; we need both to underpin the credibility of any 

agreement on climate change. 



106      CLIMATE CHANGE & SUSTAINABILITY

G20 HOLDS KEYS TO OUR 
SAFE CLIMATE FUTURETony de Brum, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands

Maria de Fatima Monteiro Jardim, 

Minister of Environment of Angola 

which is the Chair of the Least 

Developed Countries

 As G20 leaders gather in Antalya, 

they will have on their minds what 

promises to be the most important 

global meeting of a generation – the 

Paris Climate Change Conference.

In 2008, G20 leaders met in Washington in a 

bid to bring the global economy back from the 

brink of collapse.  The consequences of failure 

in Paris would be no less dire, and the impacts 

surely more tragic.  

After years of diplomatic momentum-building, 

the prospects are good for adopting a new 

global climate change agreement in Paris.  

More than two-thirds of the countries of 

the world, including all G20 members, have 

presented their proposed post-2020 emission 

reduction targets for eventual inscription in the 

Paris Agreement.  And perhaps even more 

importantly, we have all sectors of the global 

economy on board.  Almost every company, 

every city and every community now accepts 

the need to act. 

While the momentum is strong, there is no 

escaping the fact that the targets on the table 

are still falling way short – we are still on track 

for around 3
0

C or more of global warming.  This 

would not only spell the end for some of the 

world’s low-lying island states and vulnerable 

coastal states, and least developed countries, 

but  it would also unleash the biggest ever 

breakdown in global security, and gradually 

drag the world economy into a downward 

spiral from which recovery would be very 

difficult, if not impossible.  To get us back on 

track, the Paris Agreement must therefore be 

designed for “ambition”. 

To do this, the Paris Agreement must first build 

on the G7 Summit in June and signal a clear 

break from the past by setting a common 

goal to accelerate the transition away from 

fossil fuels, and to fully decarbonize the world 
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economy by the middle of the century.

Second, despite attempts by some G20 

countries to lock in low ambition through to 

2030, we need to ensure that the targets 

currently on the table are seen only as a starting 

point.  We need to have a process to ramp them 

up regularly to take into account new science, 

and better and cheaper technology.  We think 

this should happen every five years, beginning 

in 2020.

And third, we need to recognize that doing 

a deal for the future in Paris will require an 

atmosphere of trust, and some important 

political reassurances.  As a start, industrialized 

countries must set out a credible pathway to 

deliver the $100 billion a year in climate finance 

they promised by 2020, and then to go further 

in the decade that follows.  This support will be 

crucial not only for reducing our own emissions, 

but for adapting to the impacts to come. 

Thankfully, the world has already begun the 

necessary pivot to the new climate economy.  

Last year, the world economy grew by 3 

percent, but for the first time, global emissions 

did not rise in tandem with it.  New research 

from the Global Commission on the Economy 

and Climate has found that investing in low-

carbon cities could save the global economy 

$17 trillion by 2050 and prevent emissions 

equivalent to those of a country like India from 

reaching the atmosphere on an annual basis by 

2030.  

Despite the positive signs, the G20 cannot 

afford to leave all of the heavy lifting to Paris.  

As last year’s meeting in Brisbane showed, 

history is not kind to those who seek to ignore 

the biggest economic threat of our generation.  

And as the G20’s own Financial Stability Board 

Chairman Mark Carney said recently, “the 

challenges currently posed by climate change 

pale in significance with what might come”.

This year’s Antalya Summit must seize the 

opportunity to build momentum for Paris.  One 

area of possible focus would be for the G20 

to make good on its promise in 2009 to phase 

out fossil fuel subsidies.  A recent report by 

the Overseas Development Institute found the 

G20 was still spending almost $90 billion a year 

supporting fossil fuel exploration activities, more 

than double what the industry itself is investing.  

This makes no economic sense – as the G20’s 

own energy ministers declared last month, the 

G20 possesses three quarters of total renewable 

energy deployment potential around the world, 

and more than seventy percent of investment 

potential through to 2030. 

More than most, our two countries know just 

how difficult this transition can seem.  In different 

ways, fossil fuels have been the lifeblood of our 

development.  But just as the unleashing of 

solar power across the Marshall Islands and an 

unprecedented five-fold increase in hydro power 

in Angola has showed, everything can seem 

impossible until it is done.  The same applies to 

our agreement in Paris.  And together, we must 

get it done.

