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In a context of international news, often dense and brutal, showing many warning signals and 
repeated social, economic and environmental crises, sustainable development challenges, fight 
against climate change and energy issues take a very particular dimension. They challenge 
everyone of us on our individual lifestyles habits and on models that our modern societies have 
established as a reference. 
 
It is also in this context that in 2012, humanity will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the "Earth 
Summit", the World Rio conference which, in 1992, allowed for all nations to be inspired by 
sustainable development principles. 
2012 will also coincide with the end of the Kyoto Protocol which, under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, reported the commitment of industrialized countries to 
reduce their emissions of greenhouse gas (GHG) while by supporting the development of non-
industrialized countries under the principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities” with 
regards to the origins of climate change. 
 
Today, without predicting the outcome of the so called “Rio+20” Anniversary Conference and the 
program of actions that will be established or the future climate regime that will be designed, it is 
clear that all the countries show many contradictions on their development trajectories, and that 
issues, challenges but also inequalities remain whole and numerous. 
It is also clear that, in both cases, commitments will not be met and that today more than ever risks 
threatening Humanity are a challenge to the world organization we were familiar with, and even 
potentially compromise its survival. 
 
With regards to energy issues, yet at the core of major challenges of our time, they are very rarely 
understood in a comprehensive way. This is a main concern considering the fact that current 
choices might deserve later or even increase the vulnerability of concerned populations regardless 
of whether they belong to industrialized, emerging economies or developing countries. 
 
Beyond the sole question of energy offer, which refers to the choice and the organization of 
equipments for production, one should above all be interested in limiting the energy demand and 
promoting the concept of energy services rather than satisfying a forever increasing demand. In all 
cases, the objective is to develop and implement a sober and energy efficiency strategy, while 
increasing the use of renewable energies in order to enable a sustainable energy transition. 
Moreover this commonly accepted truth appears to be the only responsible alternative in regards to 
the current energy model which has shown its limits and fragility. That being said, such an 
approach implies a radical transformation of our societies, and this is the reason why it leads to 
question and reconsider many a priori and economic, technological and political and social 
assumptions. 
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However and paradoxically, the international community has never had as much knowledge and 
tools which, if they were properly used would allow reversing current trajectories. This is even more 
surprising that energy and climate change issues, as well as solidarity and governance are 
nowadays increasingly at the heart of everyone’s concern whether one is a decision-maker, a 
representative of the private sector or of the civil society, a researcher or a citizen. 
 
Having said that, even though questions can be more or less easy to ask, answers are definitely 
complex and multiple, because they refer to different stakeholders that may not have the same 
objectives, the same evaluation process and the same means for actions. Similarly, targets and 
required skills refer to different players involved in highly specific yet interdependent field territories. 
Thus, despite a common awareness and even though everyone is now convinced that it is urgent 
to deal with such issues, the answers and implementation, which should allow to stabilize climate 
and to elaborate an energy model taking into account the available resources while providing for 
an harmonious development within our societies, remain patchy, and often contradict the original 
purpose. 
 
Thus being individually confronted to this recurrent contradiction, and based on the observation 
that most of the people were feeling the same difficulty, the founders of ENERGIES 2050 have 
decided to engage themselves into a different approach. ENERGIES 2050 was born, bringing 
together citizens of different nationalities and various professional backgrounds, along with 
international experts in climate, energy and sustainable development issues. 
 
Every citizen had in common a strong desire to be involved in the Energy and Climate debate. 
However, they all felt powerless in regards to the task. They could only regret their often limited 
knowledge which was compromising their ability to know perfectly what to do, in front of models 
and assertions, presented as irrevocable assumptions. 
Every expert, while an active contributor for increasing knowledge and implementing concrete 
actions in his own field, knew that he –she- could not pretend solving the entire problem alone and 
that its effort, indeed essential, was not sufficient. 
 
The only certainty for each of us was that energy and climate issues in the future imply complex 
questions that will need to be treated simultaneously, otherwise collective construction will be 
compromised. Therefore, beyond the effort of industrialized countries, a new model of shared 
development has to be created collectively taking into account emerging countries implication and 
developing countries coaching. 
 
Thus was born the desire of creating ENERGIES 2050. 
 
Aware of the challenges, constraints but also opportunities that the energy issues carry over, 
ENERGIES 2050 is convinced that present and future choices for energy production, but also its 
use cannot be decided in small circles of experts and insiders anymore. 
 
Aware also of the impact of our energy choices on the climate issue and the trajectories of 
development of our societies, ENERGIES 2050 is convinced that the solution cannot be simply a 
matter of knowledge, methods and tools and that it can never be merely political, economic, 
technological or social. 
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ENERGIES 2050 intends to introduce an approach consistent with the principles of eco-
development in the heart of citizen’s action. Energy transition and, more generally speaking, the 
transformation of our societies will remain a myth if we fail to open up Knowledge and Know How 
without placing them in a global perspective. This is also the reason why, today more than ever, 
interdependencies’ knowledge has to be studied so that it remains understandable to the citizens 
of the world. 
 
