
 

  

  

 
 

 

 

Parallel Event during the 7th Session of the World Urban Forum  
The Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities – a systemic approach for sustainable 
urban strategies 
Sunday, 6th April 2014, Medellin, Colombia, 8.30am – 12.00pm 
 
Objectives:  

1) Present the Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities as well as other major initiatives in the field of 
sustainable cities and territories 

2) Encourage partnerships and initiate concrete actions for the implementation of the Francophonie’s Initiative for 
Sustainable Cities 

 

Many experts consider that cities hold the key to the world’s major issues and that our future is tightly linked to their 
development. Although cities only represent 4% of the earth’s surface, they are focusing a major part of the human activity 
and causing a substantial pressure on the environment and the natural resources. Moreover, the percentage of the urban 
population should reach 75% in 2050. In this key role, cities are confronted with many challenges which are increased and 
reinforced by the consequences of climate change. However, cities have many opportunities to improve their performance 
in their domains of competence (urban planning, land use, public transports, waste management…). 

There are many actions and programs dedicated to the urban area, using various methodologies and conducted by a 
significant number of stakeholders and donors. If this variety is a true asset, it also contributes to a lack of legibility and 
makes it difficult to duplicate the actions and generalize good practices. There is an increasing number of stakeholders and 
initiatives which act on the issue of sustainable urban areas, even though their objectives are often identical in their ambition 
and in the terms of intervention announced. The result is an inevitable competition to access methodologies, knowledge, 
duplicable case studies and available funds, which are greatly insufficient compared to the challenges. 

Although each city is different, according to its size, its history or the social and economic context, they are all facing similar 
barriers when trying to implement sustainable development strategies. This invites us to elaborate tools accessible to all, to 
capitalize successful experiences and to mutualize knowledge. Moreover, as cities are made of tightly integrated and 
interdependent systems, organized according to complex and multifarious patterns, it seems essential to address the issue 
of sustainable cities according to a holistic approach, may it be in the analysis of the challenges or in the search for solutions. 

These observations are at the core of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) initiative for Sustainable 
Cities. It is the result of work achieved in recent years by the Institut de la Francophonie pour le Développement Durable 
(IFDD) - as well as other operators of the Francophonie working in the field of cities- and by international members of 
ENERGIES 2050. 

The OIF represents one of the biggest linguistic zones in the world, with members from all five continents. It gathers 77 
states and governments, which together represent over one-third of the United Nations’ member states. The OIF supports 
its member states in the elaboration or the consolidation of their policies and implements actions of multilateral 
cooperation. The IFDD is a subsidiary body of the OIF. It has the role of contributing to the capacity reinforcement of nations 
and to the development of partnerships in the fields of energy and environment for sustainable development.  

ENERGIES 2050 is a French non-governmental and non-profit organization which implements actions in France as well as in 
more than 50 countries on subjects related to sustainable development, climate change as well as environmental and 
energetic issues. ENERGIES 2050 leads various activities in the field of sustainable territories and implements many actions 
to support cities on this path. 

The IFDD has carried out the “City, Energy, Environment” program between 2005 and 2011. The originality of this program 
was largely due to its ability to take into account the diversity of a City while targeting strategies on the “easily” identified 
topics that are energy and environment.  Following the evaluation of this program conducted in 2011, the IFDD and 
ENERGIES 2050 decided to continue the adventure together. They have designed a new initiative with the aim to address 
the built environment using a holistic approach. The aim of the Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities is to initiate 
the implementation of a sustainable urban strategy and to bring concrete solutions for critical situations in a context of 
systematically under-dimensioned resources.  

As mentioned above, a significant number of initiatives and programs exist and are being implemented on the international 
level. The Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities wishes to build from each of those and concentrate on the 



 

  

  

 
 

 

 

establishment of an operational program inspired by a systemic vision of the built environment. In order to do so, the 
Initiative relies on existing actions and builds inspired and complementary partnerships. The objective is to mutualize 
visions, to appropriate and translate them into a program of concrete actions, while encouraging everyone to draw 
inspiration from the results of mutual work. 

By enrolling the numerous existing actions and programs in a systemic approach of the city, the Initiative is looking to give 
coherence and legibility to the supplied efforts, while optimizing them. The different tools and actions identified are 
capitalized in order to have a set of solutions adapted to cities according to their size and context. Thanks to this set, cities 
have access to solutions for all the interdependent systems of the urban area; a holistic approach is then possible. Thanks 
to a defined course of action, the Initiative aims to obtain concrete and measurable results as well as facilitate their 
duplicability. The good practices are shared to increase the means of action. It is important to be able to duplicate exemplary 
experiences while learning from unsuccessful ones. In other words, it means elaborating a set of indicators or common 
denominators which are to be the core for transposing a process from one City to another. 

The Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities is at the core of the stakes and challenges of sustainable cities and intends 
to bring an international approach to these issues. The 7th World Urban Forum is the opportunity to host a roundtable 
focused on this Initiative and enable exchanges and debates between city representatives from both North and South 
countries in a logic of solidarity.  The roundtable will be the occasion to present the Initiative and to encourage partnerships 
as well as concrete actions. The example of the training sessions on the energy transition organized by the IFDD, EAMAU 
(African School of Urban Professions) and ENERGIES 2050 towards professionals of the urban area and of the building sector 
in 14 African countries will be presented as well as other relevant cases studies. This interactive roundtable will also result 
in Francophone contributions to the recommendations issued from the Medellin World Urban Forum. 

 

Contact : 

IFDD - Jean-Pierre NDOUTOUM - Program specialist, energy policies - jean-pierre.ndoutoum@francophonie.org –
www.ifdd.francophonie.org 

ENERGIES 2050 - Stéphane POUFFARY – Founder, Honorary President - stephane.pouffary@energies2050.org – 
www.energies2050.org 

AGENDA (tentative) - Sunday, 6th April 2014, Medellin, Colombia    Parallel event in French 

08.30-09.00 - Registration  

09.00-09.15 - Welcome and opening remark – Ms. Fatimata DIA TOURE – Chief Executive Officer - IFDD 

09.15-09.30 - Presentation OIF/IFDD – Ms. Fatimata DIA TOURE 

09.30-09.45 - Presentation ENERGIES 2050 – M. Stéphane POUFFARY – Founder, Honorary President – ENERGIES 2050 

09.45-10.10 - The Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities:  a global systemic initiative of la Francophonie and its 

partners to scale up city programs – M. Stéphane POUFFARY 

10.10-10.30 - Reinforcing knowledge: Presentation of the training session on energy transition towards professionals of 

the urban area and the building sector in Africa Sub-Saharan countries – M. Jean-Pierre NDOUTOUM - Program 
specialist, energy policies - IFDD 

10.30-10.50 - Carbon and climate finance for cities – UNEP (tbc) & M. Stéphane POUFFARY 

10.50-11.15 - Positive energy buildings in tropical areas, a Dakar innovative project – M. El Hadji DIOP - TERRA 

Technologies 

11.15-11.45 - Coffee Break  

11.45-12.45 - Discussions - The way forward: how to scale up the Francophonie’s Initiative for Sustainable Cities and to 

transform constraints into opportunities (participative discussions in small groups) - M. Jean-Pierre NDOUTOUM 

12.45-13.00 - Restitution of the participative discussions - M. Stéphane POUFFARY 

13.00-13.15 - Synthesis and recommendations – The Francophonie’s contribution to the Medellin forum outcomes - 
Ms. Fatimata DIA TOURE 

13.00-14.00 – Networking Lunch  