“More than most,  
our two countries 
know just how 
difficult this 
transition can seem”
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The generalised global concern 

about sustainability and the 

green economy can only be 

transformed into concrete actions 

implemented by a large proportion 

of the population if such topics are 

included in the education system. 

They should be included not only 

in the environmental areas but 

also mainly in the management 

and economics area of thought.  

Without economists and 

executives who have theoretical 

and conceptual knowledge about 

sustainable development, the green 

economy, the economic value of 

ecosystems services and climate 

change, there is a high probability 

that sustainability practices 

will not be powerful enough to 

provide the changes needed in 

order to maintain the equilibrium 

of the planet in the use of natural 

resources. Without this equilibrium, 

one will see an increase in natural 

disasters and in conflicts between 

communities. 

It is important that young students studying 

subjects such as management, finance and 

economics are given the opportunity to learn 

about the existing theories of humanistic 

management, stakeholder engagement, 

ecological economics and green economics. It 

is also important they become familiar with the 

new management approaches implemented 

by large and small companies, such as the B 

Corp movement in Europe and USA and the 

Capitalism with Conscience in the USA. It is 

important that young students learn about the 

possibility of making profit while making good; 

and that responsible investors are increasingly 

interested in investing their money in companies 

that also provide social and environmental 

returns to society and are not exclusively 

focused on short-term profit maximization.

K-Evolution is a Portuguese non-governmental 

organization that aims to promote citizenship, 

sustainability and entrepreneurship via 

education using emancipatory teaching 

methods. By doing so K-Evolution expects to 

contribute towards sustainable businesses, 

ethical leadership and civic participation.  

www.kevolution.org 

EDUCATING FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY IS NEEDED

Sofia Santos, President of K-Evolution

“If one wants to have a green and inclusive economy 
then one must be willing to teach appropriate economic 
and management theories. These theories have existed 
since the seventies but need to become mainstream in 
the education system.”

This publication was powered by



SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY: IT NEEDS 
TO BE ON TOP  
OF YOUR AGENDA

Peter Bakker, President & CEO, WBCSD

The Turkish Presidency of G20 has put energy 

sustainability at the centre of its agenda for global 

action. And rightly so. In the emerging low-carbon 

world, sustainable energy is a prerequisite for economic 

growth and prosperity for all.

In an increasingly carbon-restrained world shaped by the realities of 

climate change, sustainable sourcing and use of energy is high on 

the agenda of forward-looking business. More and more companies 

are taking ambitious measures to improve energy efficiency in their 

operations. They are implementing dedicated energy management 

systems that measure energy consumption and assess reduction 

potential within different business units. Energy efficiency measures 

deliver integrated benefits for both business and the environment. They 

lower an organisation’s energy use and in turn its production costs, while 

reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and contributing to climate 

mitigation.

Beyond improving energy efficiency in their operations, innovative 

businesses are increasingly defining low-carbon energy sourcing 

strategies. This can be done either in cooperation with suppliers who 

offer energy from renewable sources or by building their own generation 

facilities. Small to medium-scale renewables schemes are viable options 

to source low-carbon electricity in times of abundant generation, meaning 

an organization only needs to draw electricity from the public grid when 

it’s necessary. Alternative ways of optimising energy use, such as heat 

and power storage solutions, can also be part of a low-carbon energy 

sourcing strategy.

Today, most of the available options to generate low-carbon energy are 

the result of ground-breaking technology developments in the private 

sector and research institutes. But to stay below 2°C of global warming, 

we need to urgently scale up the development and diffusion of low-

carbon technologies. Incremental change is no longer enough. We need 

to massively transform our energy systems and economies worldwide.
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At the WBSCD, together with our partners the International Energy Agency 

(IEA) and the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), we 

have launched the Low Carbon Technology Partnerships initiative (LCTPi). 

Endorsed by the French Presidency of COP21, LCTPi aims to catalyse 

collaborative action to accelerate the development and deployment of 

low-carbon technologies and business solutions consistent with the 

objective of limiting global warming to below 2°C. The project focuses on 

nine areas: renewables, carbon capture and storage, energy efficiency in 

buildings, climate smart agriculture, cement, low carbon transport fuels, 

forests, chemicals and low carbon freight.

At COP21, LCTPi will present concrete action plans accompanied by 

specific policy asks to ensure implementation goes beyond Paris to 

achieve a zero emissions society before the end of the century. We have 

identified opportunities with the greatest global impact and that make the 

best business sense.