Talking about climate change or energy without considering the different issues they rely on 
doesn’t make sense. Those issues are population growth, economic and social development, the 
natural resources challenge, environment preservation, our agriculture and eating habits, health 
impacts, the buildings in which we live, our transportation and mobility means, urban development 
and our patterns of consumption. 
In the same way, ignoring the vision that each of us has of the world we live in would also be 
meaningless. Therefore, it is important to understand our collective identity construction process 
and how we appropriate a decision that can lead to profound changes in our lifestyles. This is 
particularly true when considering decisions that refer to global issues such as global warming or 
access to energy. In order to add to the collective challenge, we must not forget that actions to be 
implemented will not always generate a direct personal benefit to each of us. 
 
Considering all these issues, ENERGIES 2050 goals are: 
 

- To provide for each of us the means to contribute to a different and definitely sustainable 
energy and climatic future; 

 
- To Unlock knowledge and take a multilateral approach, organize the answers needed to 

transform constraints into opportunities in the energy and climate challenges that are on 
our way; 

 
- To engage the experts and in a more general way, the past, present, and future 

Knowledge and Know how so that everyone can feel involved in a global energy better 
way of life, in accordance with the eco-development principles of a new social model that 
we should be able to conceive. 

 
To do so, ENERGIES 2050 proposes to organize a new interactive space, where specialists from 
private and public sectors, professors, researchers and citizens can confront topics from different 
areas, including the ones far away from their own expertise area, in order to invite us to knowledge 
and action. 
 
To implement the necessary changes, ENERGIES 2050 aims to unite the people involved. The 
challenges are many, but fortunately the opportunities to act are as many. For ENERGIES 2050, 
this is about helping to organize the essential knowledge areas, dialogues and partnerships to 
build a future that meets the eco-development concept in a solidarity spirit. 
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We recognize the need for solidarity between citizens around the world, that’s why ENERGIES 
2050 decided to define its approach in a global way. Our guidelines are the decisions of the Earth 
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, the United Nations Framework on Climate Change, but also 
others international, regional and national agreements concerning the global warming, the 
environment and the energy fields. To effectively implement the results of all that research, we 
believe in the power of local action, at the citizen level. 
 
ENERGIES 2050 aims to become a citizen laboratory where energy thoughts are yet to imagine 
and invent together, so that each of us can become aware of the need for action in the coming 
changes. It is also about making us ambassadors of this new understanding, no matter what the 
social, personal or professional circle we evolve in is, in which our behavior and our habits can 
even become our best spokesperson. 
 
Based on that spirit, we believe that the voice and action of each of us is essential to the energy 
debate and that the only way to leverage the power is to do it together. 
 
Energy sobriety, energy efficiency and a renewable energy cluster development constitute a real 
treasure within our reach. In the light of the many challenges we are confronted with, the time to 
exercise the value of this treasure is now. That is why this strategy can only be meaningful if each 
of us makes it their own and engages as an actor for change. 
 
Each member of ENERGIES 2050, beyond any professional political or social representation, 
claims to be a single citizen in the service of a process included in the change. 
 
In practice, ENERGIES 2050 proposes to put the citizen at the heart of the debate. Activities of the 
NGO are: 
 

- To encourage the establishment of a community of citizens-experts involved in sustainable 
energy and climate transformation's, associated in the decision making process but also in 
the implementation of energy options in accordance with the principles of eco-development; 

 
- To organize an international knowledge space, plural, impartial and contradictory on energy 

and climate issues and to make it accessible to as many people as possible through its 
website; 

 
- To realise and publish regular newsletters, studies and reports on climate and energy 

issues in order to provide independent advice on the concrete implementation of these two 
themes by countries and all concerned stakeholders in their sustainable development's 
strategies at local, national, regional or international levels; 

 
- To lead or participate in research activities or projects to be implemented with no restriction 

of areas or countries as far as they contribute to the achievement of its objectives; 
 
- To establish a new space for exchange between experts and citizens through local, 

national or international debates, meetings and conferences; 
 
 
 



 

ENERGIES 2050 – Manifeste    Mars 2011     5 

 
- To communicate the results of its work and contribute to the dynamic of ongoing actions in 

order to inspire as many as possible debates; 
 

- To support and participate in networks working on similar themes by encouraging the 
exchange of knowledge and promoting the dissemination of information for the common 
benefit of all partners. 

 
 

 
Knowledge is conscience. We must be aware to avoid the repetition of our past 

mistakes.We must be aware to multiply the initiatives for the future or to invent the 
promises of tomorrow. 

Sharing knowledge and making us all committed citizen-experts for a sustainable energy 
and climate change are the goals of ENERGY 2050. 

 
Giving every citizen of the world the full ownership of its energy and climate heritage is the 

dream of ENERGIES 2050, a dream we want to live together and in the long-term. 
 
 
 
 
 

Stéphane POUFFARY, President of ENERGIES 2050 
March 2011 