Currently, 140 companies and 50 partners are working together to analyse 

barriers, identify public-private partnership opportunities and scale up 

low-carbon solutions. LCTPi supports the G20 focus on the deployment 

of public-private resources to boost sustainable development and inclusive 

growth. Energy is an important part of the development equation, so 

enhancing the role and contributions of the private sector in sustainable 

energy management will be critical to success.

Despite the growing momentum for energy efficiency and ambitious 

climate action, a lot remains to be done. Energy-intensive sectors such 

as cement and aluminium will require energy management and emissions 

reduction solutions that go beyond the technology that is available today. 

Investment requirements for new technologies often exceed individual 

company budgets and there is a long time lag before such technologies 

can be commercialized. Public-private partnerships like the ones emerging 

from the LCTPi will be instrumental in accelerating the deployment of low-

carbon technologies and scaling up mitigation.

Responsible and sustainable energy management systems are an 

imperative for any business striving for efficiency in the emerging low-

carbon economy. Companies that invest in developing and implementing 

these systems today will have a competitive advantage and be in pole 

position for success.

As a global business association representing forward-thinking companies 

that are leading the transition to a sustainable world, the WBCSD supports 

the G20 focus on sustainable energy as a key enabler of development. 

Only collective action by all stakeholders including governments and 

businesses can make this vision a reality.
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A basic assumption we 

should make in the process 

of understanding better 

the relations between 

sustainability as a long term 

concept and our daily life is that 

all of us (either as individuals or 

as institutions) have a share of the 

responsibility to deliver a better 

planet to the next generations. 

And the way we exercise this 

responsibility is demonstrated 

and materialised through the 

choices we make. And while 

the choices and decisions of 

institutions are emerging via 

policies, the decisions and choices 

of individuals are emerging via 

lifestyles. 

The concept of sustainable lifestyles has 

emerged over the last 20 years within 

the global efforts to promote Sustainable 

Consumption and Production (SCP). They 

are broadly defined as “patterns of action and 

consumption, used by people to affiliate and 

differentiate themselves from others, which: 

meet basic needs, provide a better quality of 

life, minimise the use of natural resources and 

emissions of waste and pollutants over the 

lifecycle, and do not jeopardise the needs of 

future generations ”. While this definition could 

be applied to every society at any development 

stage we need to acknowledge that for 

someone to demonstrate a sustainable lifestyle 

needs to have:

• Available market options (in terms of 

available goods and services) that will help her/

him to make sustainable choices;

• Access to these options from both a 

physical and economic point of view;

SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES: FROM 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY TO 
COLLECTIVE IMPACT

Dr. Stefanos Fotiou, Head of “Cities 

and Lifestyles” Unit, United Nations 

Environment Programme
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• Capacity to evaluate the sustainability of the options that is on offer.

It is quite often supported that a number of small things we can do as 

citizens or consumers have the potential to influence sustainability. We 

have all heard messages like “take a shower instead of a bath” (and what 

about the millions of people without access to water?) and “consume 

organic food instead of agriculture produces grown by industrial methods” 

(and what about the millions without access to basic food?). Even if we 

assume that a big number of individuals has the necessary options, 

access and capacity to make sustainable choices, can se assume that all 

such individual acts will result on a collective and big impact? 

The answer to this question depends on the conditions upon which these 

choices are made and the way the results of these decisions are projected 

in the overall socio-economic system. To be able to add all the good 

results of individual choices to big collective impact we must make sure 

that some other conditions are also met. 

We need first to acknowledge that individual action and small 

environmental choices is a necessary condition for sustainability to 

happen; but it is not sufficient. Still, government has a critical role in 

harvesting these small opportunities. As a recent UNEP report reveals 

“pro-environment actions can only be sustained or scaled up if a broader 

culture of sustainability is developed and institutionalised, and true 

sustainability driven innovation is fostered. In this case, these actions can 

contribute and become part of the norm, supported by the necessary 

systems and infrastructure ”. For sustainable lifestyles to be part of our 

cultures and societies and become part of our everyday lives, they must 

be enabled and developed at all levels, through the social and technical 

systems and institutions that surround us.

We need also to make sure that any action on promoting sustainable 

lifestyles results in a fair distribution or responsibility among the people. 

There are many studies showing that people will welcome pro-active 

sustainability polices, including economic measures, provided that: 

i) these policies and measures are justified; ii) any economic benefits 

derived are used for the common wellbeing; and iii) that the distribution of 

economic burden is done under the principle of common but differentiated 

responsibility.

We further need to ensure that the results of individual actions when 

aggregated are not measured only in relative terms but in absolute 

numbers as well. There is a tendency to calculate sustainability gains 

in relative terms – relative to no gains at all. This approach holds up the 

unsustainable business-as-usual scenario as the default, bar a few quick 

fixes. Yet, while sustainability initiatives are growing, the unsustainable 

ones are growing at a faster rate, cancelling out all the gains. Relative 

gains do not solve the problem if the whole system remains unsustainable. 

To make individual choices part of a much bigger collective result on 

sustainable development we need a big focus on education, 

knowledge, awareness and information. We need to provide 

knowledge, values and skills to enable individuals and societies 

to go beyond responsible consumption and become actors of 

change.
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CREATING THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR  
THE RISE OF SMART CITIES
Michel Sudarskis, Secretary General

International Urban Development Association – INTA

The very high-speed 

networks and smart 

grid infrastructure is a 

constant concern in the 

development of cities and 

agglomerations: services 

offered to businesses, 

universities and citizens all 

rely on these infrastructure 

forming the basis of 

any approach to digital 

development.

However, urban infrastructure 

systems need to be interconnected. 

Changes or disruption in one 

service often affects the provision 

of others. Electricity outages 

affect water supply, heating and 

cooling, communications and even 

transport. The high complexity 

of interconnected urban systems 

requires integrated management, 

spatial design, land use, mobility 

and building design to make it 

possible to identify efficiencies 

and opportunities that may be 

overlooked when each sector is 

managed separately. For example, 

coordinating street design with 

building layout can create new 

possibilities for energy and 

transport efficiency. 

Until few years ago smart grids 

infrastructure was hailed as 

the ultimate solution to energy 

transition and better mobility: 

the grid – and the interlocking 

of different grids with different 

sources of energy plus smart 

metering - was to better distribute 

and manage energy leading to 

significant savings and reduction 

of consumption. The notion of 

smart grid was also applied to the 

management of traffic, connecting 

signals and street lights regulating 

the flows of pedestrian, bikes, cars 

and public transport and signalling 

parking places. Spanish Santander 

with its 10 000 sensors over the 

city illustrate the importance given 

to the grids in the rise of the smart 

cities. 

Today we witness a shift of the 

problematic from an infrastructure-

led logic to a service-led economy. 

We are becoming less dependent 

from infrastructures: web, mobility, 

cloud computing helped to 

overcome the constraints of the old 

client / computing server relation; 

and a modern browser has become 

the universal interface between 

all access points to information: 

smartphones, tablets or laptops, 

and applications. 

The availability of smart solutions 

for cities has risen rapidly over the 

last decade. As a result, technical 

solutions exist for every city to 

become smarter. The challenge 

today is primarily to implement 

appropriate solutions efficiently, 

rather than only focusing on new 

technology or new and expensive 

infrastructure development. 

And the shift continues 

were priority is no longer 

building connected and 
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smart infrastructure but to produce and control 

the data - the Big Data – collected throughout 

the infrastructure networks. The key ingredient to 

develop smart solutions for cities is data that is 

not only necessary to plan the changes in the city, 

but also to gather real-time information to manage 

services and use infrastructure better. 

And that shift is a unique chance for developing 

countries where urbanization is projected to be 

at its most rapid pace. Many have inadequate 

infrastructure that will require enormous 

investments to retrofit to standards. New cities 

require huge investments that developing 

countries need to balance with other priorities. 

Already facing increasing pressures to deliver 

more and better basic services to a growing 

urban population, countries will need support 

in exploring approaches that fit local contexts. 

The “big data” is part of the solution; Kenya 

succeeded to “monetise” the country with the 

help of the mobile phone despite the lack of a 

sophisticated banking infrastructure. 

Smart cities cannot be developed through a 

patchwork approach, but by the step-by-step 

adoption of incremental improvements. Integrating 

infrastructures and services depends strongly on 

interoperability (i.e. devices and systems working 

together), which in turn is facilitated by technical 

standards. As IEC said in its recent White Paper, 

standards are essential enablers by guaranteeing 

an expected performance level and compatibility 

between technologies .

Thus, It is the improvement and the integration 

of infrastructure policy with the comprehensive 

understanding of the city process as well as of the 

behaviour of their stakeholders, including citizen’s 

participation, which will make smart city become 

a reality.

After all it is on the social fabric, not 

only on economic competitiveness and 

cutting-edge infrastructure that resilient 

and sustainable cities are built.

“Today we witness a shift 
of the problematic from an 
infrastructure-led logic to a 
service-led economy. We are 
becoming less dependent 
from infrastructures: web, 
mobility, cloud computing 
helped to overcome the 
constraints of the old client 
/ computing server relation; 
and a modern browser 
has become the universal 
interface between all access 
points to information: 
smartphones, tablets or 
laptops, and applications.”
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FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES, CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND THE G20
Peter Wooders, Group Director Energy, International Institute for Sustainable Development

In 2009 the G20 countries agreed “To 

phase out and rationalize over the 

medium term inefficient fossil fuel 

subsidies while providing targeted 

support for the poorest” (G20, 2009). 

Since then, G20 governments have 

reconfirmed commitments to this action 

five times over—most recently, in Australia 

in November 2014 (G20, 2014a)—and 

reiterated in the G20 Principles on 

Energy Collaboration (G20, 2014b). This 

year has seen wording on the issue 

included as a Means of Implementation, 

linked to financing, in other international 

statements such as the Financing for 

Development conference in  

 

Addis Ababa, and in the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals.
lobally, consumer subsidies to fossil fuels stood at 

USD 548 billion in 2013 (International Energy Agency 

[IEA], 2014). More recent data from the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

finds that the 34 OECD countries and emerging 

economies (Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russia 

and South Africa) are spending between USD 160–

200 billion supporting fossil fuel consumption and 

production. This inventory covers all G20 countries 

and more, with the exception of Saudi Arabia and 

South Korea. The Secretary General of the OECD, 

Angel Gurría, put it succinctly: “Governments are 

spending almost twice as much money supporting 

fossil fuels as is needed to meet the climate-finance 

objectives set by the international community, which 

call for mobilizing 100 billion US dollars a year by 

2020” (qtd. in “OECD: leading countries,” 2015). 

Research from a GSI study of Turkey—host of the 

2015 G20 summit—found spending of more than 

USD 730 million on annual subsidies to the coal 

industry (Acar, Kitson, & Bridle, 2015). 

The future is clear. But what is needed now is action 

and leadership from the G20 to dismantle subsidies 

to fossil fuels to both consumers and producers—

and reinvest the resulting savings into the low-carbon 

energy transition. Leadership is needed now more 

than ever in the context of both low oil prices and the 

efforts to build a new climate agreement in Paris at 

the end of 2015. This leadership may come, but too 

late for this year. A recent U.S. statement supports 

China’s 2016 presidency of the G20 and commits to 

work to “phasing out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by 

a date certain” (Office of the Press Secretary, 2015). 

A timetable for phase out is now needed. Even in 

China, recent GSI research found consumer and 

producer subsidies for coal to be around USD 15.7 

billion in 2013 (Bridle, Gerasimchuk and Attwood, 

2015). 
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THE ROLE OF CARBON TRADING IN 
THE CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE
Dirk Forrester, President, International Emissions Trading Association

In the six years that have elapsed since the 

Copenhagen climate talks ended in bitter 

acrimony, the tone of the debate has shifted 

significantly. No longer are we debating whether 

climate change is real or not; instead, the 

discussion has been more on what are we going 

to do about it. The process of each country 

preparing its Intended Nationally Determined 

Contribution (INDC) for the future agreement has 

helped focus minds on precisely this. 

Of the 149 INDCs submitted to the UNFCCC secretariat 

as of the time of writing, about half are open to the use of 

international markets to fulfil their pledge (see map). Others, 

such as the EU, while having no intention to use international 

markets to meet their INDC, rely heavily on their existing 

domestic carbon markets– although excluding international 

markets risks closing the door to an important cost 

containment option. 

This aside, what is missing – still, at this late juncture – is a 

clear role for markets in the Paris Agreement. And this is a 

cause for concern. 

Several times, we have heard policy-makers state they 

want business involved in the new agreement, and that the 

agreement’s success needs to see engagement from all 

actors, both state and non-state. We have seen more than 

1000 business leaders, alongside 74 national governments 

and 23 sub-national authorities, call for carbon pricing to 

have a role in the Paris Agreement. We have seen exponential 

growth in emissions trading since 2009, with around 40% of 

global GDP covered by an emissions trading system (ETS) 

by the start of 2015  – a figure which is set to soar with new 

programmes coming online in China and Ontario in 2017, plus 

the prospects for a federal ETS in the US on the back of the 

Clean Power Plan regulation, to name a few. 

Markets matter for the Paris Agreement for a few key reasons. 

Market mechanisms are the quickest, lowest cost way of 

achieving the environmental objective of reduced emissions. 

The price signal established by a carbon market acts as the 

economic incentive to make the reductions in the most cost-

effective way for the individual emitter: be it investing in more 

efficient technology, switching from coal to gas, increasing the 

mix of renewables, carbon capture and storage, or offsets (if 

permitted). 

Neither a carbon tax nor a command-and-control system are 

as cost effective as cap and trade. With a tax, as long as the 

polluter is happy to keep paying, emissions can go up. And 

in times of economic shock – such as recession – the levy 

is unable to adjust to the situation quickly, whereas a traded 

price can. With command and control, the regulation in effect 

forces a technology on a sector, which may not be the most 

cost efficient, risking spiralling price rises as the cost is passed 

on to consumers. 

What’s more, international market mechanisms – such as the 

Kyoto Protocol’s Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) – 

can help deliver climate finance to developing countries and 

cleaner technologies, allowing these economies to bypass 

the traditional carbon intensive development seen elsewhere. 

By the end of 2014, the UN estimated that the CDM had 

channelled at least $138 billion in new, additional investment 

in developing countries.  This exposure to markets can reap 

more benefits: China cites its positive experience with the 

CDM as to why the government is pursuing its own ETS. 

As for the Paris Agreement – what do we need to start 

unleashing the finance flows we need if we are serious about 

meeting our 2°C target? The answer is, not very much. 

There are already places in the text where markets could 

be incorporated, with rules to operationalise fleshed out by 

the end of 2017 ideally, to inspire early action. IETA last year 

developed a straw proposal for market provisions in the 

agreement, which has been streamlined to reflect the Geneva 

negotiating text. 

The key provision for the Paris agreement is to allow countries 

to transfer emission reductions units across borders: this 

flexibility will result in low cost compliance options and set 

us on the path to achieving longer term emission reduction 

commitments and encourage international cooperation. It will 

also help maintain international support for the agreement.  

We know from our experience with the CDM and the 

Marrakech Accords for its implementation, investment began 

to flow even before the Kyoto Protocol entered into force in 

2005. This showed that it only takes a little bit of policy to 

unleash the investment flows, which will eventually build up 

into a new wave climate action. Paris is our best chance to 

open the tap to these flows, so that we can start to make 

some waves. 

Im
a
g
e
: 
w

w
w

.s
h
u
tt

e
rs

to
c
k.

c
o
m



120   MEMBER COUNTRIES



  MEMBER COUNTRIES   121



AMSCO BV     p58

Climate & Development Knowledge NetworK (CDKN )     p106

Engebra empresa do Brasil  p42

Energies 2050   p50

Ernst & Young  p20

ESBAS Aegean Free Zone Development & Operating Company    p9

Fundacao AMI    p62

G20 Portal          p123

Governo De Portugal Ministro do Ambiente     p102

International Bureau of Fiscal Documentation ( IBFD)  p24

Opec Fund for International Development ( OFID )     p76

Otoyol A.S          p2, p28

Janssen             p11, p91

Joao Portugal Ramos Vinhos    p14

K- Evolution      p108

MetLife Inc   p70

Pramerica Inc.   p32

Prince Sultan Institute for Environmental, Water & Desert Research          p81

Renova Energia S/A   p46

Stoxx Ltd.  p18

Sugal - alimentos SA     p5

Turkish Red Crescent Society     p66

Universidad de Aveiro        p92

WHO ESPEN        p98

SPONSORS

FIDE  p87





124   MEMBER COUNTRIES

Collaboration. 
That’s how we’re building healthy communities.

At Janssen, we believe that healthier lives lead to happier lives. To help make that
happen, we’re committed to investing in and strengthening the communities we touch.

That starts with collaboration. First, we work with local partners to understand
the most pressing needs. Then, we build on local innovation and resources to create
lasting healthcare solutions.

Every person, family and community deserves high-quality healthcare.
And through partnership, we can help make that a reality.

We are Janssen. We collaborate with the world for the health of everyone in it.

Learn more at www.janssen.com
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